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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 COSTA RICA ÁND PANAMA: Some 3,000 people were sheltered due to weather conditions. 

 COLOMBIA AND ECUADOR: Floods in Putumayo. 16,200 families affected 

 PARAGUAY: During 2012, 57 deaths have been reported and 27,000 cases of dengue fever registered.  

        REDLAC Weekly Note on Emergencies 

Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email 
to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Year 5 – Volume 268     30 July, 2012

RAINS – FLOODS  

COSTA RICA: During the past week a bad 

weather system produced heavy rains, 

increasing the level of the rivers that Costa Rica 

shares with Panama - especially the Sixaola.  

Some 1,550 people were placed in 32 

emergency temporary shelters. The most 

affected provinces are Cartago and Limón, with 

more than 20 communities affected. Authorities 

declared a yellow alert in the area. 

Source: National Emergency Commission. 

 

 

Floods in Limón. Some 1,550 people are sheltered. More tan 20 
communities are affected. ©Luis Madrigal/Wikinoticias. 

 

 

 

PANAMÁ: The weather condition that affected 

Costa Rica has also generated intense rains and 

river flooding in the province of Bocas del Toro.  

There are approximately 1,400 people sheltered 

and 40 houses reported damaged. Water 

distribution has been suspended in Changuinola 

(the most affected community). Authorities work 

in search and rescue operations, as well as 

shelter attention.  Last week, a water sprout 

affected about 300 people in the province of Los 

Santos (Center South). About 60 houses were 

damaged, mainly their roofs. 

Source: Civil Protection National System. 

 

COLOMBIA: About 15,000 families were 

affected by floods in the department of 

Putumayo, caused by floods of rivers Guamuéz, 

Orito, Putumayo and Guineo; the region was 

declared public calamity.  Local authorities 

estimate that the magnitude of the emergency 

surpasses their response capacity. The National 

Unit for Disaster Risk Management was deployed 

to the area to coordinate needs assessments 

and to mobilize complementary response. UN 

system agencies and international organizations 

with presence in this zone are also collaborating 

with the authorities. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 
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ECUADOR: Floods of the Putumayo and San 

Miguel rivers, in the province of Sucumbíos, 

affected more than 1,200 families who live in the 

Ecuadorian-Colombian border.  More than 1,200 

houses are uninhabitable; and there are reports 

of losses in corn, rice, cocoa, plantain and yucca 

crops, as well as livestock and other barnyard 

animals. Authorities declared the Putumayo city 

in red alert. 

Source: National Secretariat of Risk Management  

 

EPIDEMIOLOGY 

PARAGUAY - DENGUE: During 2012, dengue 

fever caused 57 deaths and there are reports of 

27,000 confirmed cases in total. The disease 

continues to have a higher incidence in the Gran 

Asunción area, outside the capital. 

Source: Ministry of Health 

 

HONDURAS - DENGUE: According to health 

authorities, during 2012, some 3,280 cases of 

classic dengue fever were reported (100 more 

than this same time last year).  Authorities are 

spraying mosquito breeding sites. DHF cases 

have diminished in relation to 2011. 

Source: Government of Honduras vía Proceso Digital. 


