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Situation overview

Seven cases of wild poliovirus (polio) were confirmed in Southern Somalia in 
May. These are the first cases reported in Somalia since 2007, when the 
country was declared polio free. The first case was diagnosed in a child in 
Banadir on 9 May. 11 more cases have been detected, nine in Banadir and 
surrounding areas, one in Bay region and one in Middle Shabelle region. An 
outbreak response campaign, led by the Federal Government of Somalia, WHO 
and UNICEF was conducted in May, reaching over 450,000 children in Banadir 
region and Afgooye district in Lower Shabelle region. A nationwide polio 
campaign was launched on 17 June, targeting over 3 million children under age 
5. Similar campaigns were also carried out in Kenya, Ethiopia and Yemen.

Funding for the 2013 Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) has been low. As at 
the end of May, the CAP was only 19 per cent funded at US$256 million, 
representing a shortfall of more than $1 billion. Key lifesaving clusters such as 
food security, health, nutrition and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) have 
received only 20 per cent or less of their requirements. This is likely to have 
significant impact on the operations of these clusters. 
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PROGRESS TOWARDS STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

The information in this document is drawn from secondary sources including cluster reports, OCHA reports, OCHA FTS, FSNAU , SWALIM and FEWS NET

Cluster and indicator

*Beneficiaries reached in current month 
These figures represent best estimates and might be under reported if some cluster member activities are not captured 
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 FOOD SECURITY 
In May 2013, the Food Security Cluster (FSC) assisted over 2.1 million people throughout 
Somalia. Interventions were aimed at protecting vulnerable households and individuals from 
being severely food insecure or assisting food insecure households rebuild their livelihoods. 
Support was provided through cash, vouchers, food and non-food inputs based on the 
households’ and communities’ needs and their food security status.  
 
During the month, the Cluster distributed seeds to riverine and agro-pastoral livelihoods. The 
distribution was just in time for the land preparation and planting period. Approximately 108,000 
pastoral and agro-pastoral households benefited from animal vaccination programs. Furthermore, 
Cluster members continued to provide labour opportunities to poor vulnerable households 
through cash-for-work programme focusing on maintenance/rehabilitation of community 
infrastructure such as water catchments and irrigation canals.  
 
Pest infestations, primarily from crickets, and below normal rain was reported in the agro-
pastoral areas of Bay and Bakool in May. The exact effect of this on the overall food security 
situation is still unclear; however current information suggests that expected cereal harvest is 
likely to be below normal (80 per cent of normal Gu production).  
 

 HEALTH 
Vaccination campaigns against polio are ongoing in Somalia and the region following the 
confirmation of wild polio virus in Somalia and Kenya in May. A rapid response supplementary 
immunization activity (SIA) was conducted between 14 and 17 May in all 16 districts of Banadir 
region. A second round of immunization began on 26 March targeting 1.6 million children in 
southern and central Somalia as well as Puntland and is expected to continue until August. 
Preventive SIAs are also being conducted in areas of Ethiopia and Yemen, while surveillance for 
the disease is being strengthened in all countries in the Horn of Africa. 
 

  SHELTER 
In April and May 2013 the Cluster responded to several localized emergencies, delivering 
emergency assistance packages (EAPs) to households in Ceel Barde (2000), Jowhar (500), 
Cabudwaq (1200), Kismayo (2300), and Belet Weyne (1900). Through a detailed shelter and IDP 
settlement assessment in Doolow carried out by the REACH project, the Cluster’s response will 
benefit from improved targeting and coordination. Additionally, the Cluster is involved in the 
relocation programme in Banadir, guiding the shelter component and assisting with shelter 
planning and provision. 
  
In Dollow several programmes using innovative transitional shelter approaches have started and 
a project involving traditional grass covered buuls finished. The agencies have jointly piloted two 
alternative shelter solutions through an integrated community based approach.  

  
 
In Nugaal, 1200 houses (constructed in 2012-2013) have been handed over in an official 
ceremony to the beneficiaries. 500 houses have been handed over to IDPs and the host 
community in Bosasso. 
 
In Galkacyo the Cluster is engaged with different actors to assist with the development of 
permanent shelter programmes eventually benefiting IDPs who want to locally integrate. 
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
The WASH Cluster supported 355,000 people (24 per cent of the 1.45 million targeted) with 
sustainable water access. The Cluster reached 193,000 beneficiaries with provision of 
temporary safe water sources. A further 278,000 beneficiaries are accessing newly constructed 
latrines since the beginning of the year, the majority in the southern regions. 
 

 PROTECTION 
The UN Deputy Secretary-General, Jan Eliasson, and Somalia’s President, Hassan Sheik 
Mohamud, signed a Joint Communiqué on May 7 on the Prevention of Sexual Violence in 
Somalia. The Communiqué lists commitments, including the vetting of all individuals being 
integrated into the national security forces, to guarantee that they have not committed human 
rights violations; ensure the protection of survivors, witnesses and journalists who report on 
sexual violence; strengthening the protection from sexual violence for women and girls in the 
IDP camps; ensuring access to services for survivors; strengthening the rule of law, and 
building the capacity of the justice system to prevent and prosecute sexual violence crimes. 
 
The cluster is providing direct services such as counselling for survivors of sexual violence, 
reintegration programmes for children associated with armed groups, family tracing and 
reunification of lost family members. The cluster is also working with the authorities to ensure 
that those involved in child trafficking activities are prosecuted. 
 

 NUTRITION 
Since January 2013, Nutrition Cluster partners have reached 223,000 acutely malnourished 
children between 6 and 59 months with treatment of acute malnutrition. Of this, 88,000 were 
severely malnourished, while 135,000 were moderately malnourished.  
 
During the month, the Cluster conducted trainings on nutrition in emergencies. These trainings, 
held in Somaliland and Puntland, were aimed at equipping participants with the expertise to 
lead or support nutrition responses and to build the skills of those involved in emergency 
nutrition, including health and food security. 
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