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 HIGHLIGHTS 

• On 25 April, the Federal Government of Somalia in 
consultation with the United Nations declared a 
drought. More than 80 per cent of the country is 
experiencing moderate to severe drought conditions. 
On 26 April, a High-Level Roundtable on the 
situation was co-hosted by the EU and OCHA. 
 

• COVID-19 continues to impact Somalia. As of 29 
April, more than 121,700 people in Somalia had 
received their first doses of the Oxford Astra-Zeneca 
vaccine that was rolled out on 16 March, but the 
uptake remains low.  

 

• Air access to Berdale has been restored with the first 
flight since May 2020 landing on 25 April, carrying 
shelter and non-food items for displaced families. The 
resumption of flights will enable humanitarian relief 
supplies, and travel for humanitarians and 
commercial  travelers. 
 

• Displacement due to conflict and violence has 
escalated in Somalia with over 250,000 people 
recently displaced in Banadir, Berdale and Baadweyn. These include nearly 200,000 people who have been 
displaced around Mogadishu since 15 April. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW  

80 per cent of Somalia facing moderate to severe drought conditions     

The Federal Government of Somalia in consultation with the United Nations declared a drought on 25 April. More than 80 
per cent of the country is currently experiencing moderate to severe drought conditions. Key factors include below 
average October to December 2020 Deyr rains, followed by a harsh and warmer than normal January to March Jilaal 
season and a delayed and poor start of the current April to June Gu season. The worst affected areas include parts of 
Somaliland and Puntland, central regions and Gedo region. Between October 2020 and March, over 116,000 people were 
displaced by severe water shortages and drought conditions between October 2020 and March 2021. 

“We are at the brink of a human catastrophe amidst an already dire humanitarian situation,” s aid the Humanitarian 
Coordinator, Adam Abdelmoula in a 25 April joint statement with the Federal Government. “The cost of inaction is far 
too dire and the time to take action is now. Urgent and immediate collective action, including scaling -up of response 
and funding, is needed now to mitigate a full-scale disaster.” 
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Families that were recently displaced by armed conflict in Berdale district, Bay region. 
Photo: Ayub Ahmed/OCHA 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HC_MoHADM%20Press%20Release-%20Drought%20declaration_25%20April%202021.pdf
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Somalia is on the front line of climate change and the frequency of climate-related disasters is increasing rapidly. The 
country has, since 1990, experienced more than 30 climate-related hazards, including 12 droughts and 19 floods – 
triple the number of climate-related hazards experienced between 1970 and 1990. In 2021, drought conditions are 
expected to increase displacement and have a lasting negative impact on livelihoods and food security outcomes. At 
least 3.4 million people are projected to be affected by drought conditions by the end of 2021, of whom around 
380,000 are expected to be displaced.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Humanitarian partners are scrambling to respond to the latest drought situation. OCHA has released an allocation of 
US$13.3 million from the Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) and $7 million from the Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF). On 26 April, OCHA and the EU co-chaired a virtual High-Level Roundtable on the humanitarian situation in Somalia 
that was attended by donors and Member States. The Humanitarian Coordinator underlined that without immediate 
mitigative assistance, drought conditions will be a key driver of mass displacement, communicable diseases, and protection 
violations in the country. Furthermore, limited access to safe water and poor sanitation could lead to waterborne disease 
outbreaks especially in IDP populations. 
         
Partners have reached 353,000 drought-affected people with WASH assistance as of April, 40,000 people with improved 
sanitation services such as construction and rehabilitation of latrines for drought-affected settlements and communities, 
225,000 through hygiene kit distribution and hygiene promotion campaigns, and 25,000 with health assistance. The 
responses have, however, been hampered by inadequate funding.  
 

High-Level Roundtable on Somalia 
 
A virtual High-Level Roundtable on the humanitarian situation in Somalia was held on 26 April 2021. The event was co-
hosted by the European Union (EU) and OCHA. It provided an overview of the humanitarian situation with a focus on 
increasing needs. Key messages highlighted the underlying protracted drivers of humanitarian needs, the need for more 
funding and early action to reduce suffering and protect recent gains. 
 
USG Mr. Mark Lowcock co-chaired the roundtable with Mr. Janez Lenarčič, European  Commissioner (EU) for Crisis 
Management. Key speakers included: Mr. Adam Abdelmoula, Deputy Special-Representative of the Secretary-
General/Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator (DSRSG/RC/HC) and Mr. Mohamed Abdirizak, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation, Federal Republic of Somalia. The meeting was attended by 27 Member States and 
the European Union (Australia, Denmark, Canada, China, Croatia, Cyprus, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Republic 
of Korea, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom and the United States).  

https://www.unocha.org/somalia/shf
https://cerf.un.org/
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DSRSG/RC/HC Abdelmoula made three key asks: 

• To address the root of the protection crisis in Somalia. Without long term political and security solutions, the crisis 
will deepen while humanitarian operations will become increasingly difficult. Continued support on political 
solutions coupled with investments around sustainable development solutions will help alleviate the humanitarian 
situation.  

