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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 2012 paddy rice production forecast marginally above the 
record level of 2011 

 High level of rice exports expected to continue in 2012  

 Domestic price of rice decreased slightly in recent months 
after it reached a record level in November 2011  

The 2012 paddy rice production forecast to reach 
new record highs 

Harvesting of the 2012 winter/spring season paddy crop is just 
concluded. Output of this season generally account for about 
50 percent of the annual paddy production. According to the General 
Statistics Office of Viet Nam (GSO) the 2012 winter/spring paddy 
production is preliminary estimated at a record level of 20.3 million 
tonnes, some 2.4 percent above last year’s same season bumper 
output. This reflects an increase in plantings in response of high 
market prices for the commodity at planting period, coupled with 
generally favourable weather conditions during the season and 
adequate input supplies. 
 
Planting of 2012 summer/autumn paddy was completed in June, while 
that of the 10

th
 Month crop began in mid-June and will continue into 

mid-October. These two harvests (summer/autumn in 
September/October and the 10

th
 Month in December), make up the 

other half of the total paddy production. Rains throughout the country, 
have been so far, beneficial for planting and early planted crops.  
 
The 2012 rice paddy production is expected to continue the steady 
increasing trend of the past several years and the aggregate output is 
officially forecast at 42.5 million tonnes, marginally above last year’s 
record level.  
 
Production of maize in 2012 is expected to increase at 4.8 million 
tonnes, 3 percent over the previous year’s above-average output. 

Bumper 2011 paddy crop, despite severe flooding 
during the season  

In spite of localized flood damage to the 2011 summer/autumn paddy 
crop last October, the annual aggregate production in 2011 was 
estimated at a bumper level of 42.3 million tonnes (equivalent to 28 
million tonnes of milled rice), or 6 percent higher than the previous 
year’s harvest. The increase was due to rise in plantings, in response 
to attractive international prices, as well as higher average yield of the 
summer/autumn paddy in the Mekong Delta.  

High level of rice exports expected to continue in 
2012 

Viet Nam is the world’s second-largest rice exporter following 
Thailand. With the expectation of a record production in 2012, the 
2012 rice exports at seven million tonnes are forecast to rise slightly 
above 2011 high level. Cereal imports consist mostly of wheat and 
maize. The imports for 2012/13 marketing year (July/June) for both 

 
 

 
 

 
 



GIEWS global information and early warning system on food and agriculture 

 

commodities are forecast at 1.5 and 1.6 million tonnes, respectively. 
Cereal imports are forecast to be lower in 2012/13 possibly due to 
higher than usual imports of wheat in 2010/11 marketing year.  

Domestic price of rice decreased slightly in 
recent months after it reached a record level in 
November 2011 

Domestic prices for rice, the main staple food in the country, has been 
decreasing since December 2011, following better than expected 
harvest estimates of the 2011 10

th
 month and winter/spring crops, as 

well as the good prospects for the main 2012 summer/autumn crop. 
The July 2012 price of 25% broken rice in the Dong Thap market is 
about 30 percent below its peak level in November 2011 and 18 
percent lower than in July 2011. 
 
The consumer price inflation (a year-on-year increase) in June 2012 
was 12.2 percent, marginally down from the 12.5 percent level in May 
2012 (General Statistics Office of Viet Nam).   

 

 
 

 

 

 


