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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.
Coordination Saves Lives

 ● At least six South Sudanese aid 
workers were killed in Maban 
County, Upper Nile State, causing 
aid agencies to suspend essential 
activities such as food distributions 
and evacuating some staff.

 ● Continued rains in Bentiu worsened 
flooding in the Protection of Civilians 
site, deteriorating living conditions 
and causing tension between 
displaced people and aid agencies.

 ● Rapid multi-sector response teams 
deployed to new locations in Canal 
County in Jonglei State and north of 
Nasir town in Upper Nile State.

 ● Four river barges with aid supplies 
left Mangalla for Malakal on 6 August.

South Sudan Crisis
Situation Report No. 48 (as of 7 August 2014)

This report is produced by OCHA South Sudan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 1 to 7 August. The next 
report will be issued on or around 15 August 2014.

Situation overview                                                                                                                                                

The security situation deteriorated sharply in Maban 
County, Upper Nile State, forcing aid agencies to 
suspend essential parts of the aid operation supporting 
some 127,000 refugees and local communities in the 
area. At least six South Sudanese aid workers were 
killed. At the time of reporting, the situation was still 
tense, with aid agencies having evacuating non-critical 
staff members, including personnel at risk of attacks. 
Essential staff remained on the ground to maintain 
critical services.

Clashes and military mobilization was also reported 
in Nasir, Upper Nile State. No new large-scale 
displacements were reported, though people continued 
to cross the border into neighbouring Ethiopia and Sudan. 

Within South Sudan, over 1.1 million people are displaced, the majority having sought safety in remote areas, away from 
contested towns. 

3.8 million
People to be assisted by the 
end of the year

2.4 million
People reached with  
humanitarian assistance* 

1.1 million
People internally displaced 
by violence

440,000
People have fled to  
neighboring countries

* This includes people internally displaced, refugees from other countries sheltering in South Sudan and other vulnerable communities who have received assistance 
since January 2014. This does not mean that the needs of these people have been comprehensively met. 

Internal displacement by state as of 24 July 2014. Source: OCHA 
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Humanitarian response 
Maintaining critical services in Maban County
The violence in Maban County forced aid agencies to suspend many essential services for 127,000 refugees living 
in the area and local communities, including food distributions. Some 260 staff were evacuated on 6 and 7 August, 
including several South Sudanese aid workers at direct risk of the ethnically based attacks. Aid agencies have main-
tained critical staff to be able to continue to provide a minimum package of essential services, and are exploring 
options to resume food distributions, health care and essential water and sanitation activities in the current security 
environment.

Rapid response operations in hard-to-reach areas 
Multi-sector rapid response operations continued in Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states. During the week, a team 
deployed to Kiech-Kon in Upper Nile State, to assist people displaced by ongoing violence in and around Nasir town. 
The team began registrations, with response set to start next week. Another team travelled to Kaldak in northern 
Jonglei State, to respond to needs among displaced communities in Canal/Pigi County. The initial response in these 
locations covers immediate needs for child protection, education, food assistance, nutrition and water and sanitation. 
Rapid response teams coordinate closely witht the cluster system to address additional and longer-term needs of 
people in remote locations.
People reached with some assistance since December (including rapid response operations)

Response to ongoing hardship in Bentiu, Unity State
Continued heavy rains further deteriorated living conditions in the Bentiu Protection of Civilians site. Many shelters 
were deep under water; sewage drains were overflowing and market activities were disrupted as people were not 
able to move around the site. Humanitarian agencies tried to remedy the situation, but progress was slow as efforts to 
drain water were constrained by the location of the site, which is on low and flat ground. The difficult situation sparked 
tension between displaced communities and aid organizations, with communities expressing their frustration about 
their conditions in the overcrowded site. Aid agencies worked closely with the UN peacekeeping mission to mobilize 
equipment to intensify drainage works in the site. 

