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HIGHLIGHTS 

• At least 34 districts are facing alarming water shortages 
with reports of pre-drought conditions in some places. 
The worst-affected areas are in Somaliland, Puntland, 
Galmudug, Hirshabelle and Jubaland.  
 

• To mitigate the impact of water shortages, the Somalia 
Humanitarian Fund (SHF) is launching a US$13.3 
million allocation that will be complemented by a $7 
million grant from the Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF). A CERF Anticipatory Action grant of $20 
million has also been approved. 

 
• COVID-19 cases have drastically increased in recent 

weeks, pushing total reported cases since the outbreak 
started nearly a year ago, to over 10,000 with over 400 
related deaths. 

 
• Violence against humanitarian personnel and facilities 

continues to create major access challenges, 
hampering efforts by humanitarian workers to reach some communities in need of assistance. 

KEY FIGURES 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  

Urgent action needed to prevent catastrophic impact of extreme dry conditions  

More than 34 districts across Somaliland, Puntland, Galmudug, Hirshabelle and Jubaland are facing alarming water 
scarcity. Over 83,000 have been displaced in Somalia due to water shortages since November 2020. According to FEWS 
NET’s food security outlook, most of Somalia has been experiencing drier and hotter than normal conditions since 
January. The dry conditions follow a generally below-average Deyr rainfall season in late 2020. Cumulative rainfall during 
the October to December 2020 Deyr was lower than the historical average in the north and most of the south, with the 
biggest deficits occurring in parts of Togdheer, Gedo and Lower Juba regions.  

Erratic weather patterns are expected to continue, including an anticipated La Niña. At least 3.4 million people are projected 
to be affected by drought-like conditions in 2021, of whom about 380,000 are expected to be displaced due to extreme dry 
conditions. The situation is also challenging for women and children, especially girls, because scarcity increases the care 
burden required to collect water as well as risk of abuse and violence. Consuming contaminated water also increases 
diseases and puts children at high risk of becoming malnourished. In addition, water scarcity will decimate pasture for 
livestock and exacerbate food insecurity.  

5.9M 
People in need of 
humanitarian 
assistance 

2.9M 
People displaced by conflict 
and natural disasters across 
the country 

83K 
People displaced by water 
shortages since November 
2020. 

1.6M 
People currently 
experiencing acute food 
insecurity. 

10K 
Cases of COVID-19 
reported since March 
2020. 
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Families displaced by water shortages in Lower Shabelle region pictured recently in 

Kahda district, Banadir region. Photo: OCHA 

https://fews.net/east-africa/somalia/food-security-outlook/february-2021
https://fews.net/east-africa/somalia/food-security-outlook/february-2021
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Already, an estimated 1.6 million Somalis are experiencing acute food insecurity. Without sustained humanitarian 
assistance, the number of people facing acute food insecurity is likely to increase to 2.7 million through June, including 
839,000 children under 5 years who are likely to suffer from acute malnutrition.  

In response, the Federal Government of 
Somalia has constituted a National Drought 
Committee co-chaired by the Minister of 
Finance and the Minister of Humanitarian 
Affairs and Disaster Management. Drought 
Committees which include government and 
humanitarian partners have also been set up 
in Somaliland, Puntland, Galmudug and 
Jubaland, and appeals for assistance issued. 
OCHA is working with humanitarian partners 
and authorities to scale up and prioritize 
immediate life-saving responses to people 
living in the most affected areas with the 
limited resources available. So far, partners 
are trucking water to about 300,000 people 
across the country.  

Furthermore, the Somalia Humanitarian Fund 

(SHF) is launching a $13.3 million allocation 
that will be complemented by a $7 million 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
Rapid Response grant. In addition, a CERF 
Anticipatory Action grant of $20 million has 
also been approved as the triggers for drought 
conditions have been met, as shown in the 
latest report by FAO’s Food Security and 
Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU).  

With over 83,300 people already displaced 
by extreme dry conditions across Somalia 
since November 2020, the humanitarian 
partners are warning that the international 
community must act now to prevent a 
catastrophe. Long-term sustainable 
development solutions are also needed to 
complement humanitarian action and address 
root causes of recurrent climatic shocks. 
Operationalizing the humanitarian, 
development, peacebuilding nexus is central 
to long-term solutions in Somalia. 

Over the last 10 years, access to and use of safe drinking water and sanitation has significantly increased in Somalia. Over 
half of the Somali population had basic access to safe drinking water in 2019, compared to 20 per cent coverage in 2010. 
Despite progress, much more needs to be done. Somalia did not achieve the Millennium Development Goals on water and 
is behind on its progress on the Sustainable Development Goals. About 23 per cent of rural Somalis drink unimproved or 
unprotected water and 5 per cent drink purely surface water. Somalia is the only country in the world with a gap exceeding 
50 points between urban and rural use of water services.  

