
  

Situation overview 
 
An armed conflict erupted in Gaalkacyo on 22 November 
2015, killing approximately 20 people and leaving an 
estimated 120 injured, according to the Health cluster. 
The Protection Cluster members reported over 90,000 
people internally displaced to nearby villages and 
internally displaced people’s (IDP) settlements in the 
outskirts of North and South Gaalkacyo, creating 
overcrowding in many settlements which raises 
protection risks and seriously puts pressure on already 
strained services. Some of the displaced reportedly 
sought shelter in schools or health facilities. Among the 
displaced are 40’000 IDPs who have lived in 
displacement in settlements in north and south 
Gaalkacyo prior to the conflict; some of these settlements 
are located close to the conflict’s frontline and reports 
confirm that some the IDPs’ shelters have been impacted 
by the fighting. The renewed displacement of IDPs is of 
particular protection concern as they have no support 
structures in the conflict area. A peace agreement was 
signed on 2 December, in the presence of the Prime 
Minister of the Federal Government of Somalia, leaders 
of Jubaland and South West Interim Administrations, 
community elders and a delegation from the United 
Nations, the European Union (EU), and the Inter-
Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD). However, relative calm has returned to Gaalkacyo after the 
signing of the 5 December cease-fire agreement. Reports confirmed that the armed forces from both states have 
started to withdraw from the frontline. Some internally displaced people have reportedly begun to return to their 
homes and previous settlements, while many are still reluctant to return. Others reportedly felt compelled to return 
due to hardship suffered in the area of displacement. Few businesses have also resumed operations since 6 
December. 
Humanitarian impact and needs 
 
The armed violence has exacerbated an already fragile humanitarian situation in Gaalkacyo and its surrounding 
areas particularly for the internally displaced people, who lived in quite destitute IDP settlements that had been 
impacted by the El Nino rains prior to the conflict breakout. The temporary withdrawal of humanitarian 
organizations from Gaalkacyo has left a response gap. In addition, aid to Galgaduud, Hiraan and other parts of 
Mudug regions has been affected as Gaalkacyo provides road access to Gagaduud region.  
Protection cluster members estimated that over 90,000 people were displaced including 40,000 internally displaced 
people. An estimated 20,000 displaced people from settlements in north Gaalkacyo moved to Halaboqat, Medina 
Munawara, Salama and Tawakal local integration sites in the northwest outskirts of the town. Some moved to 
Caagaran settlement, which is over-crowded with nearly 5,000 new arrivals. Most people from host communities 
have fled to villages along the main road from Gaalkacyo to Garowe. In south Gaalkacyo, another 20,000 displaced 
people have fled to neighboring villages mostly to Harar, and Hiraan 2. The two main hospitals in Gaalkacyo town 
are under-staffed as some of the staff fled the fighting. Education facilities, schools and universities, have 
reportedly been impacted by the conflict, which is further disrupting the lives of children and youth.  
Humanitarian Response 
Humanitarian partners are providing life-saving assistance to displaced people who fled to the outskirts of 
Gaalkacyo. WASH, food, shelter, protection and health are priority needs. Health and WASH partners have moved 
quickly to contain increasing reported cases of diarrheal diseases.  
Health partners have provided emergency supplies, including ringer lactate, normal saline and emergency health 
and trauma kits to south and north Gaalkacyo general hospitals. They are also providing essential drugs including 
anti-malaria, anti-diarrhoea, and anti-bacteria in six locations in north and south Gaalkacyo. Galkacyo Medical 
Centre has strengthened its response capacity at the Salama IDP settlement and surrounding areas and is also 
offering support to gender-based violence survivors. 

 OCHA SOMALIA Flash Update 
 Humanitarian impact of fighting in Gaalkacyo | 8 December 2015  

90,000 people have reportedly been displaced in 
Gaalkacyo. Photo: SBACO 
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A temporary health center has been established in Xaar-xaarka area to cater for displaced people in the outskirts of 
south Gaalkacyo. Some 78 emergency trauma kits and volunteer health personnel were dispatched to north 
Gaalkacyo general hospital. Meanwhile, mobile health clinics were deployed to cater for the needs of 20,000 
displaced people in Balli-abaar, Cagaaran, Halaboqat, Salama, Median Munawara and Margaaga areas. On 1 
December, two mobile health teams including a medical doctor, qualified nurses and midwives were dispatched to 
north Gaalkacyo to provide services to 14 villages hosting displaced people. Mobile health services to displaced 
persons in Bayra and Xero-jaalle villages in north Mudug region are ongoing as well as in Bandiiradley, Docol, 
Galinsoor and Wargalo villages in south Gaalkacyo and in surrounding villages.  
Nutrition partners have sufficient stocks to respond to the needs of about 30,000children under the age of 5 for up 
to three months. The provision of drinking water to villages outside South Gaalkacyo where most displaced people 
are located has commenced. WASH partners are supplying an estimated 48,000 litres of water daily to El alhwan, 
Harhar, and lasa addele villages. Soap and aquatabs were distributed to 840 people, while 250 hygiene kits were 
distributed in Bandiiradley village.  
Protection cluster members continue to monitor and follow up on protection related cases, in addition to providing 
services to GBV survivors. The situation requires close monitoring by child protection partners to safeguard family 
unity and activate Identification, Documentation, Tracing and Reunification (IDTR) services as required. Some 100 
pieces of plastic sheets were distributed to 600 people and some of the most vulnerable households received cash 
to buy food.  
OCHA is leading inter-agency coordination meetings to plan and advocate for additional interventions to respond to 
the emerging gaps. 
For more information or to receive our reports as attachment, contact: Tapiwa Gomo Head of Communication, 
gomo@un.org, Tel. (+254) 731043197, or Antonette Miday, Miday@un.org, Tel. (254) 731 043 156, or Kenneth Odiwuor, 
odiwuor@un.org, Tel. (+254) 734800120 
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