•  Urgent and immediate collective action is needed now to mitigate the worst drought impacts.  

• The international community must provide urgently needed funding to the humanitarian response in Somalia 
before it is too late. 

 

WORST FUNDING IN YEARS 

Funding urgently needed to scale up responses  

Despite increasing needs and a challenging year, the funding forecast for 2021 is the worst in six years. While the number 
of people in need has consistently increased over the last three years, funding has decreased. The 2021 Somalia 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) requires US$1.09 billion to assist four million people. As of 9 May, the HRP is only 19 
per cent funded. Immediate funding for the humanitarian response in Somalia is required at this critical time.  

Unless adequate funding is provided, humanitarian partners will be unable to address the situation, and progress achieved 
over the last decade will be destroyed. Without additional resources, the Food Security Cluster, for example, will only be 
able to support up to 1.7 million of 2.7 million people facing ‘crisis’ or ‘emergency’ level food insecurity April through June 
2021.  

 
DISPLACEMENT ON THE RISE 

Over 250,000 people displaced by recent conflict  

Displacement due to conflict and violence has escalated in Somalia with over 250,000 people recently displaced in 
Banadir, Berdale and Baadweyn. These include nearly 200,000 people displaced around Mogadishu since 15 April, of 
whom 7,310 had previously been displaced; 42,000 people displaced from 19 villages in Berdale in South West State; 
and over 7,600 in Baadweyn. Displacement is also reported in Gaalkacyo in Mudug and Cabudwaaq in Galgaduud 
region. According to partners, the IDPs are in acute need of food, shelter, non-food items, protection and health 
assistance. The violence has also created uncertainty and disrupted delivery of humanitarian assistance. Partners are 
scaling up responses to meet increased needs.  

Relative calm returned to Mogadishu from 28 April, prompting some of the IDPs to start returning home. It is estimated that 
between 30,000 to 80,000 people have returned to their homes. However, more than 160,000 people could still be 
displaced. Many of these have joined old existing IDP settlements mainly in Kahda, Daynille, Garesbaley, and relatives. 
Partners report that they need food, shelter, NFI, water, sanitation, protection, and health assistance, especially for women, 
children, and the elderly. So far, responses have been limited mainly due to lack of access to people in need. 

Unlike the previous two years, most displacement in Somalia this year is due to conflict. The escalation has come at a 
time that Somalia is experiencing a full-fledged drought, a significant rise in COVID-19 cases and a serious desert 
locust infestation. In addition, conflict limits access for humanitarian actors thereby disrupting the timely delivery of 
assistance to people in need. In 2020, some 13 of 74 districts in Somalia, primarily in Galmudug, Hirshabelle, South 
West and Jubaland States remained inaccessible. 

HUMANITARIAN ACCESS TO BERDALE 

Restored access to ease delivery of humanitarian supplies  

One of the major access constraints in Somalia is the restriction to movement within the country due to a limited and poorly 
maintained road infrastructure, checkpoints controlled by different armed actors and the fluidity of the security situation 
along main supply routes. Particularly in the southern and central regions of Somalia these limitations impede the movement 
of humanitarian workers and supplies by road and increase their dependance on air travel to maintain humanitarian access. 
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Humanitarian access via air travel has its own set of challenges. First, the cost of delivering supplies by airlift is exponentially 
higher than by road, and secondly, the limited number of flights and destinations do not offer the flexibility necessary for the 
delivery of humanitarian programmes. Finally, air travel itself is vulnerable due to infrastructure limitations as well as the 
overall security situation.   
 
In May 2020, incidents at the airfields in Berdale and Qansax Dheere in South West State, including the shooting down of 
a WFP-chartered humanitarian flight with the deaths of all six people on board, resulted in the suspension of humanitarian 
and commercial flights to both locations, which were already under pressure due to serious access challenges for road 
transport. 
 
While humanitarian supplies continued to 
reach Baidoa, onwards access by road to 
Qansax Dheere and Berdale, located some 
100 and 200 kilometers respectively from 
Baidoa, has been intermittent due to 
insecurity, restricting the delivery of 
humanitarian aid supplies.    While flights 
servicing the airstrip in Qansax Dheere were 
reinstated in February 2021, access by air to 
Berdale continued to be closed as 
humanitarian and commercial flights were 
reluctant to use the airstrip. 
 
With Al Shabaab activity in April resulting in 
the displacement of more than 50,000 
people from the villages surrounding the 
town, the urgency to reach Berdale 
intensified with humanitarian partners 
reporting acute needs among the displaced 
communities across all sectors including 
food, shelter, non-food items and health. 
Following advocacy with authorities and security forces in the area, the first flight since May 2020 reached Berdale on 25 
April 2021, carrying shelter and non-food items for displaced families. With the re-opening of the airstrip, both humanitarian 
and commercial flights to Berdale will now resume, supporting the response to address the humanitarian needs of both the 
newly displaced population as well as those of the host community.  
  