Communication with Communities
A Communications with Communities (CwC) working group was formed on 7 August with the objective of strengthening 
coordination and collaboration. Components of CwC are already in place among different partners but the scale and 
scope of these efforts vary, and they are being pursued in isolation. The working group will bring together partners to 
share experiences and seek opportunities for collaboration. Materials for communicating with the population already 
exist – mainly on disease prevention and control. There is also need to strengthen lifeline and self-help communication 
and ensure that affected people’s voices are heard and inform the response. 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management
Response

 ● Flooding in Bentiu: Shelters in several areas of the Protection of Civilians (PoC) 
site were still largely flooded with relocations to drier ground ongoing along with 
drainage improvements. Emergency shelters in the POC4 area have been built and 
now host 78 families. 

 ● Relocations in Juba: Around 6,000 people have been relocated from the Tomping 
site to PoC 3. Full biometric registration was conducted for 578 foreign nationals. 
In PoC 1 at UN House, biometric registration has commenced for new arrivals. 

400,651
displaced people supported 
through registration, site 
management and monitoring

Source: Clusters, as of 7 August
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 ● Increased community mobilization in Mingkaman: In Mingkaman, community mobilization stepped up to 
sensitize displaced people on relocations. Local chiefs were involved in mobilization of households located in 
flood prone areas and areas without latrines.

 ● Registrations in Upper Nile: Registration in the Melut PoC site and collective center and in sites in Dethoma 
was ongoing. Close to 1,500 tents have been pitched in the new PoC in Melut. The reconfiguration exercise will 
accommodate more people inside the PoC.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Tension in Bentiu: In Bentiu, tensions rose in the PoC site with threats made against the site management 

team in connection to the flood response. The situation is being handled through outreach to community leaders 
in the site. 

 Education
Response

 ● New enrollments: 1,534 new students enrolled in emergency education programs 
in Central Equatoria, Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states.  This brought the total 
number of children enrolled in emergency education to 170,778 (42.2 per cent girls). 

 ● New learning centres in Juba and Wau Shilluk: Three temporary learning  
spaces were set up in Juba UN House and Wau Shilluk, Upper Nile State, enabling 
1,069 children (48 per cent girls) to access education.

 ● Training conducted: 2,542 people (47 per cent women) benefited from lifesaving sessions conducted by 
education cluster partners in Juba, Melut, and Torit on cholera and violence prevention.

 ● Distribution of education supplies: Education supplies were distributed in Bor, Jonglei State, benefiting 1,117 
children (30 per cent girls) in three schools.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Occupied schools: Overall, a total of 90 schools were occupied (50 by displaced people, two by armed forces 

and displaced people, 35 by armed forces and three schools whose status was unknown.)  Eight classrooms in 
Wau Shilluk occupied by IDPs were made available for education activities.

 ● Teacher salaries remain delayed: School closure is related to inconsistent payment. Partners continued to 
advocate on this issue.

 ● Students in hard-to-reach areas need to sit their exams: Secondary students in remote areas will need to sit 
their leaving exams in August. Partners were working with the Ministry of Education to facilitate this.

 ● Need in Pigi/Canal County areas: A needs assessment was conducted in Pigi/Canal County areas and 
identified 7,000 displaced children who do not have access to education and 21 closed schools. Partners were 
working on response.

 ● Transportation of education supplies: Challenges at the border with Ethiopia continued to hamper delivery of 
supplies across the border to support children in Maiwut County.

 ● IDP registration process reduces school attendance: In Malakal PoC, there was an ongoing registration and 
since children were engaged in this exercise, there was a reduction in school attendance.

 Emergency Telecommunication
Response

 ● New hub in Yida: A tenth emergency telecommunications (ETC) hub has been deployed in Yida, Unity State, 
where the cluster is now providing internet connectivity services to the humanitarian community from the UNHCR 
compound.

 ● Services in Mingkaman: Over 430 humanitarians have registered to use ETC services in Mingkaman.
 ● Equipment moved in Malakal: ETC equipment in Malakal was relocated from the UNMISS base to the new 

humanitarian hub. Furthermore, the system capacity has been increased by upgrading equipment to improve 
services for the growing humanitarian community. 

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Procurement of equipment: Procurement of IT and telecommunications equipment is challenging due to 

lengthy import procedures.

