
 

 

 

 

Situation Report #23 
Libya Arab Jamahiriya 

  

Waste piling up in the streets of Libya 

Overview  

 Fighting between pro-Qadhafi troops and opposition forces has escalated in north-west Libya, 
particularly in the areas around Ziltan, Khums, Brega and Misrata and parts of the Nafusa Mountains. 
Battle lines are constantly shifting: opposition forces have gained control over most of the western 
mountains and are reportedly advancing towards Tripoli.  

 Municipal services in many cities have collapsed because of unpaid salaries and fuel shortages. Waste 
is piling up in the streets, increasing the risk of communicable disease outbreaks at a time when the 
country's disease surveillance and response system is weak. 

 The Libyan Government and the interim Transitional National Council have asked the UN Secretary-
General for assistance in releasing frozen funds to purchase food and medical supplies for the whole 
of Libya. 

 Many health care facilities have been badly damaged due to the combined effects of on-the-ground 
fighting and collateral damage suffered during aerial bombing. This, together with the mass exodus of 
migrant health care workers, especially nurses, and acute shortages of medicines and supplies, has 
led to the collapse of the primary health care network. People are now seeking basic health care at 
secondary or tertiary level health care facilities, placing an additional burden on hospitals that are 
struggling to cope with the influx of severely-injured patients. An in-depth assessment of the impact 
of the crisis on the health sector, taking account of the above factors, is urgently needed.  



 

 Treating conflict-related injuries and life-threatening noncommunicable diseases remain the public 
health priorities. However, severe shortages of essential medicines and medical supplies are 
jeopardizing efforts to treat patients and reduce mortality and morbidity rates. 

 WHO is working with health partners and local health authorities to monitor the situation, strengthen 
field capacities and provide life-saving medicines and supplies, including trauma and surgical kits, 
medical equipment and vaccines. So far, the Organization has donated over US$ 1 million worth of 
supplies and equipment to Libya since March 2011.  

Missions and assessments  

 This week (16–23 July 2011), WHO is taking part in an interagency assessment mission to Tripoli to 
analyse the impact and side-effects of the sanctions on Libya's health care system and the health 
status of the population. The results of the assessment team's findings will be published shortly. 

 WHO participated in a four-day interagency assessment mission to Misrata, from 10 to 13 July 2011. 
The team assessed medical supplies, warehouses, and supply collection and distribution points, and 
drew up a plan to strengthen the medical distribution system through staff training, additional 
equipment and improved communications, backed up by a logistic support system. Among the many 
urgent, critical health needs in Misrata, the team stressed that vaccines for children were a particular 
concern.  

 A WHO mission also visited Ajdabiya in the last week of June to assess the situation there. Internally-
displaced persons (IDPs) are returning to the Ajdabiya region as the battle lines shift further west. 
However, the situation remains unstable, and people are still sustaining serious conflict-related 
injuries. Ajdabiya's main hospital is focusing on emergency interventions, including stabilizing 
critically-injured patients and referring them to Benghazi for specialized care. The hospital also offers 
primary health care services, but efforts are being made to relieve pressure by increasing primary 
health care services elsewhere. Two recently re-opened primary health care clinics are each receiving 
about 75 patients a day, and the local health authorities have been carrying out vaccination 
campaigns in outlying areas, using vaccines donated by the Central Medical Store in Benghazi. 

 WHO's assessment in Ajdabiya showed that health information was poor (patients' visits are not 
being properly registered/documented); the disease surveillance system needs to be strengthened; 
health care staff require additional training; and nurses, medical specialists, ambulances and 
orthopaedic equipment are in short supply. 

Health response 

Libya 

 100 000 doses of vaccine procured by WHO were delivered to the Ministry of Health at the 
Tunisian/Libyan border on 14 July 2011 for use in western Libya. The shortages in vaccines, including 
penta and DPT threaten to overturn high vaccination coverage achievements. Measles vaccines will 
run out in a month’s time.  

 WHO and its health partners are providing essential medicines and supplies to primary health care 
facilities and hospitals through the Ministry of Health's Medical Supply Organization. However, 
humanitarian supplies cannot replace national funding channels, which should be restored. WHO and 
humanitarian partners are advocating for the release of blocked funds to ensure that essential 
medicine and medical supplies can be procured for the whole of Libya. 

