
by the floods 

OVERVIEW 
Many families in Middle Shabelle and Hiraan Regions were caught 
unprepared when unexpected heavy rains fell during the second 
week of December 2019. Desperate, their shelter and household 
items were washed away by the flood waters. They were forced to 
abandon their homes to seek higher grounds for safety.  
 
The rains washed out roads and limited movement in and around 
Hudur, disrupting supply deliveries to local markets and making it 
hard for people to access health and other vital services. 
 
AREAS IN CRISIS: There Is public outcry in Bulo Burto, Jala-
laqsi and surrounding areas in Hiraan Region. The two other crisis 
areas are Buurdhuubo and in Gedo Region and Afgooye and sur-
rounding areas in Lower Shabelle Region. Access to health in 
Qandala, Bari region has been reported affected, with 7 out of the 8 
existing health centers unreachable due to ongoing conflict.  
 
Buurdhuubo, Gedo Region 
At Buurdhuubo Hospital, doctors have for long been struggling to 
treat hundreds of patients with various diseases including malaria, 
diarrhea, malnutrition, with more than three deaths reported be-
tween 19-21 December 2019. Over the last four years, Buurdhubo 
has been inaccessible to humanitarian workers. It has been report-
ed that Trocaire, an international NGO left over two years ago due 
to security challenges. There is no health partner on ground. The 
Health Cluster NGO Focal Person in Gedo Region hughlights gaps 
in primary and secondary health care and a need for urgent lifesav-
ing health assistance.  
 
Afgooye, Lower Shabelle Region 
Afgooye and surrounding villages, especially the western villages of 
Balguri, Aytiro and Sagaalad are still facing gross health challenges 
as a result of the floods of Shabelle River. All residents in lower-
lying settlements moved from higher places in the district. During 
the third week of December 2019, Hon. Ibrahim Adan Najax, the 
Governor of Lower Shabelle region raised a humanitarian appeal for 
support to flloed-affected populations in Afgoye, Zabiid and neigh-
boring affected areas. 
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After the occurrence of Tropical 
Cyclone Pawan, people needed 
medical attention following injuries 
resulting from subsequent landfall. 
The Cyclone displaced communi-
ties, and increased the risk of 
disease outbreak. Heavy rain has 
caused flooding, also increasing 
the risk of water borne and vector 
borne disease outbreaks. $4.5M 

Affected by  
Cyclone Pawan 

213,000 

$2.14M 



A mother in desperate need of 
lifesaving health assistance for 
her sick, malnourished child at 
Buurdhuubo Hospital in Gedo 
Region, December 2019. Photo 
by staff at the hospital. 

EXCLUSION: Concerns remain around exclusion and 
discrimination in aid delivery, involving a strong involve-
ment of local authorities and traditional leaders from domi-
nant groups, in the selection of the beneficiaries. Callers of 
Radio Ergo have expressed concerns on the matter. This 
is curtailing the independence of aid providers in prioritiz-
ing assistance to those who need it most. Discrimination of 
the IDP population in Beledweyne, mostly the traditionally 
marginalized communities lacking strong representation.  

ACCESS: Excessive flooding has rendered the roads 
impassable, complicating efforts in the delivery of life-
saving services and supplies to people in affected 
communities. Floods have left several health care 
facilities under water, and inaccessible. Two of RI’s 
four static health facilities (Bundoweyne and Hawa 
Tako) in Beletweyne Town have been under water. 
Recent assessments conducted in Awdhegle District 
of Lower Shabelle and Bardheere District of Gedo 
this constraint, with some health facilities located 
miles away from settlements. 
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Bulo Burto and Jalalaqsi: Hirshabelle state authorities called for immedi-
ate humanitarian assistance to flood affected people in Bulo Burto and 
Jalalaqsi districts. Leading the supervision mission, the Hirshabelle Minis-
ter of Interior communicated with the OCHA Belet Weyne Sub Office on 
22 December, reporting that many people Jalalaqsi were badly affected 
the floods. Many people have been reported displaced from their houses, 
abandoning their farms and livestock. The most affected people were in 
Jalalaqsi District, and had not received any lifesaving health assistance 
since in weeks. The most urgent health needs highlighted included nutri-
tion and provision of mosquito nets. 
 
