
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WFP South Sudan  
Country Brief    
 
 
 

 

In Numbers 
1.6 million Internally displaced people (OCHA est.) 

169,418 people seeking shelter with the UN (UNMISS est.) 

4.8 million people in emergency or crisis level food 

insecurity (IPC, May-July 2016) 

 

 
54% 46% 

People Assisted 
June 2016 

 

WFP Assistance 

 

July 2016 

 

Highlights 
 

 Heavy fighting broke out in Juba on 7 July; although 

a ceasefire has since been declared, the situation 

remains tense and unpredictable. Fighting has also 

been reported in other parts of the country. 

 

 Efforts to scale up food assistance to populations 

facing rising food insecurity are ongoing. In Northern 

Bahr el Ghazal, air drops of food assistance recently 

commenced. 
 

 Over 4,600 mt of food looted from WFP’s warehouse, 

along with physical assets like vehicles, spare parts, 

and other equipment. Losses valued at 
approximately USD 28 million.  

 

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Emergency Operation in Response to Conflict in South Sudan 

EMOP 200859** 

(Oct 2015 – Sept 2016) 554.5 m 
463 m 
(83%) 

102 m 
(37%)  

Food & Nutrition Assistance for Relief & Recovery, Supporting 

Transition & Enhancing Capabilities to Ensure Sustainable Hunger 

Solutions 

PRRO 200572 

(Jan 2014 – Dec 2016) 768 m 
538.6 m  

(70%) 
37.4 m 
(38%)  

Strengthening Food Security & Livelihoods Cluster Coordination in 
Response to Humanitarian Situation in South Sudan 

SO 200775 

(Jan 2015 – Dec 2016) 1.9 m 
568,000 

(29%) 
    n/a 

South Sudan Logistics Cluster Activities in Support of the 

Humanitarian Situation in South Sudan 

SO 200778 

(Jan 2015 – Dec 2016) 71 m 
70 m  
(98%) 

n/a 

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster Activities and Services in 

Support of the Humanitarian Community in South Sudan 

SO 200931 

(Jan – Dec 2016) 663,000 
663,373 
(100%) 

n/a 

Provision of Humanitarian Air Services in South Sudan 

SO 200786 

(Jan 2015 – Dec 2016) 118 m 
92 m  
(78%) 

n/a 

Feeder Road Construction in Support of WFP Operations in South 

Sudan 

SO 200379 

(Mar 2011 – Dec 2018) 167.3 m 
97 m  
(58%) 

n/a 

*August 2016 – January 2017              **Budget revision to extend project is underway 

 

EMOP 200859: WFP’s emergency operation (EMOP) aims 

to assist 1.6 million people displaced and affected by 

conflict, in the three conflict affected states, through food 

distributions, blanket and targeted supplementary feeding, 

cash based transfers (CBT), emergency food for education 

and institutional feeding. 

PRRO 200572: WFP’s protracted relief and recovery 

operation (PRRO) aims to assist 1.6 million people through 

food distributions, blanket and targeted supplementary 

feeding, institutional feeding, food assistance for assets, 

food for education, CBTs and Purchase for Progress (P4P). 

 

SO 200775: The Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster, 

which WFP co-leads with FAO, is dedicated to 

coordinating the food security sector nationally to ensure 

the most efficient response to food availability and 

access issues. More information: 

http://fscluster.org/south-sudan-rep  

SO 200778: Through the Logistics Cluster, WFP 

supports the humanitarian community by providing 

logistical expertise, coordination and transportation of 

humanitarian cargo. More information: 

http://www.logcluster.org/ops/ssd11a  

SO 200931: The Emergency Telecommunications 

Cluster (ETC) provides necessary telecommunication 

services where basic infrastructure is limited. More 

information: 

https://www.etcluster.org/emergencies/south-sudan-

conflict  

SO 200786: WFP operates the United Nations 

Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) on behalf of the 

humanitarian community, providing safe and reliable air 

transport to thousands of humanitarian personnel. 

SO 200379: The feeder roads operation is dedicated to 

linking farmers and communities to markets and basic 

services as well as to reducing transportation costs and 

improving delivery efficiency. 

 

 

 

Credit: ©WFP/Giuseppe Linardi 
Caption: A young girl receives High Energy Biscuits at 
the UNMISS Tomping base days after the violence broke 
out in Juba.  