170,778
children enrolled in  
emergency education
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 Food Security and Livelihoods
Response

 ● Rapid response operations: Food distributions were completed in Ganyiel, Unity State, for about 54,000 
people. Registrations and distributions were ongoing in Gorwai, Lankien and Magok in Jonglei State; Wau 
Shilluk and Makok in Upper Nile State; and Kaltak in Lakes State for more than 120,000 people.

 ● Emergency crop kits to Equatorias: This week 30,000 emergency crop kits were prepared for beneficiaries 
in Central, Eastern and Western Equatoria states who have the opportunity to plant during the second planting 
season.  The crop kits are ready for dispatch to partners.

 ● Livelihoods support in Jonglei: 2,000 emergency crop kits were re-packaged and prepared for an airdrop in 
Pochalla, Jonglei State. Another 1,000 emergency crop kits were ready to be released to partners for beneficiaries 
in Pibor, Jonglei State. In total, over 137, 000 families have been reached with 222,452 emergency kits in the 
three most affected states of Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile.

 ● Sorghum supplies restored in Aweil: The supplies of sorghum grain in Aweil East County are now normal 
after traders resumed supplies from Sudan.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Access constraints: Rumbek North County was inaccessible for food partners due to insecurity.

 Health

Response
 ● Suspected cholera cases in Eastern Equatoria: 

In addition to the information in the table, another 52 
suspected cholera cases including one community 
death were reported in Ikotos, Eastern Equatoria. 
These cases and pending laboratory confirmation. 
The overall case fatality rate of the cholera outbreak 
is 2.2 per cent, above the emergency threshold of 
1 per cent. 

 ● Hepatitis E in Mingkaman: Surveillance of 
Hepatitis E was ongoing in Mingkaman. Since the 
start of the outbreak, 72 cases with 5 associated 
deaths have been reported. 

Needs, gaps, and constraints 
 ● Cholera response: Early detection and prevention 

of new cases in Eastern Equatoria continues to challenge health care providers, but care response is preventing 
deaths, and additional health partners are providing treatment.

 ● Secondary health care gaps: The lack of secondary health care capacity in Bentiu and Malakal hospitals 
remains a challenge.  Health partners will provide a secondary care/surgical care mapping update to better 
identify gaps.

 ● Health risks in Bentiu: Heavy rains and floods are increasing health risks for displaced people in the PoC site.

Logistics

Response
 ● Supplies airlifted: Over 71 metric tonnes (mt) of humanitarian supplies were airlifted on 

behalf of seven different organizations to Akobo, Bentiu, Koch, Malakal, and New Fangak.
 ● Additional aircraft contracted: The cluster began the process of contracting a Mi26 

helicopter to complement the current fleet (16 mt payload with two rotations per day). This 
asset will be based in Rumbek and will assist the cluster in delivering greater amounts of 
cargo to Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states.

 ● Fixed wing aircraft operational: The fixed wing aircraft (Hawker – 5 mt payload) was down for maintenance 
last week but is now fully operational.

 ● Barge progress: All four barges loaded with humanitarian aid departed Mangalla for Malakal on 6 August 
accompanied by UN force protection. 

71
metric tonnes of  
supplies airlifted 

During the  
past week

Cumulative 
since January

People reached 102,332 2 million
Outpatient consultations 76,228 951,763
Cholera cases 156 5,615
Hepatitis E cases (Mingkaman) 5 72
Measles vaccinations  14,663 397,400
Polio vaccinations 9,866 293,057
Cholera vaccinations (2 doses) - 120,176
Women provided ante-natal care 1,263 49,320
Women with assisted deliveries 282 8,772

Source: Health Cluster, as of 7 August 2014 (cholera figures as of 5 August)
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Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Poor road access due to rains: Roads are now deteriorating in the western corridor due to the rains. Additionally, 

the Juba-Rumbek road is in poor condition, however still passable. The latest Access Constraints Map can be 
found here: http://logcluster.org/sites/default/files/maps/lc_ss_774_currentroadclosures_20140001.pdf 

 ● Bentiu airstrip conditions: The Bentiu/Rubkona airstrip remains closed for fixed wing aircraft. Once there are 
two consecutive days without rain, airstrip maintenance will be undertaken. The Logistics Cluster continues to 
airlift supplies to Bentiu using the Mi8 helicopters, limiting the amount of cargo that can be delivered on a daily 
basis. 

