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Middle East, North Africa:Displacement Snapshot (as of 16 October 2017)
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

The scale, severity and complexity of needs across Syria remain overwhelming. Over the past six years the conflict  has contributed to mass, 
displacement, with roughly half the population having fled their homes. An estimated 6.1 million those people who have fled their homes  are 
internally displaced , while5.5 million people have left Syria, the majority of whom have sought refuge in neighboring countries. The 418,000 

Palestine refugees in Syria are considered particularly vulnerable, with over half of  these people estimated to be internally displaced in Palestine refugee camps and 
gatherings on urban peripheries. Continued fighting and shifting front-lines have led to the displacement of 1.3 million people in the first six months of 2017, at an 
average rate of 6,200 people displaced each day. Many IDPs are displaced multiple times, with short term, cyclical displacements arising in some conflict-affected areas. 
Increasingly managed admission policies  by neighboring countries have  left people unable to cross Syria’s border, including an estimated 50,000 people living in 
makeshift settlements in a desolate environment  on Syria’s border with Jordan . It is estimated that some 750,000 people have taken refuge in collective shelters, 
camps or makeshift settlements as options of last resort, having generally exhausted all other options. Given the influx of IDPs, host communities are also increasingly 
overburdened , facing limited availability of essential services, competition over livelihood opportunities and possible inter-communal tensions over access to services 
and economic opportunities. While the number of spontaneous returns has increased in 2017 from 2016, the overall conditions for safe, dignified and sustainable 
returns are not yet in place in many parts of Syria, and cannot be considered in the context of a durable solutions framework until assessed.

SYRIA

IRAQ
The situation in Iraq involves both mass displacement and returns to what are often insecure environments. Over the last year, more people were displaced 
as a result of military efforts to defeat the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). Significant barriers such as the lack of infrastructure, widespread 
destruction, mined areas, crime and fear of reprisal continue to inhibit return movements. It is estimated that more than 3,231,2101 displaced people may 

be in need of assistance across Iraq. Over 1.6 million people live in host communities with more than 1.4 million2 displaced people estimated to reside in the Kurdish 
Region of Iraq. Additionally, there are over 240,0003 Syrian refugees who are expected to remain in Iraq and require assistance. Displaced people are placing a strain on 
resources and existing services in host communities. Military operations in Mosul City, Telafar and environs displaced almost 1 million people4, with tens of thousands 
leaving their homes before the onset of the military operations. Some returns to relatively stable retaken areas are taking place. Last year more than 1 million5 Iraqis 
returned to their homes, and it is hoped increased returns continue in the coming year.

1 International Organization for Migration (IOM), Displacement Tracking Matrix, 15 September 2017, online: http://iraqdtm.iom.int/IDPsML.aspx
2 Joint Coordination Centre Kurdish Region of Iraq, as of 14 August 2017, pg. 3 online:
http://www.jcckrg.org/contents/reports/16-08-2017/1502884788.IDPs%20and%20%20Refugees-%20last%20updated%2014%20August%202017%20%20Kurdish.pdf
3 UNHCR Registration Unit, Erbil. “Iraqi Syrian Refugee Stats and Locations.” 31 August 2017.
4 Iraq Ministry of Migration and Displacement (MoMD), Humanitarian Data Overview, 16 September 2017.
5 IOM, ibid

Civilians in Libya continue to suffer as a result of conflict, instabil-
ity, political fragmentation and a collapsing economy. The current 
number of Libyan IDPs stands at 217,022, while the number of 

registered refugees and asylum seekers reached 48,124. According to DTM, 
there was an increase in returnees (278,559 people) in some parts of the country 
where the situation improved. However, returnees in other areas faced renewed 
displacement and consequently required urgent food assistance, particularly in 
Benghazi and Sirt. The situation remains problematic for returnees due to 
damaged infrastructure and the risks of landmines and explosive hazards, Also 
according to DTM, registered migrants are estimated to be around 400,445, with 
arrivals to Europe declining, Libya is the main point of departure for the Mediter-
ranean crossing to Europe (some 90 per cent of the over 181,000 people who 
arrived in Italy by sea in 2016 departed from Libya); in 2017 over 16,437 people 
have been rescued, and it is estimated that 102,534 have crossed/arrived to 
Italy.

LIBYA

The displacement of Palestinians throughout the occupied Palestinian territory 
takes place in the context of Israel’s prolonged occupation, compounded by 
recurrent escalations in hostilities between Israel and Palestinian armed 
factions.

In the Gaza Strip, although no additional displacement has been recorded since 
the 2014 hostilities, as of August 2017, some 29,000 Palestinians remain 
displaced following the destruction of their homes during that conflict, primarily 
due to funding shortages. In the West Bank, many Palestinians face risk of 
forcible transfer due to a coercive environment generated by Israeli policies and 
practices, which create pressure on residents to leave their communities.

These practices include the demolition of homes in Area C and in East Jerusalem 
on the grounds of the lack of building permits, which are almost impossible to 
obtain; between January and August 2017, more than 500 Palestinians were 
displaced due to such demolitions, marking a significant decline compared to 
the volume of displacement recorded in 2016.

OCCUPIED PALESTENIAN TERRITORY

YEMEN
Two and a half years of escalated conflict have worsened the scale 
and extent of displacement in Yemen. The conflict has forcibly 
displaced about 10 per cent of the population, including an 

estimated 2 million people who remain internally displaced and 0.9 million 
returnees. About two-thirds of the IDPs originate from Hajjah, Taizz and Amanat 
Al Asimah governorates, while about half are displaced in their governorates of 
origin. Most IDPs live with host families or rent accommodation; about 19 per 
cent reside in public buildings, collective centres or spontaneous settlements. 
New displacements continue to occur in areas where conflict persists. The 
returnees face challenges including poor shelter, loss of livelihoods and 
inadequate access to social services. Despite the conflict, there are more than 
279,000 refugees and asylum-seekers mainly from the Horn of Africa, in Yemen. 
Others continue to arrive despite the risk of kidnapping, torture, sexual abuse or 
drowning. From March 2015 to 30 April 2017, about 95,807 people fled Yemen 
for the Horn of Africa.
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