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Situation overview

Several parts of the country especially the south have been affected by flooding 
following heavy rains across Somalia and the Ethiopian highlands. Flash floods 
in Wanlaweyn district in  Lower Shabelle led to loss of property, damage to 
infrastructure and displacement of people. Xudun district (Sool) and Dharoor 
valley (Sanaag) also experienced flooding. Humanitarian partners immediately 
mobilised emergency response to the flood affected people. The rains however 
also led to significant improvements in pasture and surface water availability. 

Displacements continued in southern Somalia during the reporting period. The 
withdrawal of Ethiopian troops from Xudur and its immediate occupation by 
Al-Shabaab forces on 17 March led to the displacement of thousands of people  
into neighboring regions of Bay and Gedo. About 2,500 people fled to Ceel 
Barde. Emergency response in health, food security, nutrition, shelter as well 
as water, sanitation and hygiene began immediately and reached 5,800 people 
including the IDP and the host population. 
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PROGRESS TOWARDS STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

The information in this document is drawn from secondary sources including cluster reports, OCHA reports, OCHA FTS, FSNAU , SWALIM and FEWSNET

Cluster and indicator

*Beneficiaries reached in current month, ** beneficiaries benefitting from the seasonal livelihood input support for the current season 
These figures represent best estimates and  might be under reported if some cluster member activities are not captured 
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Source: NOAA Rainfall estimates (Graph demonstrates abnormaly high rainfall received in Wanlaweyn)
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  FOOD SECURITY 
The Food Security Cluster (FSC) rapidly scaled up interventions in Ceel Barde to assist over 5,800 
people displaced from Xudur, Bakool following the withdrawal of Ethiopian troops on 17 March. 
More assistance is expected over the month of April with at least 260 MTs of emergency food 
assistance to be dispatched to Ceel Barde. Due to the volatile security situation in Bakool, a 
cluster partner was forced to temporarily suspend a project benefiting 1,500 people in Xudur. 
However the cluster is working to identify alternative areas with response gaps. 
 
The early onset of the Gu rainy season led to challenges in delivering assistance. Initial assistance 
for the displaced in Ceel Barde was delayed for several days as roads became increasingly 
impassable due to the early heavy rains in the region. These challenges are expected to continue 
throughout the rainy season. However, the FSC is already coordinating with partners and local 
authorities to seek ways to overcome them. 
 

  HEALTH 
In March, Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) cases were reported in Mogadishu’s central prison, 
Middle Shabelle and Hiraan regions. Four positive cholera cases were confirmed in Mogadishu 
central prison. Response is on-going and cases are declining from all the sites despite earlier fears 
that the cases would increase with the onset of the Gu rains. Malaria outbreak in Bossaso is not 
yet under control, with the 5,205 positive cases having been confirmed since the outbreak in mid-
January. Meanwhile, response efforts are still on-going including effective case management, 
indoor spaying and outreach activities. Suspected cases of bacterial meningitis were reported in 
Burao hospital with eighteen people admitted and four deaths reported. 
  

 PROTECTION 
Violence against women and girls continues to be a challenge in Somalia. Several cases of gender 
based violence were reported in the IDP camps along the border towns in the Lower Juba region. 
The most vulnerable are women and girls on transit to South Central regions from Dadaab refugee 
camp in Kenya. The protection cluster members continue to face difficulties in reaching and 
assisting survivors of sexual violence as victims of sexual violence often decline to seek assistance 
including the offer of legal services due to fear of reprisals by the perpetrators. Priority activities 
for the cluster remain emergency response to survivors including medical, psychosocial, and legal 
assistance. 
 
Plans to relocate more than 350,000 internally displaced people currently living in Mogadishu are 
at an advanced stage. The protection cluster is engaging with the relocation taskforce to ensure 
that the rights of the displaced people are respected.  
 

   WATER, SANITATION HYGIENE 
So far this year, the WASH Cluster supported 170,000 people (12 per cent of the 1.45 million 
targeted) with sustainable water access. The cluster reached 186,000 beneficiaries with 
provision of temporary safe water sources. A further 115,000 beneficiaries are accessing newly 
constructed latrines since the beginning of the year, the majority in the South. 
 

 EDUCATION 
The number of learners reached by the Education Cluster was 576,700 against a target of 
600,000 for the current academic year. This increase has been attributed to school feeding 
programmes by WFP in Somaliland, Puntland and Gedo, in southern Somalia. 
 

  NUTRITION 
Since January 2013, nutrition cluster partners have reached 136,300 out of 193,000 acutely 
malnourished children between 6 months and 59 months. Of this number, 46,857 were 
severely malnourished while 89,418 were moderately malnourished.  
 
The cluster worked with partners to mobilise nutrition response in Ceel Barde following the 
displacement of approximately 2,500 people from Xudur after the withdrawal of Ethiopian 
troops. An assessment conducted by WFP, ACF, HIDIG and EPHCO revealed that 33.3 per cent 
of the children surveyed were acutely malnourished (3.3 per cent of them severely). The 
malnourished children were admitted into the on-going nutrition programmes and supplies 
were delivered by air and road. A stabilization centre has also been opened up in Ceel Barde to 
serve the severely malnourished children with complications. 
  

  SHELTER 
The cluster dispatched emergency assistance packages (EAPs) to support over 5,000 affected 
people following displacements in Xudur, Bakool in March. However, due to logistical 
challenges, delivery was delayed and distributions will only take place in April.  
 
The early start of the Gu rains led to floods in Cabudwaq, Galgadud Region causing 
displacement of thousands of people. Following an inter-agency assessment, the Shelter 
Cluster identified households in need of EAPs and distribution is expected to take place in April. 
As this is only the start of the rainy season, the cluster is closely monitoring the situation and 
has prepared a contingency plan together with its members. 
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