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HIGHLIGHTS:   
 ARGENTINA, PARAGUAY and URUGUAY: 8 dead and thousands affected by 150 km/h winds. 
 COLOMBIA: Strong winds affected 1,300 families in the Caribbean and Andean zones. 
 ECUADOR: 800 families affected and 17,485 hectares of forest were damaged by forest fires.  
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RAINS AND STORMS 
SOUTHERN CONE: On 18 September, intense 

rains and winds of up to 150 km/h affected three 

countries.  Experts consider this event an extra 

tropical cyclone (sureasta), most common in the 

area of Rio de la Plata. 
 

URUGUAY: The storm left 2 dead and forced 

460 people to evacuate.  About 140,000 people 

were without electricity as trees fell on electric 

cables and facilities.  The Montevideo port was 

closed for one day.  Many commercial flights 

were delayed or suspended. 
 

PARAGUAY: Five people died and about 5,100 

families were affected, mainly in the country’s 

central department and southern regions. 
 

ARGENTINA: One person died and 1,200 

houses were affected in the Misiones province, 

which was the most affected.  Other affected 

areas are on the coast of the La Plata River. 
Source: Redhum with information from governments in all 

three countries. 

 

 
High tides in Vicente López, Argentina. Three countries were 
affected by the storm that generated winds of up to 150 km/h. 
©La Nación/Fernando Gutiérrez. 
 

COLOMBIA: A storm with strong winds 

damaged homes of more than 1,300 families.  

Another 800 families have lost their homes. 

Eight departments were affected in the Andean 

and Caribbean regions. Authorities are 

monitoring the situation and have issued an 

orange alert. 
Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

FOREST FIRES 
ECUADOR: Since 1 June, 33,046 hectares of 

forest and grassland were burnt. The Pichincha 

province is most affected with 2,460 fires.  

About 150 hectares of crops were lost.  Five 

people have died and more than 70 were 

injured.  
Source: National Secretariat of Risk Management (SNGR). 
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Many national institutions are working to suppress wildfires. 
Between 1 June and 20 September some 17.485 hectares 
were burnt. ©SNGR. 
 

COLOMBIA: Between 1 June and 21 

September, 485 forest fires were registered in 

22 departments, including Bogotá. There are 

currently 8 active fires in the departments of 

Cauca, Tolima, Huila and Cundinamarca. The 

Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology issued a 

red alert for forest fires in some sectors in the 

Andean region, the Caribbean and Amazonas.  

There is also a red alert for low levels in the 

Magdalena River, mainly in the departments of 

Antioquia and Santander. 
Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 
GUATEMALA: The needs assessment and 

analysis undertaken during the month of 

September shows that some 142,250 people 

were affected by natural disasters - 93,745 of 

these were affected by the eruption of the Fuego 

volcano.  From the beginning of the month to 19 

September, authorities have attended more than 

50 disaster events at national level, most of 

them floods. 
Source: National Coordinator of Disaster Reduction. 

 

 

SEISMIC ACTIVITY 
COSTA RICA: Authorities estimate that the 

Nicoya earthquake (7.6 Richter scale on 

September 5th, 2012) caused 22.360 million 

colones (some US$43.7 million) in damages. 

Main damages are to public infrastructure such 

as roads, health and education centers in ten 

cantons of the Guanacaste, Puntarenas and 

Alajuela provinces. Authorities are considering 

declaring a state of emergency to expedite 

disposition of funds. 
Source: Government of Costa Rica vía La Nación newspaper.  