COVID-19 cases spike ahead of vaccination  

The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in Somalia has surged in recent weeks, pushing total reported cases since the 
outbreak started a year ago to over 10,000 with over 400 related deaths. The current wave, according to WHO, is the worst 
since May-June 2020 when Somalia experienced a peak after the first few laboratory-confirmed cases – which were all 
travel-associated – triggered community transmission across the country. Despite this, human-to-human transmission in 
Somalia has been observed to have significantly weakened and virus circulation and transmission continue to slow down 

Map of Somalia showing areas most affected by water shortages. Source: OCHA 

https://www.unocha.org/somalia/
https://www.unocha.org/somalia/shf
https://cerf.un.org/
https://www.fsnau.org/
https://www.fsnau.org/
https://covid19som-ochasom.hub.arcgis.com/
https://www.who.int/gho/countries/som/en/
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across the country. Still, it is projected about 20 per cent of Somalia’s population will suffer from direct and indirect impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2021. 

To mitigate the spike, the Federal Government of Somalia banned all 
public gatherings, closed schools and universities and instructed 
Government employees to work from home beginning on 17 
February. Humanitarian partners have scaled up awareness-raising 
efforts, with community mobilisers reaching 65,637 individuals in 
12,534 households with key health messages focusing on COVID-19 
symptoms, transmission, testing and prevention measures during the 
reporting period.  

The WHO in collaboration with the Federal Government of Somalia 
expects to roll out 1.2 million doses of the Oxford-AstraZeneca 
vaccine in March. The vaccine will cover 600,000 frontline health 
workers, which is 3 per cent of Somalia’s population. More doses of 
the vaccine are expected to be delivered in coming months. The EU 
has also launched a €5 million ($6 million) project to support WHO 
activities and the Federal Government of Somalia to prevent further 
spread of COVID-19 and strengthen health service delivery across 
the country. 

In 2020, WHO scaled up COVID-19 responses by setting up three 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing laboratories in 
Mogadishu, Hargeysa and Garowe for COVID-19 testing, 
deploying 73 rapid response teams for case investigation, alert verification and sample collection, training 7,343 health 
workers and deploying 3,327 community health workers. Up to 4.57 million households were visited to identify COVID-
19 cases and undertake contact tracing, and 122,166 suspected cases were investigated and tested. 

Humanitarian access in Somalia remains challenging 

Throughout 2020, the humanitarian access situation across Somalia proved challenging. While access constraints such as 
restrictions of movement for humanitarian personnel and supplies, violence against humanitarians and ongoing military 
operations and hostilities continued to limit humanitarian access as in previous years, the COVID-19 pandemic added 
another layer of complexity, further limiting the ability of humanitarians to reach communities as well as the latter’s ability to 
reach humanitarian assistance and services.  

Humanitarian access challenges were most frequently reported in South West, Jubaland and Hirshabelle states, which 
combined made up some 53 per cent of all access incidents reported in Somalia in 2020. The primary constraint recorded 
was for the restriction of movement of humanitarian supplies and personnel. This included illegal taxation, roadblocks, 
checkpoints imposed by Al-Shabaab and clan-related militias, ongoing hostilities among armed actors, military operations, 
improvised explosive device attacks as well as the overall security situation, which was marked by unpredictability. These 
resulted in restrictions or suspensions of movement for civilians and humanitarians alike. COVID-19 restrictions meant that 
many humanitarian organizations had to modify their ways of reaching those in need.  

Violence against humanitarian personnel and facilities was one of the major access challenges alongside the ability of 
humanitarian workers to reach affected communities and support sustained programming. Fifty-six incidents were recorded 
in which 15 humanitarian personnel died, with 12 injured, 24 abducted and 14 arrested in 2020. In a single tragic incident, 
seven healthcare workers were abducted and subsequently murdered. Several cases of the confiscation of humanitarian 
supplies, robbery and the harassment of humanitarian personnel were also reported. Nature too played its role, with physical 
environmental and infrastructure constraints resulting from seasonal flooding, poor or degraded roads and airstrips, and 
climatic events such as Cyclone Gati affecting supply routes.   

The diversity of access challenges in Somalia not only creates serious obstacles for overland movement but also amplifies 
the importance of air access. The use of aircraft is essential to deliver humanitarian workers and supplies using a 
combination of UN and commercial flights to reach communities across the country. The humanitarian community continues 
to advocate with authorities to ensure that air access is re-established and sustained in locations such as Ceel Waaq in 
Jubaland and Berdale in South West State, while working collectively to address the entirety of the constraints in an effort 
to establish and improve humanitarian access across the country.  

  

Preventative measures can mitigate COVID-19 spread. 
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FUNDING UPDATE 

Funding critical for timely response 

In 2020, donors generously provided 82 per cent of the US 
$1.01 billion requested in the Humanitarian Response Plan 
(HRP), enabling partners to scale up responses to the 
impact of the triple threat of floods, Desert Locusts and the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The two humanitarian pooled funds – 
the SHF and the CERF – played a vital role in expanding the 
response in the country. Combined, the SHF and CERF 
contributed 7 per cent ($58 million) of the total $870 million 
funding received for the 2020 HRP.  

