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KEY HIGHLIGHTS

HUMANITARIAN SITUATION OVERVIEW

• Vulnerable populations in Somalia, 
southeastern Ethiopia, and northern 
Kenya continue to face life-threatening 
acute food insecurity, following 
delayed and erratic seasonal rains 
across the Horn of Africa, according 
to the Famine Early Warning Systems 
Network (FEWS NET).

• Despite an unprecedented scale-up 
in donor contributions to address 
the humanitarian crisis and prevent 
Famine in Somalia, additional relief 
assistance is urgently needed. The 
late onset of seasonal rains, increased 
malnutrition levels, and the ongoing 
cholera outbreak -- all of which are 
compounded by humanitarian access 
constraints -- are immediate challenges 
to be addressed.

• Severe drought has dried up water 
resources in half of Kenya’s 47 
counties. An estimated 3 million 
people lack access to clean water. 
Hygiene promotion activities and 
the rehabilitation of water points, 
boreholes and water trucks are 

Ethiopia: Humanitarian requirements have increased with at least 2.2 million people 
needing food assistance, in addition to the 5.6 million relief food beneficiaries 
identified at the beginning of the year. A scaled-up response is critical in curbing 
the spread of an Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) outbreak within Somali and 
other at-risk regions. The region is the worst affected by the current outbreak of 
AWD, accounting for 91 per cent of the reported cases.

Kenya: More than 2.6 million Kenyans are severely food insecure and this number 
is rapidly rising. Many pastoralist households are experiencing crisis levels of acute 

urgently required, including in schools 
and health clinics. Poor sanitation 
and shortage of safe drinking water is 
leading to an increase of waterborne 
diseases, especially among children 
under age 5.

• 5.5 million people in South Sudan are 
severely food insecure. The onset of 
the rains has added a set of natural 
barriers, making it difficult to reach 
people in need of assistance. The 
total number of people in need of 
humanitarian and protection services 
is 7.5 million. 

• World Vision has received 37 percent 
of its desired funding of an appeal for 
$110 million USD. While this money 
has enabled a response to some of 
the most affected communities, the 
need is far much greater and urgent. 
The unmet sum of over $69 million 
USD is urgently needed to scale up 
humanitarian assistance in the four 
countries. Kenya remains the lowest 
funded at 0.04 percent.

*Famine:  'A catastrophic food shortage affecting large numbers of people due to climatic, environmental and socio-
economic reasons,' UN DHA, Glossary of Humanitarian Terms, 2008. 
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food insecurity (IPC Phase 3). During the lean season (July to September) many families will experience emergency 
acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 4), just one step away from famine. High levels of malnutrition are also prevalent across 
the arid and semi-arid lands. Three sub-counties report Global Acute Malnutrition rates of 30 per cent, double the 
emergency threshold. An estimated 553,000 children under age 5 and pregnant and lactating women will require Blanket 
Supplementary Feeding in five counties over the next six months.
Somalia: The humanitarian situation continues to deteriorate and the possibility of famine in 2017 persists. Acute 
malnutrition is on the rise across the country, increasing the risk of diseases. UNICEF projects that over 275,000 children 
face or will suffer life-threatening severe acute malnutrition in 2017. Major disease outbreaks such as AWD/cholera and 
measles are spreading.
South Sudan: South Sudan is the world’s fastest growing refugee crisis. Among those seeking safety in Uganda, Sudan, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the Central African Republic (CAR) are around one 
million children. According to the latest report from OCHA, 1.9 million people are internally displaced while 1.7 million 
South Sudanese refugees are living in foreign countries.  
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GAPS AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS (in millions US$)

2.7 million
people targeted for

 humanitarian assistance

>1.5 million
people reached with 

humanitarian assistance

Received Unmet requirements
41.1M 69.2M

110.3M

37% 63%

required for hunger crisis response

children reached with protection and education assistance

people reached with livelihood 
and direct food assistance

840,045

people reached with health
and nutrition services

271,095

people reached with water,
sanitation and hygiene

440,100

PEOPLE IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE

children reached with child 
protection and education 

interventions

38,710

people reached with shelter
and non food items

interventions

30,034

Ethiopia

Kenya

Somalia

South Sudan

7.7M
7.5M

2.7M

6.2M

RESPONSE HIGHLIGHTS

Kenya

Ethiopia

South Sudan

Somalia

16.6M

37M

35.6M

21.1M

15.7M

10M

14.4M

Required Received

0.7M



 WORLD VISION HUMANITARIAN DONORS AND PARTNERS

Christopher M. Hoffman
Regional Humanitarian and Emergency Affairs Director
Email: Christopher_Hoffman@wvi.org
Skype: chrishoffmandrm

Mark Nonkes
Response Communication Manager
Email: Mark_Nonkes@wvi.org                                        
Skype: marknonkes

Khary Dickerson
Regional Resource Development Director
Email: Khary_dickerson@wvi.org
Skype: mansa31

PRIMARY CONTACT INFORMATION


