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 HIGHLIGHTS 

• An urgent scale up of humanitarian assistance is 
required to prevent extreme food security and 
nutrition outcomes, including the risk of famine 
between now and June. Latest projections inform of 
a reasonable chance of famine occurring in six 
areas across Somalia through June. 
 

• In January and February, 186 humanitarian 
partners reached almost two million people affected 
by drought with life-saving assistance. With more 
resources and better access to affected areas, the 
partners will assist more people. 
 

• Health partners have scaled up responses to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the low uptake, over 
1.6 million people (one in every 10 people) have 
received at least one dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine since 16 March 2021.  
 

• The Federal Government of Somalia and the United 
Nations launched a four-year durable solutions 
project, targeting more than 75,000 IDPs and 
vulnerable host communities. 
 

• Government authorities and humanitarian partners 
are striving to provide emergency education in IDP 
settlements and continue to advocate for the 
integration of school-going children into existing 
education structures. 

 

KEY FIGURES 

 

 
INCREASED ASSISTANCE URGENTLY NEEDED TO AVERT RISK OF FAMINE 
 
An urgent and timely scale up of humanitarian assistance is required to prevent extreme food security and nutrition 
outcomes, including the risk of famine between now and June 2022. Latest projections by the Food Security and 
Nutrition Analysis Unit (Famine Risk Analysis March 2022) and partners, inform of a reasonable chance of famine 
occurring in six areas across Somalia through June 2022 if the April to June rains fail, food prices continue to rise and 
humanitarian assistance is not scaled up to reach the most vulnerable populations. According to the analysis, the 
deteriorating food security and nutrition situation across many parts of Somalia is driven by worsening, multi -season 
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drought that has gripped the country since late 2020. Persistent insecurity, conflict and unresolved political tensions – 
particularly in central and southern Somalia – as well as global supply and price shocks are further exacerbating the 
food insecurity situation. Areas at risk of famine include the Hawd pastoral areas in central and Hiraan regions, Addun 
pastoral areas in northeast and central, Bay and Bakool agropastoral areas and IDP settlements in Mogadishu, Baidoa 
and Dhuusamarreeb. These areas are currently classified in Emergency (IPC Phase 4), with five to 10 per cent of the 
population facing food catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) outcomes. Other areas of concern include southern agropastoral 
areas, the southern rain-fed agropastoral areas of Middle and Lower Juba, and Togdheer agropastoral livelihood 
zones as well as IDP settlements in Burao, Garowe, Belet Weyne, Doolow and Kismayo. 
 
Prevailing La Niña conditions are most likely to result in a historic, fourth consecutive below-average rainfall season in April-
June 2022 with potentially catastrophic results, according to the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU)1 and 
partners. Most of the annual rainfall in Somalia (75 per cent) is recorded during the April to June (gu’) season, and its 
performance is critical for crop and livestock-dependent livelihoods. Since December 2021, extreme drought conditions 
have affected about 4.9 million people, with about 719,000 displaced from their homes in search of water, food, and pasture 
as of March. The emergency is decimating the lives of people whose coping capacities were already eroded by decades of 
conflict, food shortages, climatic shocks, disease outbreaks, desert locust infestations and the COVID-19 pandemic. An 
estimated 3.5 million people lack sufficient access to water, and more than six million people (up from the current 4.8 million 
people) will need food assistance to prevent crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse outcomes this year. This includes 1.7 million 
people who are expected to be in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) and over 81,000 people to face IPC Phase 5 (Catastrophe). 
 
Humanitarian partners, authorities and local communities have prioritized responses, re-programmed activities and scaled 
up assistance to meet staggeringly increased needs. In January and February, 186 humanitarian partners reached almost 
2 million people with life-saving assistance and protection services. With more resources and better access to affected 
people, more people will be reached with assistance. As of 31 March, US$56.1 million has been contributed to the 2022 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP), which requires $1.5 billion to assist 5.5 million Somalis. In addition, the World Bank 
has dedicated $45 million in re-programmed and new resources for the drought response. More funding for priority sectors 
is, however, urgently required to avert the worst outcomes, including the risk of famine. Existing commitments must be 
frontloaded to enable response commensurate with the urgency and scale of need.  
 