Frontloading sufficient funds for response in Somalia early in the year, whether channelled through the pooled 
funds or directly to humanitarian partners, will be critical to keep the situation from deteriorating further in the coming 
months. During the reporting period, the Humanitarian Coordinator and the OCHA Head of Office visited SHF donors in 
Nairobi to brief on the humanitarian situation and the need for early response. 

Humanitarian funding requirements for Somalia have 
remained high in 2021, with $1.09 billion requested for the 
HRP.  However, as of 22 March, the 2021 HRP is only 3.8 
per cent ($41 million) funded. Across Somalia, nearly all 
humanitarian agencies face significant resource gaps. 
Unless the funding requirements are met, the 
implementation of some critical humanitarian projects will 
be affected or risk closure.    

Donors and partners are strongly encouraged to expedite 
reporting of all pledges and projected funding to the 
Financial Tracking System at fts@un.org, and to remain in 
close contact with cluster coordinators on priorities and 
gaps, to enable coordination and prioritization throughout 
the humanitarian response cycle.                                                                                                   

IN BRIEF 

IDPs grappling with water shortages in Sanaag region  

Karasharka IDP settlement located nearly halfway between 
Burao and Ceerigaabo towns in Somaliland started as a 
spontaneous site hosting a few families that abandoned their 
homes during the 2016-2017 drought in Sanaag region. 

The settlement, located on a bare hilltop, is now home to 
about 550 displaced families living in makeshift shelters and 
sharing sanitation facilities set up by aid agencies. “The main 
problem here is water,” laments Saaga Rage, 70, one of the 
more recent arrivals. “Even the little that we get from a water 
point in the valley is not clean.”  

Due to water scarcity, IDPs and locals from the nearby 
Garadag town trek to Cadaada valley, a couple of kilometres 
away, to get water for their animals. “I left my home near 
Berbera due to drought five years ago and moved here after 
losing all my livestock,” said Fatima Ahmed, 30, her 6-year-
old son sitting by her side. “But even here, water is scarce.”  

Amina Saleban talking to OCHA in front of her home in Karasharka IDP settlement, 

Somaliland. Photo: Erich Ogoso/OCHA 

 

https://fts.unocha.org/
mailto:fts@un.org
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Amina Saleban, 35, who lives with her three children at Karasharka, said finding water for daily family use is one of her 
biggest challenges. Water tanks that were provided by aid agencies in 2019 to store water dot the settlement but water 
trucking has since stopped. 

Like most of other areas in the country, Sanaag region is currently experiencing drier and hotter than normal conditions 
following a generally below-average Deyr rainfall season in late 2020. “There was a serious drought here in 2017 and people 
lost their livelihoods,” said Ahmed Osman Hassan, Governor of Sanaag region. “Another drought would be devastating.” 
Many local people, he added, cannot afford to buy water and the little they can find in water points is brackish.  

Water challenges in Somalia, according to the Humanitarian Coordinator Mr. Adam Abdelmoula, oscillate between water 
shortages and drought-like conditions, and flash floods and river breakages. “We need to bolster efforts to provide 
communities access to sustainable and climate-resilient water services,” he said. “This means investing in services that 
withstand climate shocks, operate using low carbon energy sources, and strengthen resilience and adaptive capacities.” 
 

An OCHA-supported assessment conducted 
by the authorities and humanitarian partners in 
December 2020 found pre-drought conditions, 
depleted shallow wells and loss of pasture in 
Sanaag, Sool and Togdheer regions. Key 
informants reported that about 17,700 people 
in 20 assessed locations had abandoned their 
homes since October following poor rains. Out 
of 118 water wells only 29 contained water. 
Furthermore, the price of a water jerrican was 
2.6 times higher than normal. Furthermore, an 
increase was reported in waterborne diseases.  
 

The worst-affected areas in Sanaag region are 

Ceel Afweyn district (especially Dara Weyne 
and Garadag villages) and the eastern areas 
(particularly Fiqifuliye, Xiingalool and Galoolay 
villages). “Although the current situation is not 
yet the peak of the drought, the risk of 
deterioration in coming months (early 2021) is 
very high,” noted the assessment report. “The immediate response of water provision, as well as anticipatory and early 

actions, are necessary to mitigate the shocks.” 
 
To reduce the risk of drought, humanitarian partners in Sanaag are rehabilitating water wells and boreholes, have provided 
150 truckloads of water to the worst-affected families in Sanaag and Sool regions, trucked water to 20 schools and are 
providing cash-for-water assistance to the most vulnerable families in Ceerigabo, the region’s main town. Plans are 
underway to provide more water to the most affected families. In addition, Somaliland authorities have announced plans to 
truck water to rural families for 45 days.   
 
 

For further information, please contact:  
 
Ogoso, Erich Opolot | Head of Communications | ogoso@un.org |Tel. +254 720 766 587.   
Ayub Ahmed | Public Information Officer | Mobile: +252619150463 | ayub.ahmed@un.org 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.reliefweb.int 
 

A camel herder pondering water shortage in Caadada village in Somaliland. Photo: Erich Ogoso/OCHA 

mailto:ogoso@un.org
mailto:ayub.ahmed@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/somalia
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