Nugal and Bari Regions: On 6 December 2019 Tropical Cyclone Pawan 
passed over Nugaal and Bari regions of Puntland State. According to the 
Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management Agency, at least 35,600 
people in Puntland have been affected by the heavy rains that accompa-
nied the tropical cyclone. The heavy rains and floods resulted in damage 
to shelters, including collapse of houses and loss of domestic household 
items, which have been washed away by the flash floods, reducing house-
holds’ capacities to cope. Flooding poses a high risk of water-borne and 
vector-borne diseases in the most affected districts of Eyl, Bandarbayla, 
Galuula and Laasqoray. Preliminary investigations in Nugal and Mudug 
indicate that none of the health facilities has been affected.  
 
Qandala District: Access to health care remains a challenge in Qandala 
District of Bari Region. Local authorities reported an estimated 2,000 resi-
dents from at least eight villages in Qandala district (including Moqor, Gol-
cadaadeed, Gurur, Hoobato, Harawo, Canjeel, Camayro and Jecayl) una-
ble to access basic health services due to the blockage of the main road 
by the Islamic State of Somalia (IS). Access to health, and food were 
reported particularly critical, with no health facilities operating in seven out 
of the eight affected villages in the district. The area has been security-
challenged and hard-to-reach without effective humanitarian coverage. 
The local authorities in the area have since appealed for assistance 
through the OCHA Field Coordination Unit in Puntland State. 

The Somalia Floods Response 
Plan, November 2019 – Janu-
ary 2020 estimates the total 
number of people affected by 
the floods at 547,000, of whom 
370,000 were displaced. In 
Belet Weyne district, an esti-
mated 45,500 households 
(273,000 people) have fled 
their homes. Farmland, infra-
structure and roads have been 
destroyed in some of the worst-
hit areas in Hirshabelle, Juba-
land and South West States. 
As of 21 December 2019, at 
least 20 deaths have been 
reported. 

The Ministry of Health and Development in Somaliland issued a Chikungu-
nya outbreak alert in Burco town. Following the alert, KEMRI laboratory in 
Nairobi conducted an investigation confirming Chikungunya on 11 Novem-
ber 2019. A total of 404 cases, majority male (54.5%) and aged less than 
10 years (24.3%) were reported between 30/09/2019 to 14/12/2019. The 
most affected sections in Burco town were Plaza (34 cases), October (34 
cases), Hodan (33 cases) and Cuqubo (20 cases). There have been alerts 
of  Chikungunya in Beletweyne, Galkayo and Garowe. 

CHIKUNGUNYA OUTBREAK IN BURCO 

PERSISTENT CONSTRAINTS TO EFFECTIVE DELIVERY OF HEALTH SERVICES 



How the Health Cluster is responding 
 
More Health Cluster partners are joining the response. Assessments are informing interventions. 
WOCCA conducted a Rapid Needs Assessment on floods around Bal’ad District of Middle Shabelle 
Region establishing 2,210 households affected and over 3,546 hectares of farmland destroyed. 
 
With support from BAL’AD District Council, Omelia Community Development Organization has been 
on ground, transporting affected people to high lands and distributing plastic sheets, reaching 4,998 
people in 833 households in MUKID-DHEERE village. The partner also reached 2,100 people in 350 
households in GOLOLEEY village.  
 