          Mine  Action
Response

 ● School assessments:  The Ministry of Education has requested an assessment of seven schools in Malakal. 
Mine Action cluster will start surveying to ensure the opening of those schools as soon as possible.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Difficult conditions in Unity and Upper Nile: Mine action teams face challenges working in Unity and Upper 

Nile states due to weather constraints.

 Multi-Sector Response to Refugees
Response

 ● Programmes in Yida and Ajoung Thok: 18 metric tonnes (mt) of food was transported to Yida for the August 
general food distribution.13 mt of other assorted materials were pre-positioned in Yida and Ajoung Thok, including 
poles for shelter projects; construction materials for schools and health centre construction works.

 ● Learning and cultural programmes in Ajoung Thok: 17 Accelerated Learning Programme (ALP) teachers 
were trained in Ajoung Thok, Unity State. In addition, 32 ALP learners participated in “Dance for Peace”, while 
20 students (10 female and 10 male) fwere trained in Digital Photography and Storytelling.

Needs, gaps, constraints
 ● Insecurity in Maban: The general deterioration of the security situation in Upper Nile State, especially in Maban 

County, led to the evacuation of some 260 humanitarian workers. Essential staff will remain to support provision 
of basic services. In addition, recent heavy rains which caused flooding has affected road movement, thus 
rendering transportation of goods more difficult. 

 Nutrition
Response

 ● Nutrition activities ongoing: Comprehensive 
nutrition support continued at 143 locations 
with outpatient treatment programs, with 19 
stabilization centers, 144 targeted supplementary 
feeding programs, and 110 blanket supplementary 
feeding programs operational. 

Needs, gaps, constraints
 ● Nutrition situation in Bentiu: Nutrition partners 

have increased nutrition and medical screening a t 
the gate and an additional outpatient treatment 
site has been established.

 ● Impact of cholera: The cholera outbreak poses 
additional concern for nutrition partners. Partners 
are working to scale up outpatient treatment 
capacity in Wau Shilluk.

During the  
past week

Cumulative 
since January

People reached with nutrition 
support

655 320,503

People screened for acute 
malnutrition (6.7% identified with 
SAM; 12.6% identified with MAM)

5,898 638,618

Admissions to SAM treatment 
programs

184 42,647

Admissions to MAM treatment 
programs

306 39,547

Pregnant and lactating women 
(PLW) screened for acute 
malnutrition (24.7% identified with 
acute malnutrition)

1,421 118,208

PLW admission to acute 
malnutrition treatment programs

165 12,389

Source: Nutrition Cluster, as of 7 August 2014
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 Protection
Response

 ● Advocacy mission underway: An advocacy mission to assess the situation 
of children affected by the conflict was underway with the African Committee of 
Experts on the Rights and Welfare of Children (ACERWC).

 ● Rollout of birth-registration: An initiative between health and child protection 
actors to facilitate birth registration/notification of children was launched in PoC 
sites across the country.

 ● Assessment on Child Protection and Education in Emergency was in progress in Bor and planned in 
Bentiu to identify the evolving risks and priority protection interventions.

 ● Registrations of unaccompanied minors: As of 1 August 4,625 children were registered as unaccompanied, 
separated or missing. To date, family tracing and reunification efforts have reunified 333 children with their care-
givers (7 per cent of the caseload). 

 ● Psychosocial support provided through child-friendly spaces: As of 7 August, 60,107 children under 18s 
had been assisted through psychosocial support activities since January 2014, a 1.4 per cent increase since last 
week. 94 per cent of the 60,107 children have been reached through child-friendly spaces.

 ● Solar lamps distributed for safety: 2,782 female-headed households in Wau Shilluk, Upper Nile State, received 
handheld solar lamps to safely access latrines at night.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Re-allocation of child friendly spaces: In Malakal, six out of seven child-friendly spaces in the new POC sites 

were re-allocated to households. The cluster is actively advocating with CCCM partners regarding the possible 
protection issues raised.

 ● Re-unification rate below standards: Since January 2014, 7 per cent of registered separated children have 
been reunified, which is below minimum standards of 90 per cent. A national information-sharing protocol is 
being finalized and endorsed by partners to improve outcomes.

