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HIGHLIGHTS 

Fighting triggers new displacement in Maiwut,
Upper Nile

22,000 internally displaced people from Wau PoC
site returned to Wau town and other locations since
2018

Malaria cases increased as rainy season intensified
across South Sudan

High-level delegation led by the Humanitarian
Coordinator visits Yei to see Ebola preparedness
and response efforts

Ebola preparedness and response activities
heighten as a case is confirmed near the South
Sudan border

A man washing his hands on the mission to Yei to see the
activities underway to prepare for an Ebola outbreak in the
country. Hand hygiene is the most effective way to prevent
the spread of dangerous germs, like Ebola. Credit: UNMISS
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FEATURE 

Fighting triggers new displacement in Maiwut, Upper Nile

Fighting in Maiwut town and surrounding areas has forced people to flee their homes and triggered the relocation of
humanitarian workers, causing suspension of the delivery of much-needed humanitarian assistance.

From 31 July to 5 August, clashes were reported between the Cie-Wau clan and opposition forces. Civilians fled to
villages around Maiwut town, some of which were already flooded by heavy rains. At least 10 humanitarian workers
were relocated for safety reasons.
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Unconfirmed reports put the number of displaced people at 10,000. Humanitarians have said more than 25,000 people
could be affected if fighting carries on. Maiwut and surrounding areas host a significant population of refugee
returnees and people already displaced.

Looting of civilian properties and humanitarian compounds were reported. Local authorities are mediating with the
groups, and reassured civilians that they would be safe if they returned home. Humanitarians are advocating for
access to the area to allow delivery of assistance and safety for workers.

Wau Protection of Civilians site sex and age
disaggregated data

ANALYSIS 

22,000 internally displaced people from Wau PoC site
returned to Wau town and other locations since 2018

Since the beginning of 2018, a significant number of internally
displaced people have left Wau Protection of Civilians (PoC) site to
return to their homes due to relatively improved security in most
parts of Western Bahr el Ghazal.

On 27 July, IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix, with support from
other UN agencies and UNMISS, conducted a biometric
registration in Wau PoC site. The team reported that nearly 13,000
displaced people, out of around 35,000 people registered at the
site in 2018, currently live there.

The result confirmed that some 22,000 people left the PoC site to
Wau town and other locations, including Deim Zubeir and Raja,
since the beginning of 2018.

Humanitarian organizations plan to verify and register returnees who have gone back to their places of origin
and provide assistance, depending on needs and vulnerability. Health care, nutrition, water, sanitation and hygiene,
education and protection, which are already available in Wau town, are among the assistance that will be provided.

The community leaders at the site said the findings will improve the provision of balanced humanitarian assistance
and equitable use of resources to the IDPs and returnees in Wau County.

As of 25 July, the total number of civilians seeking safety in six PoC sites across the country was 182,026.

(6 days ago)

ANALYSIS 

Malaria cases increased as rainy season intensi�ed across South Sudan

As the rainy season intensified across the country, an increase of malaria cases continued, causing high illness and
death, especially among children.

In July, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported that malaria trends in at least 19 counties have exceeded the
threshold of cases recorded between 2013 to 2017.

(6 days ago)
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Counties most affected by malaria in 2019
Source: WHO, OCHA

According to the WHO latest disease surveillance update, malaria
accounted for nearly 68 per cent of all illnesses and 72 per cent of
deaths reported in health facilities across the country in the first
half of July. Most of these cases where children under the age of
five.

In Duk County of Jonglei, one of the counties reported, authorities
have said that they lack malaria drugs at the health facilities, and
people use herbal medicines instead.

In response to the increased malaria cases humanitarian
organizations are scaling-up prevention and response. This
includes the distribution of mosquito nets and replenishing
antimalarial drugs in health facilities across the country. However,
conflict, inadequate health workers, and poor road conditions –
due to heavy rains – severely impacts the availability of health
care. Supply chain issues in the delivery of malaria drugs remain a key challenge.

Humanitarian organizations are working to provide critical health services to 2.1 million people targeted in the 2019
Humanitarian Response Plan, but the health response faces a 78 per cent funding gap as of 31 July.