IFRC is activating and deploying two mobile health clinics to serve the communities affected by the 
Tropical Cyclone Pawan for two months (60 days each). This will reach an estimated population of 
31,500 people (16,065 women and 15,435 men) with interventions ranging from the treatment of 
common ailments, immunization of children against the common childhood diseases, immunization 
of women of childbearing age (pregnant and nonpregnant), screening of children under the age of 5 
years to monitor their growth and provide those found to be malnourished with nutritional supple-
ments. Other services that will be delivered by the IFRC mobile teams are safe motherhood (ante-
natal care, delivery and post-natal care with the provision of supplements) and health education. 
 
In response to the Chikungunya outbreak, the WHO malaria program supported a mission from the 
Ministry to conduct a field assessment and develop a plan for the fogging in Burco. The MoHD with 
support from UNICEF and Health Cluster partners conducted community education to improve sani-
tation in different households. WHO is monitoring reports of new reports of Chikungunya reported in 
different districts through the Early Warning Alert and Response Network (EWARN) 
 
Routine distribution of clean delivery kits, distribution of blankets and mosquito nets for pregnant and 
lactating mothers - to protect them from malaria. MedAir is disseminating health education messages 
to promote awareness on diarrheal disease prevention and care. More partners are conducting com-
munity capacity building, awareness and sensitization on water borne diseases. 

Cluster Partners Responding 

Government 

FMoH, SMoH, GCRI, 
MoH, SWS-
MoHADM, SWS-
MOEWR   

UN Agencies 

WHO, UNICEF, UN-
FPA, UNOCHA, UN-
HCR, WFP, IOM  

Int. NGOs 

IRC, Care, DRS/DEH, PAH, 
NRC, SCI, WFP, SSWC, AAH/
ACF, ARD, DRC/DDG, SOS, RI, 
COOPI, CESVI, INTERSOS, 
WVI, AVORD, CCC, ARD, Mer-
cy USA, DirectAid. 

NNGOs 

Cluster Coordination Contacts 

Craig Stuart Hampton, Cluster Coordinator, 
hamptonc@who.int, +252612488306 

Farhan Bashir Hassan, Cluster Co-Coordinator,        
farhan.bashir@savethechildren.org, +252618648 666 

Richard Baker Sennoga, Information Management Officer, 
rsennoga@immap.org, +252614381315 

Matilda Kirui, Cluster Coordination Support Officer, 
kiruim@who.int, +254721665362 
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WOCCA, OMELIA CDO, WARDI, 
SORDA, SMA TOUS, HIRDA, MAR-
DO, READO, GRRN, CPD, HIDIG, 
SOCDA, GAREDO, OCDO, ERS, 
MCAN, BTSC, SAMA, MIDNIMO, 
SRCS, Doyale, IIRO 

 

Gaps / Constraints 
There remains a gap in mass health education, and sensitization on disease pre-
vention, control and care. There is a gap with enhancing the capacity of health care 
professionals and humanitarian staff on the implementation of the minimum initial 
service package (MISP) during emergencies. 
 
There is urgent need for the provision of blankets, plastic sheets and mosquito nets 
to people in the affected areas. Food supply and provision of household utensils, 
nutrition and sanitation in all affected areas in Balcad District. This is urgently need-
ed to the poor condition of IDPs from worsening. 

” 

Hello my name is N.A.N in Jowhar, Middle Shabelle. The are disease outbreaks 
in the area, the families and children living along the river are vulnerable to dis-
ease outbreaks. The Somali people should help their brothers and sisters facing 
hardships in Jowhar…”  
 
Hello Radio Ergo, I am calling from Middle Shabelle, Wanlaweyn, my name is 
M.D. We have rainfall and we are concerned about mosquitoes. I am a listener of 
Radio Ergo and I constantly follow your programs…” 
 
Hello I am calling from Bardera, Gedo. there have been outbreaks of Malaria in 
the area, we are IDPs and our children are suffering. We don't have medicine 
and we have informed the local authorities and the aid organizations and we 
don't still have the medicines. We need medical aid…” 

Health Concerns from Callers of Radio Ergo 

” 

” 