HEALTH PARTNERS TACKLE COVID-19 AMID WEAK HEALTH SYSTEMS 
 
Somalia confirmed the first case of COVID-19 on 16 March 2020. Since then, more than 26,000 cases have been confirmed 
in the country. From the onset, humanitarian agencies were concerned that the spread of the virus could have a devastating 
impact, given the lack of capacity to prevent, detect and respond to such a pandemic. Less than 20 per cent of health 
facilities had the required equipment and supplies to 
manage epidemics. There were fears that a full-scale 
outbreak would disrupt the ability of humanitarian 
agencies to respond to existing humanitarian needs, thus 
compounding the situation. Before COVID-19, an 
estimated 30 per cent of the population already required 
some form of humanitarian assistance. 
 
To ensure a coordinated and strategic response to the 
pandemic, WHO served as a key technical advisor in the 
development, coordination and implementation of 
Somalia’s national response plan for COVID-19, as well 
as the UN and partners’ preparedness and response 
plan. At the national level, a strategic coordination 
platform was set up between WHO and the health 
authorities, the UN, donors and partners. A technical 
incident management system team was created within 
the Somalia WHO country office, and the team supported 
the creation of similar technical and management 
structures in the Federal Ministry of Health and Human 
Services.  

 
1 Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit, Food Security Outlook Report for Feb-Sept 2022, March 28, 2022 

Source: WHO 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2022_Somalia_HRP.pdf
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/somalia/index.html
https://www.fsnau.org/downloads/Somalia-food-security-outlook-Feb-Sep-2022.pdf
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With a view to keeping key actors informed of the evolution of the pandemic and response needs, WHO regularly briefed 
the Somalia Health Donor Group and Somalia Humanitarian Donor Group and provided timely and reliable information 
through a dashboard that was updated daily. In addition, WHO published a weekly situation report in collaboration with the 
Federal Ministry of Health and Human Services. Partnership and collaborations between health authorities was scaled up 
to fund and implement critical components of the response to the pandemic, including purchasing and transporting vital 
equipment, medical supplies and COVID-19 samples throughout Somalia. 

The demand for COVID-19 vaccination, however, remains low. According to WHO, more than 1.6 million people (at least 
one in 10 people) in the country have received at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine since 16 March 2021, when the 
first vaccine dose was administered in Mogadishu. Health Cluster partners attribute the low uptake of vaccines to several 
factors, including the lower number of new COVID-19 infections reported, the unpredictability of supplies, the short shelf 
life of the vaccines, and lack of access to vaccination centres owing to insecurity and geographic distance. Vaccine delivery 
within the country remains challenging and requires careful planning and logistics, partly because the primary cold store for 
Somalia is in Nairobi, Kenya, and it takes time for the supplies to reach the states.  

By the end of 2021, only 5.5 per cent of the population were fully vaccinated, which is below the WHO’s target of reaching 
at least 40 per cent of the population by December 2021. High-risk groups, including health workers, the police, teachers, 
point of entry staff and the elderly, continue to be prioritized for vaccination, according to the recommendations of WHO’s 
Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization. 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND UNITED NATIONS LAUNCH DURABLE 
SOLUTIONS PROJECT FOR IDPS  
 

On 20 March, the Federal Government of Somalia and the United Nations launched a four-year multi-million project named 
‘Saameynta’, the Somali word for “impact”. The project targets more than 75,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) and 
vulnerable host communities in Baidoa, Belet Weyne and Bossaso districts. The overall objective of the project is to 
decrease dependency on humanitarian aid, reduce poverty and promote IDPs integration in cities, according to the 
authorities. 