HEALTH UPDATE 

COVID-19 Situation  

A total of 121,743 people in Somalia received their first doses of the Oxford Astra-Zeneca vaccine between 16 March and 
28 April, according to the Federal Ministry of Health, WHO and UNICEF. The uptake remains considerably low (at 40.6 
per cent) . There is, an urgent need to increase the uptake of vaccinations, by health workers, frontline workers, elderly 
populations and people suffering from chronic illnesses given that COVID-19 continues to pose a threat to Somalia. 
 
The situation is compounded by an already weak health system that is barely able to deliver primary health care, 
governance and management challenges, and a severe shortage of skilled healthcare workers. Since 15 March 2020, 
Somalia has confirmed 13,915 COVID-19 cases with 713 associated deaths. In 2021, an estimated 20 per cent of 
Somalia’s population (3.5 million people) will suffer from direct and indirect impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.1 
Somalia is utilizing the COVAX programme - backed by WHO and other multilateral bodies - to provide 1.2 million doses 
of vaccines; enough to vaccinate 20 per cent of the total population. On 15 March, Somalia received 300,000 doses of the 
vaccines. “We are at a critical time, where we can save humanity from the COVID-19 pandemic, especially as we 

 
1 OCHA: 2021 Somalia Humanitarian Needs Overview. 9 March 2021. 

With the re-opening of Berdale airstrip, humanitarian supplies can now be delivered more easily. 
Photo: WFP 



 Somalia Humanitarian Bulletin, April 2021 | 5 

 

 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.or 

have tools like vaccines to protect people. In 
Somalia, we remain concerned that the 
current uptake of the vaccine is not optimal. 
The pandemic will not end if it does not end 
in Somalia and other conflict-affected 
countries with very weak and fragile health 
systems,” said Mamunur Malik, WHO 
Representative for Somalia.2 

Polio type 3 strain outbreak officially 
declared over 

The outbreak of circulating vaccine-derived 
poliovirus type 3 (cVDPV3) that was first 
reported in March 2018 has been declared 
over, with no international spread. Dr Hamid 
Jafari, Director of Polio Eradication for WHO’s 
Eastern Mediterranean Region, declared the 
outbreak over on 29 March. Seven children 
were paralyzed by the type 3 strain and 
sewage samples regularly monitored for 
poliovirus tested positive for cVDPV3 a dozen times. According to WHO, the 2018 cVDPV3 outbreak was part of a 2-
strain polio outbreak in Somalia at that time, along with circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2. 
 
Both strains emerge and paralyze children in under-immunized populations – places where not enough children have 
consistently had access to polio vaccines. The end of Somalia’s cVDPV3 outbreak shows what can be achieved with 
high-quality vaccination campaigns, on-the-ground leadership and sensitive surveillance measures. However, the 
cVDPV2 outbreak continues to paralyze children, and environmental samples – sewage water – consistently show 
this virus moving through Somali communities. WHO continues to work with Government and member states to 
implement vaccination programmes, with approximately 3 million children vaccina ted against polio in 5 targeted 
campaigns and one nationwide campaign since 2020. 

Efforts scaled up to contain malaria 

Somalia is scaling up efforts to eliminate malaria from six pilot districts including Odweyne in Togdheer region, 
Caynabo in Sool, Burco and Sheikh in Togdheer, Burtinle in Nugaal and Goldogob in Mudug. In addition to the rolling 
out of malaria elimination activities in selected districts, Somalia’s national malaria programme plans to reach zero 
malaria in other areas by strengthening primary health care systems that ensure access to malaria prevention as well 
as diagnosis and treatment services. 

In addition, the programme intends to conduct additional research on the recently identified vector and parasite, 
strengthen the malaria surveillance system and strengthen vector control core measures including the use of 
insecticide residual spray and long-lasting insecticidal nets. Between 2000 and 2019, an estimated 759,000 cases 
and 1,942 deaths were reported from malaria. Following various interventions, case incidence has reduced from 2.6 
cases per 1,000 people in 2014 to 1.8 per 1,000 people in 2020; a 25 per cent reduction. The updated national 
malaria strategy aims to attain zero deaths and reduce malaria incidence to at least 0.5  per 1,000 people by 2025. 

 

 

 
2 Govt. of Somalia, UNICEF, WHO statement. 30 April 2021. 

For further information, please contact:  
 
Ogoso, Erich Opolot | Head of Communications | ogoso@un.org |Tel. +254 720 766 587.   
Ayub Ahmed | Public Information Officer | Mobile: +252619150463 | ayub.ahmed@un.org 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.reliefweb.int 
 

 

Since March 2020, nearly 14,000 cases of COVID-19 have been reported in Somalia. Photo: 
WHO. 
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