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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 GUATEMALA: About 3,470 people have been affected by floods – some 1,000 evacuated to shelters.  

 CUBA: About 5,875 people were evacuated as a preventative measure for rains in Sancti Spiritus.  

 BOLIVIA: Hail affected about 100 families in the Chuquisaca department.  
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RAINS & FLOODS 

GUATEMALA: About 3,470 people were affected 

by floods in the departments of Alta Verapaz and 

Peten. At least 690 houses were damaged and 

1,000 people sought refuge in four community 

and religious centers used as emergency 

shelters.  

Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction.  

 

Authorities provided food, water, cooking utensils, cleaning 
and personal hygiene kits, blankets and sheets to people 
affected by floods. ©CONRED. 

CUBA: About 5,850 people in the province of 

Sancti Spiritus, central Cuba, were forced to 

evacuate from torrential rains. These rains have 

increased reservoirs levels in the province to 

1,240 million cubic meters - close to the 

maximum capacity.  

Source: Granma. 

 

 

COLOMBIA: Strong winds in the past week 

caused injuries and black-outs and affected 

about 900 houses in departments in the Andean 

and Caribbean regions.  

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

COLD WEATHER 

BOLIVIA: About 100 families in the province of 

Tomina (Chuquisaca department) lost all of their 

crops after a hailstorm early last week. At least 

20 hectares have been destroyed.  

Source: Regional Authorities of Villa Alcala.  

 

WILD FIRES 

ECUADOR: Authorities decreased the orange 

alert to yellow in 6 of 9 provinces affected by 

wildfires (Carchi, Chimborazo, Cotopaxi, El Oro, 

Imbabura, Pichincha).  The orange alert remains 

active for the provinces of Azuay, Cañar and 

Loja. Forecasts are for rain in much of the 

country, which help to further decrease fires. In 

September there were 2,420 wildfires in the 

country. At least 7,490 hectares of forest and 

grassland were affected.   

Source: National Secretary for Risk Management  
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ECONOMIC GROWTH 

LAC: Economic growth in Latin America and the 

Caribbean will decrease in last part of the year 

to 3.2 per cent.  This is 0.5 per cent lower than 

the June forecasts and 1.1 per cent less than the 

same period in 2011 (4.2 per cent). A  weak 

global economy and difficulties facing Europe, 

U.S. and China has affected the region. Brazil 

and Argentina are the two countries in the 

region with the greatest economic slowdown; 

whose growth is below the regional average - 

1.6 per cent and 2 per cent respectively.  

Source: United Nations - Economic Commission for Latin 

America and the Caribbean 
 

ELECTIONS 

VENEZUELA: Hugo Chávez won elections on 

Sunday and remains president of Venezuela for 

a third consecutive period.  Chavez obtained 

54% of the votes, while his opponent, Henrique 

Capriles, obtained 45%.  Both candidates 

recognize the transparency of the electoral 

process. This election process is noteworthy in 

that it is the first time that the outcomes were 

so close and the historic turnout in voters 

(81%); in 2006 elections, Chavez won by 27 

points and voter turnout was 74%.   This time 

around, Chavez won in 20 states, while Capriles 

won in the three most populous states. Next 

elections in Venezuela are in 2019. 

Source: OCHA with data from AFP and AP 


