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Situation Update

Somalia has not reported any new cases of circulating vaccine-derived

poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) in children with acute �accid paralysis (AFP) since 8

May 2019, however the virus (cVDPV2) has been detected during routine healthy

child sampling in a child from Ufen district, of Bari region, Puntland, indicating

ongoing circulation;

The last detected and con�rmed circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 3

(cVDPV3) in a child was on 7 September 2018;

Ethiopia has con�rmed a case of cVDPV2 on 9 June 2019. This child was

identi�ed in May in Buhodle, Togdher, a region in Somaliland, although the child

had originally travelled from Dolo, Somali Region of Ethiopia; the detected virus

has links to a cVDPV2 case previously detected in a child from Buhodle district

in Somalia in 2018;  

Somalia has con�rmed a total of 15 cases of children with cVDPV in the ongoing

type 2 and concurrent type 3 outbreaks since onset (eight children with cVDPV

type 2, six children with cVDPV type 3 and one with co-infection of cVDPV2 and

cVPDV3).

Case Response 

In response to the case detection of the type 2 virus, a targeted campaign was

conducted with monovalent oral polio vaccine (mOPV2) between 24-27 June, 2019

12 high-risk districts of Somaliland and nine districts in Puntland were selected

to carry  out the campaign  based on risk-level and proximity to the affected
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districts

No. of children targeted to vaccinate (aged under �ve years): 945,480  

No. of children (aged under �ve years) vaccinated: 992,629 

No. of vaccination teams: 2,708

No. of children vaccinated for the �rst time: 72,017 children (8% of total

vaccinated); 

191,566 (21% of total vaccinated) children live within 10 km from the

international border with Ethiopia.

Key results from Post-campaign Independent Monitoring (Round One):

No of missed children: 1,114

No of children unavailable at home: 562

No of children missed due to issues related to team performance: 528

No of refusals: 30

No of children missed due to unknown reasons: 26

Overall awareness of campaign (household-level): 77% (differs by district, eg

100% in Waciya and 45% in Burtinle)

Sources of information: community mobilizers (56%), health workers (24%),

mounted car announcement (14%).

Lessons learned from Round One:

Integrated supportive supervision involving the Ministry of Health (MoH), WHO

and UNICEF led to a campaign of better quality and improved supervision and

performance.

The cross-border meeting held in Hargeisa prior to Round One led to effective

coordination between Somalia and Ethiopia and strengthening of microplanning

in the villages across the border.
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Cross-border teams from Somalia and Ethiopia

used joint microplans to vaccinate under-fives

living in districts along shared borders. Teams

met at Turdibi village during the polio mOPV

campaign conducted in June 2019. (Image:

WHO/B Abdixashi Majidho)

Cross-border teams from Burtinle district, Nugal

region, in Somalia working with teams from

Galhamur district, Dolo region in Ethiopia at

Maygaagle village at the border to vaccinate

children. (Image: WHO/Puntland Polio Team)

Surveillance for Acute Flaccid Paralysis
 

A total of 203  children with acute �accid paralysis (AFP) were con�rmed by

Somalia’s surveillance network. Of these, 180 have been discarded, three (3) have

been con�rmed as cVDPV2 and 20 are undergoing further testing;

In total, 32 specimen of sewage were collected from four  environmental

sampling sites in Banadir this year and sent to the laboratory for testing: 21 are

negative, four  have con�rmed enterovirus; one was con�rmed to have

ambiguous vaccine-derived poliovirus (aVDPV); two  has Sabin-Like virus (SL3)

and four are pending  with the lab.

Environmental surveillance in Somalia is
helping the polio programme understand
where the virus is circulating. A team collects
a sample from the Kawma environmental
sampling site in Hamar Wayne district,
Mogadishu in July, 2019. Samples from this
site and three other sites across Mogadishu
are sent for testing on a monthly basis.

(Image: WHO/Ilyas Ahmed)
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Map: Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus response campaigns,
Somalia (April-June 2019)

Review of AFP Surveillance 
 

Somalia’s polio programme convened a polio surveillance review meeting in

Kenya from 17-21 June, followed by a �eld review of the AFP surveillance system

in Somalia, conducted from 24-26 June in Hargeisa.
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Both reviews, conducted with support from the Bill and Melinda Gates

Foundation, aimed to determine gaps in and opportunities for Somalia’s polio

programme, and to explore how best to enhance sensitivity of Somalia’s AFP

surveillance system. The polio team will use the �ndings of this missions to

enhance surveillance. 

Polio Teams Supporting Cholera Campaign 
 

Concurrent to implementing the outbreak campaigns with mOPV2 in June, polio

health workers provided support to an oral cholera vaccination campaign conducted

in six high-risk districts in South and Central States of Somalia.

 

Health workers vaccinated 621,875 (96.7%) of the targeted 660,000 people aged one

year and above against cholera through these efforts to prevent cholera outbreaks.

This campaign was conducted by health authorities, with support from WHO, UNICEF,

GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance, and the Global Task Force for Cholera Control (GTFCC).

Quote of the Day: "I am proud to be part of the polio eradication team. We are
improving the AFP surveillance system in Somaliland and detecting cases after years
of none being reported. We even picked a cVDPV2 case from across our border with

Ethiopia, from a visiting child. We are making a difference."

                                                                                  - Dr Fatima Mohamed Ismail
                                                                                    Surveillance Officer, Somaliland
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Community Risk Perception and Household Survey  
 

A small-scale community risk and household survey was conducted in Gusoore

Area, Bosaso district, Puntland on 25 June 2019.

Seven community/religious leaders, elders and in�uential people in the

community were interviewed; 36 households were visited (in Gusoore, Bosaso,

Bari region, Puntland), from where the cVDPV2 case from Bari was reported;

three surveyors were engaged to gather information. 

 

Some key �ndings: 

 

Main sources of information about children’s healthcare are medical doctors,
nurse, community mobilizers and pharmacists.

Trusted sources of information are medical doctors and nurses, followed by
pharmacists, and then community mobilizers.

94% of caregivers responded that vaccinators visited their households
during the last campaign; the main source of information was community
mobilizers.

93% of caretakers con�rmed the children were vaccinated during the last
OPV campaign.

47% of caregivers understand that their children need multiple doses to
reach full protection; 47% are uncertain.

Only 6% think that one dose is suf�cient.

91% of caregivers didn’t have routine immunization vaccination cards with
them.

Relevant Links
Somalia Weekly Surveillance: available here

http://www.somaliapolio.org 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) website

*Vaccine-derived polioviruses video
QnA: What is vaccine-derived poliovirus?
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Questions & Feedback:
Email to kamilmo@who.int or sykese@who.int

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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