
PROTECTION MONITORING: MEXICO
SNAPSHOT FEBRUARY 2022

This SNAPSHOT summarizes the findings of Protection Monitoring conducted in Ciudad Juarez and Tapachula, Mexico in February

2022 as part of the humanitarian intervention of the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) and the Jesuit Refugee Service Mexico (JRS), as

part of a consortium with Save the Children Spain and Mexico, Plan International Spain and Mexico and HIAS Mexico, with the financial

support of the European Union Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO). To view the interactive Dashboard with the

results from this period and from the beginning of the Protection Monitoring program, click here.

KEY FIGURES*

. *During February, 130 interviews were conducted, covering a total of 340 people.

Among persons of concern in Ciudad Juarez, restrictions on

access to U.S. territory continue to drive the desperate search

for ways of entering the country irregularly. The detection of a

trailer carrying more than one hundred irregular migrants

near El Paso, Texas and of dozens more in train cars, reflect a

tendency among persons of concern to resort to risky

measures to gain access to the territory. The threats that

these individuals face is evident in the multiple reports of

raids and control operations conducted in the area, including

in hotels and in so-called ‘safe-houses’, where smugglers

covertly shelter those who seek to enter the United States,

and in some cases, people who have been abducted.

In Tapachula, the protests observed at the beginning of the

year continued during the month of February, calling

attention to the increased use of detention and deportation

by the National Migration Institute (INM) and echoing the

demands of the population for documentation authorizing

their departure from Tapachula to transit to other parts of the

country. Between one hundred and two hundred people

established an informal settlement in the Bicentennial Park in

protest, while others demonstrated in front of the INM office.

Some participants used violence, started hunger strikes or

sewed their months shut to highlight the urgency of their

demands. In parallel, there was a noted increase in the

issuance of Tarjetas de Visitante por Razones Humanitarias

(TVRH), at the same time as extended waiting times of up to

six months for appointments to obtain an appointment to

request a TVRH at the local INM office.

PROFILENATIONALITY

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiOTc0NjViZTMtYjczMC00YWE1LTliZDEtMzU5ZGUxOTcxZTNjIiwidCI6IjJhMjEyMjQxLTg5OWMtNDc1Mi1iZDMzLTUxZWFjM2M1ODJkNSIsImMiOjh9
https://www.elheraldodechihuahua.com.mx/local/juarez/localizan-a-132-migrantes-en-caja-de-trailer-en-frontera-juarez-el-paso-7841082.html
https://laopinion.com/2022/02/15/rescatan-a-migrantes-transportados-en-vagones-de-tren-cuando-estaban-a-punto-de-morir-de-frio/
https://www.elheraldodejuarez.com.mx/policiaca/presentan-a-pareja-que-tenia-retenidos-a-migrantes-7815039.html
https://rotativo.com.mx/2022/02/08/noticias/nacionales/migracion/migrantes-protestan-al-grito-de-queremos-visas-en-chiapas%ef%bf%bc%ef%bf%bc-947806/
https://www.gob.mx/inm/prensa/reprueba-inm-manifestaciones-violentas-para-solicitar-atencion-a-un-tramite-295273?idiom=es
https://laopinion.com/2022/02/23/video-migrantes-se-enfrentan-con-la-guardia-nacional-de-mexico-en-tapachula-chiapas/


During the month of February, the tendency continued of

approximately half of those monitored – 48.8% -

reporting vulnerabilities associated with specific

protection needs. Language barriers, corresponding to

42.9% of vulnerabilities detected in Tapachula, continue

affecting principally Haitian nationals. Nonetheless, in

February, there was an increase in individuals coming

from various African countries who communicated in

French, Portuguese and other languages particular to

their regions of origin. While these individuals were not

covered by monitoring precisely because of the language

barrier, official data from COMAR confirms that the

agency has received nearly 400 applications from

Senegalese nationals since the beginning of 2022.

Considering that 60.0% of those monitored in February

face a complete barrier to communication in Spanish,

there is an increasing need for interpreters and

translators to guarantee access to rights. In Ciudad

Juarez, the main specific protection need reported –

40.7% - continues to be associated with at risk children

and adolescents, mainly the risk of deprivation of

education. 57.1% of school-age children and adolescents

monitored in Ciudad Juarez are not studying, of which

86.4% is due to the families still being in transit to their

final destinations. Situations of women at risk – a

category that includes both single women as well as

pregnant or breastfeeding women – were detected in

both locations. On this issue, in February 2022, civil

society organization published a report highlight the

specific vulnerability of women on the northern border of

Mexico in the face of restrictions on access to U.S.

territory.

