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  Highlights 

 The WFP South Sudan Interim Country Strategic Plan 
for 2018 to 2020 was approved by the WFP Executive 

Board in November 2017, to take effect on 1 January 
2018.   

 The 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan for South 

Sudan, launched on 13 December, indicates that 7 
million people – well over half the population require 
humanitarian assistance.  

 WFP continues to deliver humanitarian assistance 
through the third northern corridor from Sudan to 
South Sudan.  

 WFP, alongside FAO and the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food Security, kicked off a state level training 
workshop on the Fall Armyworm (FAW).  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements   

(in USD)* 

Interim Country 

Strategic Plan (ICSP) 

Jan 2018 – Dec 2020 
3.2 b 113.7 m 294.3 m 

 

The South Sudan Interim Country Strategic Plan 

(ICSP) for 2018 to 2020 was approved by the WFP 

Executive Board in November 2017. It came into effect 

as of 01 January 2018. It replaces the Emergency 

Operation (EMOP), Protracted Relief and Recovery 

Operation (PRRO) and the Special Operations (SO). This 

Country Brief presents operational updates and 

challenges of the EMOP, PRRO and the Special 

Operations for December 2017.  

EMOP 200859: WFP’s emergency operation (EMOP) 

aims to provide life-saving assistance to 3 million people 

displaced and affected by conflict and acute food 

insecurity through food distributions and blanket and 

targeted supplementary feeding to prevent and treat 

acute malnutrition. To address the deepening food 

insecurity and expansion of conflict to new areas, the 

EMOP has shifted away from geographic targeting in the 

Greater Upper Nile Region to provide life-saving food 

assistance to populations throughout South Sudan. The 

Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster, which WFP co-

leads with FAO, has been incorporated under the EMOP, 

and seeks to ensure the most efficient response to food 

insecurity. 

PRRO 200572: Through its protracted relief and 

recovery operation (PRRO), WFP aims to provide food 

assistance to 1.1 million people, focusing on refugee 

populations and areas in the country that are more 

stable, where opportunities exist for transition and 

recovery activities. The PRRO include blanket and 

targeted supplementary feeding to prevent acute 

malnutrition, food assistance for assets (FFA), cash 

based transfers (CBT), food for education and Purchase for 

Progress (P4P).  

 

 

Special Operation (SO) 200778: Through the Logistics 

Cluster, WFP supports the humanitarian community by 

providing logistical expertise, coordination and 

transportation of humanitarian cargo. In 2016, the 

Logistics Cluster provided support to 117 humanitarian 

partners in South Sudan and facilitated cargo delivery to 

76 locations. More information: 

http://www.logcluster.org/ops/ssd11a. 

 

SO 201029: WFP operates the United Nations 

Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) on behalf of the 

humanitarian community, providing safe and reliable air 

transport to thousands of humanitarian personnel. So far 

in 2017, UNHAS transported a total of 87,707 passengers 

and about 1,584 mt of light humanitarian cargo on behalf 

of 274 registered users to 72 destinations. In addition, 

UNHAS performed 502 medical and security evacuations 

in South Sudan.   

 

SO 200379: The feeder roads operation is dedicated to 

linking farmers and communities to markets and basic 

services as well as to reducing transportation costs and 

improving delivery efficiency for humanitarian partners. 

All ongoing road works are expected to be completed by 

early 2019.  

  

Credit: WFP/ Lydia Wamala  
Caption: South Sudanese refugees cross the Kaya River 
into Uganda.  
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In Numbers 
4.8 million people assisted so far in 2017 by WFP 

1.9 million internally displaced people (OCHA) 

2 million South Sudanese refugees (UNHCR)  

209,662 people seeking shelter with the UN 

(UNMISS) 

4.8 million people estimated to be severely food 

insecure (IPC, November 2017) 

 

 

55% 45% 
People Assisted 
November 2017 
 

http://fscluster.org/south-sudan-rep
https://www.wfp.org/purchase-progress/overview
https://www.wfp.org/purchase-progress/overview
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/ssd11a
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20171213_SS_Humanitarian_Snapshot_November_final.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php
https://unmiss.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/171211_poc_update_-_183.pdf
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Operational Updates 

 Food Assistance: In 2017, WFP dispatched over 

271,667 mt of food and nutrition commodities by 

road, air and river to provide food and nutrition 

assistance to 4.8 million people in South Sudan. Out 

of these, 1.8 million people have been assisted in 

hard-to-reach areas through the WFP integrated 

rapid response mechanism (IRRM) teams. In 

November, despite security and access challenges, 

WFP assisted 2.2 million people with 23,500 mt of 

food and nutrition commodities.  

