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Highlights 

 

• The number of people affected by the Deyr season (October-
December) flash floods has increased to nearly 73,000, including 
more than 13,000 displaced and four suspected deaths, according 
to field reports.   
 

• At least five states, including Banadir, Jubaland, Hirshabelle, 
Galmudug and South West have been affected and have continued 
to report extensive damage to infrastructure and farmland. 
 

• In South West State, overflowing water from River Shabelle has 
reportedly inundated six villages in Afgooye area, affecting 8,000 
people, of whom 3,500 are displaced.  
 

• Aid workers and local authorities are appealing for urgent 
humanitarian assistance, including clean drinking water, emergency 
shelter, food and logistics support to drain the stagnant water that 
risks disease outbreaks.   
 

Situation overview 
Deyr seasonal rains, often experienced between October and 
December in Somalia, have caused widespread flooding resulting in displacement, suspected deaths and destruction of 
key infrastructure including roads, houses and farmlands, according to humanitarian partners. At least 73,000 people 
have been affected by the widespread rains and floods, mainly in Banadir, Jubaland, Hirshabelle, Galmudug and South 
West region. 

Among those affected are more than 53,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) and members of the host community in 
Baidoa town, in South West State, whose living conditions were already dire. An estimated 4,000 people have been 
temporarily displaced from their homes in the town, of whom one third have been evacuated to higher grounds in northern 
Baidao. At least 80 per cent of the IDPs living in temporary shelters are likely to be affected if the rains intensify. A rapid 
assessment conducted by Camp Coordination Camp Management cluster partners indicates that at least 157 IDP sites 
with a population of over 97,360 IDPs are lacking shelter and non-food items, including sites where displaced people 
have settled in the past six months.  

Flooding has affected farmlands in several areas and may impact food security in the period ahead. In South West State, 
a sustained increase in river levels in River Shabelle, particularly along Afgooye, Hirshabelle and Jowhar areas, has 
resulted in overflow and river breakages, inundating 5,000 hectares of farmland in six villages. In Jubaland State, overflow 
from River Dawa has inundated 5,000 hectares of farmland and affected about 10,000 people in Dollow and Belet Xaawo 
districts.  

Destruction and damage of key infrastructure, including roads and residential areas, has been reported in multiple 
locations. Heavy rains on 6 November caused flash flooding and landslides in Goofgaduud Buurey, 30km north of Baidoa, 
Bay region. Two houses were destroyed and more than 50 people temporarily displaced to higher ground in the village.  

In Hirshabelle State, roads linking Jowhar to Mogadishu and the road to the airport were reportedly flooded. This has 
impacted transport for passengers and essential supplies, including foodstuff from Mogadishu to Jowhar town. Although 
river levels along the lower reaches in Jowhar are slightly high, the levels of the Shabelle River in the upper reaches of 
Belet Weyne and Jalalaqsi remain within the normal levels.  
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In Banadir, partners report that at least 730 houses occupied by IDPs and 250 latrines have been damaged by the flash 
floods. Stagnant water is seen in most low-lying areas creating a high risk for water-and vector-borne diseases such as 
malaria and acute watery diarrhoea outbreaks.  

In Jubaland State, roads in Kismayo were reportedly impassable following flash floods on 2 November; made worse by 
poor drainage in the city. At least eight water pumps were reportedly submerged and semi-permanent settlements in 
Kismayo destroyed. More than 6,000 people in Dollow and nearly 3,800 people in Belet Hawo districts, Gedo region, have 
been affected. In the last two weeks, flash floods in Lower Juba region have affected 2,000 IDPs in Danwadaag settlement 
in Dhobley and exposed them to the risk of water-borne diseases. The airstrip at Dhobley was flooded and flights suspended 
for a week, but it has since re-opened. 

Weather forecasts by FAO Somalia Water and Land Information Management (FAO/SWALIM) indicate minimal rains in 
Somaliland and Puntland. Moderate to heavy Deyr rains are expected to continue in the central and southern regions, as 
well as the Ethiopian highlands, through November. River levels are within normal ranges in Belet Weyne and Bulo Burti 
districts while the mid and lower reaches are still at high levels. Along the Juba River the levels are currently above 
normal.  

Given the rainfall forecast and current situation along the two rivers, there remains a high risk of flooding along the lower 
reaches of Shabelle and the entire Juba River, according to FAO/SALIM. In the upper reaches of the Shabelle River, a 
moderate risk of flooding is foreseen. Stagnant water from the Deyr rains is likely to increase the risk of the spread of 
water-borne diseases and hygiene and sanitation challenges.  

Humanitarian needs and gaps  
OCHA is working with humanitarian partners to respond to the needs of the affected people. Humanitarian partners have 
prioritised urgent assistance in food, emergency shelter, non-food items, mosquito nets, hygiene/sanitation facilities and 
safe drinking water in all affected areas.  
 
Local authorities in Gaalkacyo, Galmudug State, have appealed for urgent humanitarian assistance to drain stagnant water 
and rehabilitate latrines, as well as provision of hygiene kits, shelter, and non-food items for those affected. 
 
In Puntland, local authorities and communities in areas where the Deyr rains have delayed are increasingly concerned 
about water availability prospects in the coming days. 
 
Local partners in Afmadow, Jubaland, report that prepositioned supplies are limited and roads have become partially 
impassable. Humanitarian flights remain limited due to COVID-19 restrictions.  Preliminary indications are that affected 
communities need shelter, food and non-food items.  

Humanitarian response 

The 2020 Deyr floods come at a time when aid workers are responding to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic across 
the country, a desert locust invasion mainly in the northern regions and a residual caseload affected by the riverine and 
flash floods from the Hagaa rainfall season (June to September). This is likely to impact response capacity and resources. 

While rapid humanitarian assessments are ongoing to determine the actual needs of the people affected by the Deyr 
rains, humanitarian partners have mobilised pre-positioned stocks in support of the affected people.  

In South West State, Shelter Cluster partners have mobilised resources to support at least 6,000 people affected by the 
floods in Baidoa. Distributions will be started based on the findings of the assessment.  

In Galmudug State, a humanitarian partner provided shelter, NFIs and chlorine powder to 120 people displaced by the 
flooding in south Gaalkacyo. 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Ogoso Erich Opolot, Head of Communications, ogoso@un.org, Tel: +254 720 766 587 

Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Reporting and Public Information Officer, anjichi@un.org, Tel: +254 722 839182 

Yahya Dahiye, Public Information Officer, yahya.dahiye@un.org, Tel: +252 618 180926 
 
For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/Somalia | www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/somalia | Twitter: @OCHASom | Facebook: 
UNOCHA   
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