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In the transition from paper-based to  e-

voucher assistance, WFP has enrolled 

over 85 percent of refugees in SCOPE, 

WFP’s beneficiary identity and benefit 

management system. Approximately 400,000 

refugees are presently assisted through this 

modality, with plans to transition the entire 

refugee population to the e-voucher by October 

2019.  

During March, eight flexible food items 

were introduced in all WFP’s e-voucher 

shops, adding to the 12 mandatory food 

items already in place. As traders compete on 

service and quality, this will open up 

competition between shops, introducing more 

dietary diversity for beneficiaries. Currently, 19 

of those shops are operational in the camps, 

and others are being constructed with support 

from the Asian Development Bank.  

As the cyclone and monsoon seasons 

loom, WFP is engaged in pre-positioning 

buffer stocks of food in key strategic areas of 

the camps. This will facilitate the rapid 

deployment of food supplies in case of 

emergencies to support up to 200,000 people. 

Beyond immediate food assistance, WFP 

is committed to enhance the livelihoods 

of the people it serves. Under the Self-Reliance 

project, WFP launched an aquaculture 

programme teaching refugees how to grow 

local fish in in the camps. Targeting refugee 

women, adolescent girls and at-risk youth 

males, WFP’s Self-Reliance project already 

provided trainings to close to 7,000 households 

and 15,000 will be targeted by the end of 

2019. 

W
F
P

 R
o
h
in

g
y
a
 R

e
fu

g
e
e
 R

e
s
p
o
n
s
e
   

  

                                                  UNHCR Household Figures  

THANKS TO OUR 
DONORS 

Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, 

Canada, Denmark, DFID-UK, 

European Commission, France, 

Germany, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, 

Luxembourg, Republic of 

Korea, UN CERF, UN Common 

Funds and Agencies, USA, 

Share the Meal, Multilateral 

and Private Donors.  

2019: SEEKING LONGER-TERM SOLUTIONS TO THE CRISIS  

WFP provides life-saving food and nutrition assistance to close to 880,000 
refugees in Cox’s Bazar, the world’s largest refugee settlement. WFP also 
acts as a common service provider to ensure the best services are provided 
in the camps.  

 

Contingency food stocks are 
being pre-positioned throughout 
the camps ahead of the mon-
soon season. 

The e-voucher system 
provides refugees with more 
choice and autonomy in a 
situation where they have 
very little.  
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WFP and partners aim to help refugee women, adolescent girls  and at

-risk youth males enhance their self-reliance by strengthening their 

skills and knowledge, as well as providing access to resources and 

training. Initially focusing on vulnerable women, the project has 

recently expanded to engage at-risk youth males in mobile and solar 

repair trainings. 

We spoke to a group of young male refugees who started undertaking 

trainings on solar panel installation and maintenance in the newly-

built centre of Camp 22.  

Within the few months since they started the training, they learnt how 

to operate solar panels and to connect them to a battery. ‘I have a 

small solar panel at home that I use for turning on the fan. I want to 

learn how to fix it so I don’t have to spend money on repairs’, says 

Mohib. Youssuf, their instructor, proudly shares: ‘They are already 

one step ahead of their fixed modules. They never miss a training, 

which translates their eagerness to learn.’ 

Many of them were involved in 

heavy construction works in the 

past. When asked how these 

trainings differ, they say: ‘The 

skills we are learning are more 

respected and valued in our 

community. They will help us break 

the cycle of poverty as they 

represent a more sustainable 

source of  income. We will be able 

to teach others and carry back 

these skills after we leave 

Bangladesh.’  

 

Contacts: Philippine d’Alverny (philippine.dalverny@wfp.org); Ukhengching Marma (ukhengching.marma@wfp.org)  

Photos: Saikat Majumder, Philippine d’Alverny, Fariha Marjia  
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Khorshida Begum, a Bangladeshi woman living in Cox’s Bazar, is part of 

WFP’s Enhanced Food Security and Nutrition (EFSN) programme. She and 

other women from her community in Baharchara Union have built a Self-

Help Group, which regularly meets to discuss issues of their concerns, 

such as group savings, hygiene, environment, or importance of school 

education. Before being involved in the EFSN program, most of these 

women came out of their homes only on rare occasions, their lives being 

focused on taking care of their families.  

They share how the 

programme has helped them 

gain confidence. They feel 

empowered to come out of 

their homes and socialize 

with others. They find 

comfort and companionship 

amongst these women, whom 

they consider as friends, 

sisters and advisors. ‘WFP 

has given us something to 

look forward to other than 

familial duties, something 

they we can do solely for ourselves’. And that has made the difference in 

their lives.  

Mohib used to be a community 

leader (Majhi) for 120 families in 

his neighbourhood. He decided to 

take on a new path with WFP’s 

mobile repair trainings.  

Enhancing host communities livelihoods with WFP’s 
EFSN Project 

WFP is transforming refugees’ lives through self-
reliance activities 

At-risk youth males aged between 18 and 35 are undertaking solar repair 

trainings in Camp 22. After attending trainings, participants receive a nominal 

cash allowance equivalent to USD 12 per month (BDT 1000).  