 

 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP): The 

HRP for South Sudan was launched on 13 December 

by the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster 

Management and the Humanitarian Coordinator for 

South Sudan. The 2018 outlook is dire with 7 million 

people in need of assistance, not including the 2 

million South Sudanese refugees residing in 

neighbouring countries. The HRP aims to provide 

food and livelihoods support to 6 million people. The 

response has been budgeted at USD 1.7 billion, out 

of which WFP requires USD 830 million. 
 

 Annual School Meal baseline survey: WFP 

completed the annual School Meals Programme 

baseline survey in 654 schools, with the objective to 

identify priorities for 2018, assess capacity gaps and 

needs of the schools and to recommend strategies for 

improvements. In 2017, WFP supported 264,344 

school children across the country with school meals 

and take-home rations.  
 

 State level training workshops on Fall 

Armyworm (FAW): WFP, FAO and the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS) have started a 

state level training workshop on FAW. Through 

training of trainer sessions, state level agriculture 

extension workers and NGO agricultural staff are 

being trained on FAW awareness and simple control 

and mitigation methods. This knowledge will then be 

cascaded down to farming households to help control 

the FAW outbreak and its potential devastating 

impacts. 

 

 Humanitarian assistance from the third 

Northern Corridor: The third corridor from Sudan to 

South Sudan opened up in late November allowing 

WFP to augment its food delivery requirement to 

assist people in Greater northern Bahr el Ghazal 

region. Throughout December, over 4,000 mt 

reached South Sudan through this corridor. 

Transporting food commodities from El-Obeid in 

Sudan over Kordofan to Aweil in South Sudan, allows 

WFP to deliver humanitarian assistance faster and 

more cost efficiently compared to its southern 

corridors from Kenya and Uganda.  

 

Challenges 

 The security situation remains being the biggest 

constraint to ensure stable humanitarian assistance 
across the country, threatening operations and staff 

countrywide.  
 
 

 

 

In July 2011, the Republic of South Sudan gained independence 
from Sudan, ending one of the longest civil wars on record, and 
remains the world’s youngest nation. In December 2013, armed 
conflict broke out between forces loyal to President Salva Kiir 
and those loyal to Vice President Riek Machar, who had been 
ousted during a power struggle. After two years of conflict, in 
April 2016, Riek Machar returned to South Sudan and was 
sworn in as the first Vice President within the Transitional 

Government of National Unity, as part of the compromise peace 
agreement. Renewed fighting erupted in mid-July, resulting in 
increased violence and insecurity throughout the country. As a 
result, Riek Machar fled the country and Taban Deng Gai was 
appointed first vice president which has led to increased 
fractions within the Opposition. However, on 22 December 2017 
the Government and several opposition groups signed a 
cessation of hostility agreement.  

The country has some of the world’s worst socio-economic 
indicators. Despite the nation’s vast arable land, oil reserves, 
untapped water resources and large stocks of cattle and 
fisheries, the general lack of road infrastructure, market 

integration, or investment in agriculture, coupled with more 
than three years of conflict, has led to widespread food and 
nutrition insecurity. As many as 4.8 million people are currently 
facing severe food insecurity. In the beginning of 2018, the 
number of severely food insecure people is expected to increase 
to 5.1 million. Nearly 25,000 people are experiencing extreme 
hunger conditions and face starvation if assistance is not 
sustained. In all, 2 million people require immediate regular 
humanitarian assistance to prevent a catastrophe.  

In 2016 WFP provided food assistance to 4 million people 

throughout South Sudan. WFP support includes emergency food 

assistance and recovery operations. WFP has been present in 

South Sudan as a country office since independence in 2011 

(and in Sudan since 1963). 

 

Donors (2017, listed alphabetically) 

Australia, Brazil, Canada, CERF, China, Denmark, European 
Commission, Faroe Islands, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, 
Hungary, Japan, Lithuania, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Norway, Slovenia, South Korea, Switzerland, UN South Sudan 
Humanitarian Fund, UN Funds and Agencies (excluding CERF), United 
Kingdom, United States of America 

 

 

 

 

Country Director: Adnan Khan  

Contact info: wfp.southsudan@wfp.org 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/south-sudan  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

181 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower  

Population: 13 million 

Country Background & Strategy 
 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/south-sudan