 Shelter and Non-Food Items
Response

 ● Assistance in Upper Nile: Distribution of household items continued, reaching 
some 130 families in Malakal town. 

 ● Assistance in Jonglei: In Bor, 951 families with children under 5 received 
blankets to help mitigate illness due to weather conditions in wet season. 
Verification was ongoing in areas around Yuai.

 ● Assistance in Unity: In Koch, distribution of NFI were ongoing and had reached 
a total of 2,924 families so far.

 ● Verification in Wau: In Wau, Western Bahr al Ghazal State, a verification 
exercise was ongoing for shelter and non-food items.

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Slow response in POC sites: Site and ground works needed to be completed before a full shelter response 

can be provided.
 ● Logistics required to transport stock from warehouse to field: The cluster has sent field officers to Rumbek to 

support stock movement on to field locations. The high demand for logistical assets has resulted in delay in delivery 
of supplies to several locations, sometimes for weeks.

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
Response

 ● Emergency WASH provision: Partners maintained emergency WASH services 
in Protection of Civilian (PoC) sites and other displacement sites. Since December, 
partners have reached close to 2.4 million conflict-affected people in over 55 sites.

 ● Progress against emergency standards: As of 7 August, global emergency 
standards for water supply (15 litres per person per day were being achieved 
in 28 sites. Sanitation coverage (at least 1 latrine per 50 people) was achieved 
in 14 sites. 

657,450
people reached with household 
items of which

230,350
received shelter assistance

2.4 million 

people reached with WASH 
assistance.

2,782
female-headed households 
received solar lamps
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 ● Ongoing cholera response: Cholera response, with WASH partners, was ongoing in Juba and Kodok/Lul, 
Malakal PoC and Wau Shilluk in Upper Nile State. WASH partners across South Sudan are working on cholera 
prevention activities. In Eastern Equatoria County, WASH partners scaled up to respond to the increase in 
cholera cases, focusing on Ikotos, Magwi and Lapof Lapon as next high-risk locations.

 ● Scale up continues in Bentiu PoC site: The scale up of WASH activities was ongoing in the Bentiu PoC.  
Water supply was at 11.6 litres per person per day. Sanitation remained a high priority, with 1 latrine per 70 
people currently available.  There is a current gap of 230 latrines to reach emergency SPHERE standards (1 
latrine per 50 people).  

Needs, gaps, and constraints
 ● Sanitation coverage: Keeping up the rate of latrine construction to match the rate of latrine decommissioning is 

making it challenging to scale up latrine coverage in many locations, especially where there has been flooding. 

Funding 
The funding requirements outlined in the Crisis Response Plan remained 50 per cent covered as of 7 August. 
Key funding gaps persisted in sectors such as camp coordination and management, education, food security and 
livelihoods, and nutrition. Livelihoods partners warned during the week that funding was running out to procure and 
distribute emergency livelihood kits, which allow displaced and other food insecure communities fish or plant fast-
growing crops to improve their access to nutritious food. 
Funding status by cluster (in US$ million)

Background on the crisis:
Conflict broke out in Juba, the capital of South Sudan, on 15 December 2013 and quickly spread to several other states. Within weeks, thou-
sands of people had been killed or wounded in the violence, and hundreds of thousands displaced from their homes. Despite the signing of 
a cessation of hostilities agreement on 23 January 2014 and a recommitment to the peace process on 9 May, fighting between Government 
and opposition forces has continued, especially in Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile states. The crisis has led to a serious deterioration in the 
food security situation, and some 3.9 million people will face alarming levels of food insecurity by August 2014.

For further information or to provide feedback on this product, please contact: 
Amanda Weyler, Public Information and Reporting Officer, weylera@un.org, +211 922 473 115
Jennifer Paton, Public Information and Reporting Officer, patonj@un.org, +211 920 100 413
Websites: www.unocha.org/south-sudan | http://southsudan.humanitarianresponse.info/
Facebook UNOCHA South Sudan | Twitter @OCHASouthSudan

Source: Financial Tracking Service, as of 7 August
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