Due to the protracted humanitarian crises in the 
country, including natural and human-induced 
shocks, more than 2.9 million Somalis are 
displaced within the country and are living in 
congested settlements. Most IDP sites lack proper 
shelter and the IDPs live under the risk of forced 
evictions, as the majority are on private property. 
Over 31,000 people have been forcefully evicted 
from their settlements in 2022, according to the 
Norwegian Refugee Council, leading to multiple 
displacements and compounding protection risks. 
The situation calls for continued advocacy as 
evictions are a major obstacle to achieving 
durable solutions. 

The ‘Saameynta’ project aims to leverage planned 
urbanization and investment to provide affordable 
housing, employment opportunities and 
community assets such as infrastructure, irrigation 
facilities, markets and other locally identified 
priorities for communities affected by 
displacement. The project will seek to increase 
self-reliance and access to sustainable basic 
services including water, shelter, and health services for the targeted population. The International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) is leading the implementation, in partnership with the Federal Government of Somalia and will work together 
with the UNDP and UN-HABITAT, supported by the Integrated Office of the UN Resident Coordinator. The project will 
complement Somalia’s national durable solutions strategy 2020 – 2024, that contains a framework for realization of an 
enabling environment for IDPs, refugees, asylum seekers, refugee returnees and vulnerable host communities, to gradually 
access durable solutions in an equitable and non-discriminatory manner.  

Saameynta will increase self-reliance, reduce poverty, and enhance access to basic services 
in IDP camps. Photo: OCHA 

https://evictions.nrcsystems.net/index.php?myselyear=2022
https://somalia.iom.int/
https://somalia.iom.int/
https://www.so.undp.org/
https://unhabitat.org/somalia
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ACCESS TO EDUCATION RAISES HOPE FOR DISPLACED FAMILIES; 
PARTNERS CALL FOR SUSTAINED SUPPORT 
 

 
Settlements designated IDPs in Somalia seldom provide educational opportunities for children due to their temporary 
nature and inadequate resources. In locations where limited education facilities exist, most parents cannot afford to send 
their children to school, as they lack access to a sustainable livelihood. Many rely on casual labour, which is inadequate 
to even meet the basic needs of their families. Moreover, in some cases, boys are often favoured over girls in accessing 
education due to cultural and other reasons.  
 
In some cases, Government authorities, in 
collaboration with humanitarian partners, 
provide emergency education in IDP 
settlements, while in situations of 
protracted displacement, advocate for the 
integration of school-going children into 
already existing structures, to ensure 
continuity. This is the case with Faaruuq 
Community School, in Doolow Town, Gedo 
Region in southern Somalia, which has 
opened its doors to children from families 
displaced by drought and/or conflict to 
Qansaxley IDP site. The school consists of 
five classes, from standard one to five. 
Children study in the sweltering heat, with 
temperatures rising to 37°C during the day. This notwithstanding, the children, families and teachers embrace the 
challenges and remain committed, in the hope that a chance at education could make a difference in their lives.   
 
“My three children are now able to read and write because of the school,” said Fatima Mohamed, a displaced mother of 
six, living in Qansaxley “They are in grades one, three and five. They now help me in bookkeeping. I run a small 
vegetable kiosk in the IDP site, and my children write down the names of people who owe me money and the amount, 
making it easy to follow up on my debtors.” 

Fatima further explained: “I did not get that opportunity [to attend school] during my childhood because I was born and 
grew up in an agro-pastoral society. Going to school was very unusual.” The five teachers at the school say despite the 
circumstances, they are inspired to keep classes going for the 260 students (43 per cent girls) currently enrolled at the 
school; of whom about 160 students come from Qansaxley IDP settlement.  

The school is being supported by the Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) through a project implemented by the Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) Somalia, which is coming to an end on April 14 April 2022, and could potentially 
suffer a major setback if no additional support is received. The SHF project has been supporting teachers’ incentives for 
nine months from August 2021 to April 2022. 

Along with providing school and learning supplies, the SHF funded schools also embed feeding programme that has 
remained instrumental in enrolment and retention of students helping with food security at household level.   

Implementing education-in-emergencies remains a major challenge for partners, as the majority rely on donor funding for 
their projects. Community Education Committees and the local communities are looking for a continued and sustained 
support so that “the children and their families do not lose hope in seeing a better future.”  