The Humanitarian Coordinator talks to people in
the communities on his high-level delegation
mission to Yei to see the activities underway to
prepare for, and respond to, a potential EVD
outbreak in South Sudan. Credit: UNMISS

FEATURE 

High-level delegation led by the Humanitarian Coordinator
visits Yei to see Ebola preparedness and response efforts

On 15 July, a high-level delegation visited Yei, an area at high risk
of the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD), to see the activities underway to
prepare for, and respond to, a potential EVD outbreak in the
country, and understand the challenges around these.

The delegation included the Government, the Humanitarian
Coordinator, ambassadors from donor countries, UN agencies and
representatives of international NGOs.

“Diseases such as Ebola don’t respect boundaries, race or religion
so all must ensure that they work together to prevent its cross-
border transmission into South Sudan,” said Alain Noudéhou, the
Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan.

“Although South Sudan has not confirmed any EVD case, implementation of effective public health measures is critical
to manage the risk posed by South Sudan’s complex humanitarian context, the history of previous outbreaks,
increasing global travel and proximity to DRC,” said Dr. Olushayo Olu, WHO Country Representative to South Sudan.

At a meeting with the State Governor in Yei, it was emphasized that community acceptance and ownership of
preventive measures to stop the virus from spreading into South Sudan were key. Informing at-risk communities about
Ebola and telling them what to do to protect themselves, and increasing public awareness by providing information
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through all communication channels, religious and community leaders were also emphasized. The delegation
commended the efforts of the different organizations, and the representatives of the donor community reaffirmed their
commitment to support the EVD preparedness efforts in the country.

Much progress has been made in preparedness for EVD in South Sudan. But insecurity, inadequate health facilities,
lack of experience in managing EVD, poor communication networks, poor road conditions and uncontrolled movement
of travelers across the border remain a challenge.

Operational interference has been a constant concern. In Yei in June there were significant operational interference by
security officials, affecting two UN EVD teams on mission.

A health worker screening a traveler to Yei town
for Ebola symptoms. Credit: IOM

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

Ebola preparedness and response activities heighten as a
case is con�rmed near the South Sudan border

On 3 July, the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) was confirmed in Ariwara
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), just 70 kilometres
away from the Kaya border town in South Sudan’s Yei area.

There are no confirmed cases in South Sudan, but the risk of EVD
spreading to the country remains high due to its proximity to the
DRC and the high number of people crossing the border between
the two countries. Since the outbreak was confirmed in DRC in
August 2018, more than 50 alerts have been reported in South
Sudan. They have all tested negative for EVD.

“I would like to reiterate and assure the South Sudanese people
and residents that there is no Ebola virus in South Sudan and that
you are safe going about your business as usual, or travel into or out of the country,” said Dr. Makur Matur, the Under-
Secretary in the Ministry of Health. “There is no reason to panic. However, vigilance should be maintained to prevent
Ebola importation,” he added.

Following the confirmation of the case in Ariwara, a Government-led joint team from Juba travelled to Yei and Kaya to
strengthen coordination and surveillance efforts in the high-risk areas of Yei and its border regions. These include the
Kaya and Nimule border posts, along the busy trading routes between Aliwara in the DRC and Arua Town, a major
trading hub in Uganda's West Nile Region.

Several preparedness activities have been implemented across South Sudan since the EVD outbreak was confirmed in 
the DRC. More than 30 screening sites at border points of entry have been established and more than 2.5 million
people have been screened as of 8 July. Four isolation units have been established. Some 2,793 frontline and health
workers have been vaccinated, and 112 health facilities supported with infection prevention and control (IPC), and
water, sanitation and hygiene supplies. In high risk locations, some 10,500 Personal Protective Equipment have been
pre-positioned. Training has been provided to 29 Rapid Response Teams, and 300 frontline and health workers have
been trained on basic IPC measures. About 1,200 key community influencers have been engaged, and six safe and
dignified burial teams trained.

The Government has promised to provide unhindered access to all locations where preparedness activities are taking
place, and will continue to work with humanitarian organizations to ensure preparedness efforts are fully implemented.
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For more information see:

https://www.unocha.org/south-sudan
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/south-sudan
https://reliefweb.int/country/ssd

About  Privacy policy  Copyright notice

South Sudan suffered an Ebola outbreak in 2004 when the World Health Organization reported 20 cases, including five
deaths in Yambio, bordering the DRC.

MEDIA 

View this video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PaemJosmpBA

We asked people who fled their homes because of the conflict in South Sudan to tell us about their lives. Watch this
video, and hear what they said.
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