NORTHERN BORDER: 

SPECIFIC NEEDS & PRIORITIES:

RISKY DECISIONS, ABDUCTION AND DETENTION THREATEN PERSONS OF CONCERN IN

CIUDAD JUAREZ

TAPACHULA

CIUDAD JUAREZ

With regard to the priorities of the population of the concern, there were changes in both locations with respect to trends
identified to date, with income being the main priority in Tapachula and food in Ciudad Juarez. This data reflects changes in the
respective contexts. In Tapachula, the economic resources available to persons of concern are even more relevant in relation to
an exponential increase in the costs of housing and a situation in which – according to those monitored – people can pay bribes to
have easier access to documentation. On the other hand, an increase in people reporting food as a priority in Ciudad Juarez
coincides with a reduction in the amount of food offered in some shelters monitored during the month as well as in the expansion
of monitoring activities to cover persons living in private housing that do not have access to food assistance programs.

The continued application of restrictions on access to U.S. territory – due to the implementation of Title 42 and of the MPP – was

reported by some of those monitored as a source of stress and anguish, that is leaving some people to consider irregular entry.

61.7% of respondents in February reported having attempted to enter the U.S. at least once, of which, 71.4% had attempted to

request asylum at the border and 28.6% had attempted to enter irregularly. Despite the fact that 73.1% of those interviewed

confirmed having some information about the risks of transit, the desperation resulting from uncertainty was cited as a factor

driving irregular entry into the country.

https://imumi.org/2022/02/02/atrapadas-en-la-incertidumbre-y-el-peligro-mujeres-solicitantes-de-asilo/
https://www.elheraldodejuarez.com.mx/local/juarez/retornan-a-juarez-a-32-migrantes-bajo-el-programa-permanecer-en-mexico-7880990.html


Additionally, in this context, persons of concern face the risk of
abduction by smugglers of criminal groups and that of apprehension
and detention by Mexican authorities. Some of the operations
conducted by Mexican authorities leading to the identification of
abducted individuals – described in official communications and by
some media outlets as ‘rescues’ – also led to the detention of the
victims of abduction. At the same time, there were clear barriers in
access to justice for individuals who attempted to file reports for
having been abducted during their stay in the country. One case
documented by DRC confirmed denial by the prosecutor’s office to
receive this type of complaint. A trend of criminalization of refugees
and migrants is also reflected in the systematic practice of
immigration detention

SOUTHERN BORDER:

An increase in raids and in other migration control measures in and

around Tapachula evidence INM’s current approach of stopping and

concentrating the migratory flows of persons of concern in the south of

the country. These measures by INM depart from the ad hoc practice of

facilitating the transfer of mixed migrants to other parts of the country

at the end of 2021. This situation is aggravated by a deterioration in

living conditions of persons of concern in Tapachula, with few

opportunities to access livelihoods, delays in access to assistance and a

significant increase – approximately 250% - in the cost of renting

housing. Some persons of concern described the apartment owners in

the center of the city have ceased to charge per room, opting instead to

charge per person, and in some cases, reaching 2,500 MXN per month

per person (approximately 120 USD). More than 10% of the monitored

populated reported living on the streets due to the high costs of rent.

In this context, the protests by refugees and migrants in various parts of

Tapachula demand the opportunity to leave the city for other parts of

Mexico, in line with the practice of INM at the end of 2021 to facilitate or

authorize the transfer of mixed migrants from Tapachula. Now, in the

absence of these ad hoc measures, individuals usually wait up to six

months in Tapachula for the dates of their appointments to request a

TVRH. The long wait to obtain immigration documents exacerbates the

sense of desperation among persons of concern that face significant

difficulties in satisfying their basic needs during this period.

Additionally, groups of mixed migrants concentrated in the Bicentennial

Park in the center of the city lack bathrooms, water and food, sleeping

in the open to pressure the authorities to issue them a TVRH as soon as

possible. Nonetheless, multiple people monitored indicated that INM

agents had explained that the only way to regularize their status in the

country was through the Mexican Refugee Aid Commission (COMAR),

while others indicated the practice, among some INM agents, to

promptly issue TVRH in exchange for money.

FACED WITH WORSENING LIVING CONDITIONS IN TAPACHULA, PROTESTS SEEK DOCUMENTATION

TO LEAVE FOR OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY

This document covers humanitarian aid activities with the financial assistance of the European Union Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid (ECHO). The

views expressed in it should in no way be interpreted as the official opinion of the European Union. The European Commission cannot be held responsible for

any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

Delivery of humanitarian assistance in Ciudad Juarez

Protection Monitoring in Tapachula

. Monitoring conducted in the local detention
center – the Estancia Provisional in Ciudad Juarez
– confirmed the presence of more than one
hundred people deprived of liberty and in
precarious conditions during extended periods of
time, as well as other situations contrary to human
rights. In mid-February, JRS presented a complaint
regarding this situation before the National Human
Rights Commission which remains pending.

https://www.latimes.com/espanol/mexico/articulo/2022-02-03/mexico-intensifica-redadas-contra-migrantes-en-ciudad-surena

