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This report is produced by OCHA Regional Office for the Pacific in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Regional 
Office for the Pacific. It covers a period from 7 to 8 February 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 11 February 2013.  

Highlights 
 

 Solomon Islands Government has declared a 
State of Disaster for Santa Cruz Islands in 
Temotu Province 

 Nine people have been confirmed dead 

 700 households have been affected, displacing 
3,500 people  

 The first relief supplies along with assessment 
and medical personnel arrived in Temotu 
Province this afternoon 
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Situation Overview 
The Solomon Islands Government has declared a State of Disaster for Santa Cruz Islands in Temotu Province 
following Wednesday’s 8.0 magnitude earthquake and subsequent tsunami. The Solomon Islands Government 
hopes the official declaration will mobilize more domestic and international support. In addition to the declaration, 
the National Disaster Council approved a budget of US$139,000 for response efforts.  

The National Disaster Management Office has only received information on damages from some areas of Temotu 
Province and little information has been received from the Reef Islands and Utupua. In addition, no reports have 
been received from the Santa Cruz Weather Coast, Tikopia and Anuta. There remains concern for these areas 
where no contact has been received. The ongoing seismic activity around the Santa Cruz Islands and the difficultly 
in accessing the area remain a challenge.  

Today, six teams from the Provincial Emergency Operations Centre, have commenced initial assessments in North 
East Santa Cruz (Nendo) Island, Nea, Nela / Venga, Luava / Malo / Neo, Nemba / Manoputi and Bania. In addition, 
an Australian Defence Force C130 will undertake aerial assessments of Temotu Province today.  

The airport in Lata, the provincial capital of Temotu Province has reopened and the first flight carrying relief 
supplies along with assessment and medical personnel landed this afternoon. 

A Royal Solomon Islands Police Force patrol boat carrying relief supplies departed Honiara last night and is 
expected to arrive in Temotu Province either tonight or tomorrow morning.  

A cargo boat, the MV Arnavon, is scheduled to leave Honiara today with non-food items such as tarpaulins, 
blankets, water containers, hygiene supplies, baby kits, emergency kits, kitchen sets and mosquito nets.  

Aftershocks continue, including a shallow 6.6 magnitude aftershock this morning. The Tinakula volcano, located 
approximately 40 kilometers from the Santa Cruz Islands poses a secondary risk given the ongoing seismic activity.  

Buoy readings have confirmed that the largest tsunami wave in the Pacific was experienced in Temotu Province, 
followed by New Caledonia.  
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Humanitarian Response 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 National Disaster Management Office reports that up to 700 households have been 
affected, displacing 3,500 people.  

Response: 

 Shelter supplies including tarpaulins, tents and non-food items such as kitchen kits 
have been sent to Temotu Province.  

 Health 

Needs: 

 Health services have been disrupted, with patients being moved to higher ground.  

 There are unconfirmed reports of damage to Manoputi Clinic, with the number of coastal clinics damaged 
expected to rise.  

Response: 

 Mosquito nets are among relief supplies being sent to Temotu Province.  

 Medical personnel arrived in Temotu Province this afternoon.  

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 The water source that supplies Graciosa Bay and Lata has been damaged, with debris and logs flooding the 
water source and pipes damaged. People within these communities remain without access to fresh water.   

 A number of fresh water sources have been inundated with salt water.  

 There is widespread damage and contamination of wells and many water tanks have been destroyed or 
displaced.  

 Bore holes have been covered or contaminated.  

 Toilets have been destroyed.  

Response: 

 NOMAD Water Purification System will be deployed from Honiara by the Solomon Islands Red Cross Society 
along with hygiene awareness messages.  

 WASH supplies including collapsible water containers, buckets, water purification tablets and soap have been 
sent to Temotu Province.  

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Food gardens in coastal areas have been destroyed, including fruit trees.  

 Education 

Needs: 

 Venga Primary School remains closed after four buildings and an early childhood classroom were destroyed.  

Emergency Telecommunications 

Constraints: 

 Network coverage is inconsistent, hampering efforts to communicate with affected communities.  
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Background on the crisis 
 
An 8.0 magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of Santa Cruz Islands (Temotu Province) in the southeast Solomon Islands archipelago at 
1:12 PM UTC on 6 February 2013.  
 
The United States Geological Survey (USGS) reported that the earthquake had a depth of 28.7 kilometers.  
 
The Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre issued a Tsunami Watch and Tsunami Warning for a number of countries in the Pacific Island region 
which was subsequently cancelled.  
 
A 0.9 to 1.0 meter tsunami wave reached the islands in Temotu Province and a tsunami wave of 8 centimeters reached the capital, Honiara. 
 

 There is currently no available internet access.  

Logistics 

Response: 

 The debris blocking the runway at Lata Airport has been cleared and the Civil Aviation Authority has completed 
an assessment of the runway. Lata Airport is now open and the first plane landed this afternoon.  

Constraints: 

 Access by road to communities around Lata remains difficult due to debris, holes, cracks and gullies.  

 There are power outages currently being experienced on Santa Cruz (Nendo) Island. Personnel from the 
Solomon Islands Electric Authority will arrive on Santa Cruz (Nendo) Island this evening or tomorrow morning to 
assess further. 

General Coordination 
The National Emergency Operations Centre remains and activated and is coordinating the distribution of relief 
supplies and deployment of assessment teams.  

The Provincial Emergency Operations Centre continues to provide regular updates to the National Emergency 
Operations Centre. A Provincial Disaster Coordination Committee has been established in Lata which includes the 
Provincial Secretary, World Vision National Disaster Coordinator, National Disaster Management Office 
representative and the Provincial Police Commander.  

World Vision currently has 20 personnel in Lata to assist with assessment and relief efforts. In addition, a World 
Vision logistics expert will arrive in Honiara today to coordinate the logistics cluster with other NGOs. 

The Solomon Islands Red Cross Society will deploy 14 staff to Lata to support response efforts.  

Oxfam will deploy three staff to support assessments and assist in the distribution of relief supplies.  

The Pacific Humanitarian Team Heads of Office and Inter Cluster Coordination Group will meet on Monday 
morning to discuss humanitarian needs, current and planned response efforts and any remaining gaps.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

 

Jo McIntosh, Public Information Officer, mcintoshj@uncoha.org, Tel: +679 331 7326, Cell +679 868 8731 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org • www.reliefweb.int • www.phtpacific.org.   
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