 

COMMUNITY-BASED HEALTH AND NUTRITION FACILITIES OFFER A 
REPRIEVE IN EMERGENCIES  
 

As severe drought escalates in Somalia and water shortages become critical, the number of people affected has significantly 
increased, placing an additional burden on the limited medical and nutrition services across all affected areas.  

“Access to food and water has become a challenge for us due to the extreme drought; we do not have enough to keep the 
children satisfied, “says Fadumo, a mother of six living in Wadamago Village, Caynabo District, Sool Region, Somaliland. 

Displaced children in their classroom in Faaruuq Community School supported by SHF on 28 March 2022. 
Photo: OCHA 

https://www.unocha.org/somalia/shf
https://adrasom.org/
https://adrasom.org/
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Health partners across Somaliland are implementing Mother-and Child Health (MCH) activities, the majority offering child 
delivery services and neonatal care. Some facilities are adjacent to hospitals, where patients with more complex cases are 
referred. The Wadamago MCH, run by Save the Children with funding from the German Federal Foreign Office, is one of 
the local centres providing essential services to mothers and children in 
Somaliland. “I come here regularly to receive medicine and nutrition 
supplies for my family and myself,” said Fadumo as she waited in line with 
one of her youngest children.  

The facility provides primary medical care, child vaccination, treatment of 
malnutrition, integrated health nutrition programs for mothers and young 
children, education and child protection to about 21,000 people from 
Wadamago village and its surroundings. The staff at the facility have 
reported a surge in acute watery diarrhoea cases and a spike in 
malnutrition cases, especially in children under 5 largely due to increased 
displacement into congested settlements. According to the staff, the 
current supplies can cover the needs for this quarter but will run short as 
the demand grows. Similar observations were made in Caynabo, Sool 
Region, where health workers are providing essential services to mothers 
and children. Monthly admissions of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) 
cases have increased gradually from 24 in January to 29 cases in March. 

“My son was very weak when he was admitted, weighing only five 
kilograms at six months. A week later, he is seven kilograms, and his vitals 
are steadily improving,” said Safiar. She travelled to Caynabo MCH centre 
from Oog Village, 15 km away. CARE and Save the Children support the 
facility.  

Since the beginning of the year, health partners have supported integrated 
nutrition and health outreach activities at 268 sites reporting increased 
cases of acute malnutrition and suspected measles. Hygiene supplies 
have been delivered to over 70,000 people in Acute Watery 
Diarrhoea/Cholera hotspot locations. Most health units include a community component, focused on education and 
awareness-raising activities. 

“The water situation is much worse now than during the 2017 drought,” said a health worker at Caynabo MCH. “In the past 
years, we have made progress in assisting more people. For example, with available resources in the MCH, we are now 
able to treat severe malnutrition. Back then, many of the supplies and services were simply not available.”  

Response activities combining health; water, sanitation and hygiene services; nutrition and protection are vital for the people 
of Somaliland. The drought emergency has pushed the coping capacities of many Somalis to the limit. According to the 
FSNAU, the number of people facing a food crisis and emergency (IPC 3 and 4) in Somaliland is likely to reach 350,000 by 
the end of March.  

For further information, please contact:  
 
Ogoso, Erich Opolot | Head of Communications | ogoso@un.org | Tel. +254 720 766 587.   
Mursal Ali | Public Information Officer | mursalali@un.org I Tel: +252 61 5679 998/ +252 61 9150 457 
Anjichi, Truphosa Kodumbe | Humanitarian Reporting Officer | anjichi@un.org | Tel. +254 722 839 182  
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.reliefweb.int/country/som  
www.ochasomalia.org  |  www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/somalia 
 
 

Safiar and her 6-month-old child who was on treatment for 
malnutrition. Photo: OCHA 

https://somalia.savethechildren.net/
https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/
https://www.care.org/our-work/where-we-work/somalia/
mailto:ogoso@un.org
mailto:mursalali@un.org
mailto:anjichi@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/somalia
http://www.reliefweb.int/country/som
http://www.ochasomalia.org/