 

Main 
Photo 

 

http://fscluster.org/south-sudan-rep
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/ssd11a
https://www.etcluster.org/emergencies/south-sudan-conflict
https://www.etcluster.org/emergencies/south-sudan-conflict


WFP South Sudan Country Brief 
July 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 Heavy fighting broke out in Juba on 7 July between the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and the SPLA-In 
Opposition (IO), leading to displacement of thousands of 
civilians. While a ceasefire was declared by both parties 
on 11 July, the situation remains tense and unpredictable. 
Sporadic fighting between the SPLA, SPLA/IO and other 

armed groups has been reported in other parts of the 
country, particularly in Eastern and Western Equatoria, 
Upper Nile and Unity states.  

 In the aftermath of the recent fighting in Juba, 
emergency food assistance was prioritized for displaced 
people living in the protection of civilian (POC) sites who 
were not able to return home, as a means to mitigate pull 

factors and to encourage them to return home where 
possible. Emergency food rations were given to 7,000 
people who were unable to return home due to the 
insecurity. 

 WFP also completed food distributions for the registered 
30,000 displaced persons. At the UNMISS Tomping base 

and the PoC sites, WFP provided blanket supplementary 
feeding programme (BSFP) for children under five years, 
pregnant women and nursing mothers.  

 WFP continues to scale up its response to the 
deteriorating food and nutrition security situation in 
Northern Bahr el Ghazal where about 60 percent of the 
population ( 845,000 people) - is facing crisis and 

emergency levels of food insecurity. WFP plans to assist 
532,000 people through food distributions, nutrition 
interventions, and food assistance for assets 
programmes. With the deteriorated road conditions during 
this rainy season, WFP has extended airdrops to Northern 
Bahr el Ghazal.  For the first time since the country’s 
independence, WFP has extended airdrops to Northern 

Bahr el Ghazal. 

 WFP remains concerned about the situation in Western 
Bahr el Ghazal where the food and nutrition security 
situation is declining. However, WFP does not have access 
to affected populations outside of Wau town because of 

insecurity, and assistance is limited to 40,000 displaced 

people.  

Challenges 

 Following the fighting in Juba, WFP’s main warehouse in 
Juba was looted off approximately 4,600 mt of food 

commodities – about half of which were nutrition 
commodities for mothers and children – along with 
vehicles, fuel, spare parts, and other physical assets. The 
losses, valued at approximately USD 28 million, have a 
significant impact on WFP’s operations with fewer vehicles 
available for delivery of food and immediate shortfalls of 
some commodities. 

 Access remains a significant constraint to WFP’s 
operations in South Sudan. Now fully into the rainy 
season, road access is extremely limited throughout the 

country. Insecurity remains a challenge, with increased 
population movement observed into the PoC sites in Juba 
as well as Bentiu where intense fighting has recently 
taken place. The operating environment is increasingly 

tense, with humanitarian workers receiving threats, facing 
harassment and further restrictions on a daily basis. 

 The insecurity in South Sudan has resulted in the 
evacuation of non-critical staff from both UN agencies and 
NGO partners. Limited partner presence has an impact on 
WFP’s food assistance interventions, as programmes are 

implemented jointly with partners.   

 

 

 In July 2011, the Republic of South Sudan gained 

independence from Sudan, ending one of the longest civil 

wars in record, and remains the world’s youngest nation. 

In December 2013, armed conflict broke out between 

forces loyal to President Salva Kiir and those loyal to Vice 

President Riek Machar, who had been ousted during a 

power struggle. After two years of conflict, in late April 

2016, Riek Machar returned to South Sudan and was 

sworn in as the first Vice President as part of the 

compromise peace agreement. A Transitional 

Government of National Unity has since been sworn in.   

The country has some of the world’s worst socio-

economic indicators. Despite the nation’s vast arable 

land, oil reserves, untapped water resources and large 

stocks of cattle and fisheries, the general lack of road 

infrastructure, market integration, or investment in 

agriculture has led to widespread food and nutrition 

insecurity. An early and widespread onset to the 2016 

lean season was observed, driven by poor market supply, 

high prices for staple foods and other commodities and 

poor harvests in some locations. 

In 2016, WFP aims to assist 3 million people: this 

includes lifesaving emergency assistance for 1.6 million 

people directly affected by conflict, and non-emergency 

food assistance for a further 1.6 million people through 

recovery operations.  

WFP has been present in South Sudan since 

independence in 2013 (and in Sudan since 1963).  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

Donors (2015-2016, listed alphabetically) 

Canada, CERF, People’s Republic of China, European Union, Finland, 
Germany, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Qatar, Korea, South Sudan, 
Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States of America 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

169 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower  

Contact info: Anna Soper, Reports Officer, anna.soper@wfp.org  

Country Director: Joyce Luma 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/south-sudan  
 

Population: 11.7 million 

Country Background & Strategy 
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