 The Medical Supply Organization in Benghazi is generating reports on medical stocks, using the 
logistics support system established by WHO. The reports contain detailed information on medical 



 

supplies, including those that are running low (i.e. due to run out in four months) or critically low (i.e. 
due to run out in one month). Stocks of several essential medicines are running critically low.  

 Equipment donated by WHO for the Food and Drug Control Laboratory arrived in Benghazi on 11 July 
2011. It will be used for the quality control of food and medicines.  

 WHO and its partners are gradually introducing a health information system to ensure the availability 
of up-to-date baseline data and health surveillance control mechanisms. The disease Early Warning 
and Alert and Response Network (EWARN) system that is being used on the border with Tunisia is 
also being implemented in accessible areas in Libya. WHO's team in Benghazi, including an EWARN 
expert, met with the head of community medicine and the Arab Medical University to discuss 
collaboration on disease surveillance. Three health facilities were assessed to determine their 
readiness to establish EWARN. 

 Two armed vehicles have arrived in Benghazi to support WHO's operations. The vehicles will facilitate 
WHO staff movements in the city and in the surrounding areas.  

Tunisian border  

 The number of refugees in the camps remains stable at about 5700 individuals residing in Ras 
Jdir/Choucha and Tatouine.  

 Preliminary analysis of health data gives an indication of the pressure on the Tunisian health system 
due to the influx of Libyan refugees and third country nationals. Data from hospitals in the southern 
regions of Tunisia indicate that Libyans are outnumbering third country nationals. Figure 1 shows the 
number of patients (Libyans and third country nationals) admitted to Djerba regional hospital.  

 

 

Figure 1. Number of patients admitted to Djerba regional hospital, 27 February to 30 June 2011 



 

 

 

Figure 2. Comparison of orders for pharmaceuticals and medical accessories made by the Tataouine 
regional hospital between 2010 and 2011 

 Preliminary analysis of data shows that orders of medicines and supplies placed by the Tataouine 
Regional Hospital's pharmacy have risen by 48% this year compared to the same period last year 
(Figure 2). While it is not possible to ascertain what percentage of this rise was due to the influx of 
Libyans, the conflict is clearly a significant contributing factor.  

 WHO and the Ministry of Health started a health promotion campaign on 13 July for the Tatouine 
province touching on relevant topics, such as reproductive health, sexual transmitted infections, food 
safety and child protection. The campaign includes radio commercials, radio talk shows and printed 
material; in addition to the training of volunteers, social workers, community leaders and teachers.   

Coordination 

 The WHO country office in Libya is coordinating health activities and acting as a liaison among UN 
agencies, international nongovernmental organizations and local and national health authorities. It 
holds regular coordination meetings in Benghazi. 

 On the Tunisian border coordination meetings are held every Wednesday in Tataouine and every 
Friday in Choucha. These cover issues such as: the reorganization of health care activities to meet 
evolving needs; the transfer of patients out of camps and into public health care structures; 
vaccination programmes for children and pregnant women, medical supplies; food distribution 
campaigns; scorpion control; and water, sanitation and hygiene in the camps of Choucha and 
Remada. 

 Health partners are drafting a contingency plan in anticipation of meeting further humanitarian needs 
as the situation evolves. The plan will be included in a multisectoral response plan. 

Funding situation  

 In the revised Flash Appeal launched on 18 May 2011, the Health and Nutrition cluster called for US$ 
25.1 million, of which WHO requested US$ 12.1 million to cover the operations in Libya and the 
neighbouring countries for the period March–August 2011. Operations remain underfunded.    



 

 Additional funding is urgently needed. The entire Flash Appeal and its revision were based on the 
assumption that the Ministry of Health would have the resources to provide essential medicines and 
consumables for the Libyan health system, while humanitarian partners would fill any gaps. If the 
Ministry of Health continues to have no access to its financial resources, health and nutrition cluster 
partners will need substantially larger funding amounts to close the humanitarian gaps and prevent a 
large-scale humanitarian health crisis.  

 

 

 

WHO takes this opportunity to remind donors of the need to ensure that any in-kind contributions 
comply with its medicine donation guidelines, available on WHO's web site 

(http://www.who.int/selection_medicines/emergencies/guidelines_medicine_donation). 
 

In-kind donations should be coordinated with Libya's Medical Supply Organization, please contact the 
WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean for more information.  

 

An updated list of the Ministry of Health’s prioritized needs has been posted on its web site 
(www.ministryofhealthlibya.org). 


