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HIGHLIGHTS 

Artillery shelling occurred on most days, while there
was a significant decrease in airstrikes. OHCHR said
shelling injured at least 6 civilians in March, including
a child.

The Humanitarian Needs Assessment Programme
(HNAP) recorded 7,982 new displacements of people,
primarily due to the deterioration of the economic
situation.

COVID-19 cases increased for a second consecutive
month. In March, 5,386 new cases and 49 associated
deaths were recorded, compared to 4,147 cases that
were recorded in February.

As of March, 4.4% of the population have been fully
vaccinated against COVID-19, while 8.7% of the
population received one dose.

Floods affected 19 displacement sites and strong
winds affected 217 sites in March. Six sites received
heavy snowfall. Over 3,000 tents were damaged and
2,400 tents were destroyed.

Children in Deir-Hassan camp. 7 year-old Naseem (middle)
had her feet amputated after playing with an unexploded
ordnance five years ago. 2 April 2022. (Photo credit:
OCHA/Ali Haj Suleiman)

(20 Apr 2022)

KEY FIGURES

Population in north-west Syria People in need in north-west Syria

Food insecure people Internally displaced people (IDPs)

IDPs living in camps

4.4M 4.1M

3.1M 2.8M

1.7M

CONTACTS

Sanjana Quazi
Head of Office
quazi@un.org  
 
Madevi Sun-Suon
Public Information Officer
madevi.sun-suon@un.org  
 
Ezgi T utkal
Reporting Officer
ezgi.tutkal@un.org  
 

BACKGROUND  

Disclaimer

(12 Apr 2022)

mailto:quazi@un.org
mailto:madevi.sun-suon@un.org
mailto:ezgi.tutkal@un.org


NORTH-WEST SYRIA
Situation Report
Last updated: 20 Apr 2022

Page 2 of 6
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/syria/ 

Downloaded: 20 Apr 2022 

OCHA Turkey prepares this report with the support of Cluster Coordinators and the Humanitarian Field Officers (HFO).
The data/information collected come from both sources.

Food prices went up across Idleb and northern
Aleppo in March. (Source: FSL, ERL and CWG
clusters and HFO)

TRENDS  

Food insecurity

According to the 2022 Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO), over 75
per cent of the population are food insecure in north-west Syria (3.1
million out of 4.4 million people). An additional 1 million people are
deemed at risk of food insecurity.

T he rapid depreciat ion of the T urkish lira has impacted the
prices of basic commodit ies, especially food items,
part icularly in the last  quarter of the year.

One fifth of displaced people in northern Aleppo and about 28 per
cent in Idleb lived critically below the Survival Minimum Expenditure
Basket (SMEB) of essential food and non-food items,according to a
study by the Humanitarian Needs Assessment Programme. The
figures were higher for those living in displacement sites. The cost of
the Basket increased from $129 in September to $144 in February.
The food component alone of the Basket was $105 in February,
which is unaffordable for the majority of households across the
north-west.

Food prices went up across Idleb and northern Aleppo in March: one
litre of cooking oil cost about 45 per cent higher at the end of the
month and lamb meat and chicken prices went up by 25 - 45 per
cent. Most of the electricity in the region is sourced from Turkey. Fuel
prices have been steadily increasing and electricity prices have
already gone up by 125 per cent since January.

The rising prices impact local production costs of basic commodities,
along with services and agricultural products. Already hit by the
COVID-19 pandemic and economic deterioration, small businesses
may close due to high inflation, further weakening economic recovery,
adding to high existing unemployment and increasing poverty.

Due to high costs of agricultural inputs and irrigation, shrinking arable
lands and drought conditions, wheat harvest from the last agricultural
season was low. Northern Syria now depends on imports from Turkey
for wheat and flour. The latter’s price for one ton went up from $390
to about $450 in early March and bread prices are fluctuating. In
January, 5 TRY could buy about 775g of bread in Idleb, while the
same amount could only buy 625g at the end of the month. Some 55
per cent of the population in north-west Syria cannot meet their daily

(20 Apr 2022)

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hno_2022_final_version_210222-2.pdf
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needs of bread.

Inflat ion is impact ing cross-border humanitarian response to the north-west .

Cash vouchers no longer have the same purchasing power as originally intended as value assessments are becoming
outdated. Support to bakeries is affected as projected budgets still reflect earlier wheat prices. This can result in
suspension of subsidies by different actors, which can lead to unrest in the population. In addition, in-kind food baskets,
which constitute the majority of food assistance, will be affected by disruptions in supply chains. There has been a wave of
demonstrations due to high bread prices.

FEATURE  

43 year-old Muhammad and his family of five have been
displaced more than once.

He lives in Dana city and works as a labourer in constructions,
earning 55 TRY per day. He was able to look after his family with this
wage, but the inflation in March has rendered food increasingly
unaffordable.

Muhammad fears that he will have to ask his 14 year-old son to drop
out of school and work so that his family can eat.

(12 Apr 2022)

A school reopened in Qminas, Idleb with the
support of its principal and volunteer teachers. 4
April 2022. (Photo credit: OCHA/Anwar
Abdullatief)

TRENDS  

Education

A generat ion of children is losing any access to educat ion
before reaching adulthood.

Over 800,000 children remain out of school in north-west Syria,
marking an increase of almost 40 per cent compared with the figure
in 2019. According to the 2022 HNO, children living in displacement
sites are one of the most affected population groups in terms of
accessing education. They are less likely to attend any form of
learning compared to children living outside of camps.

Almost half of the population in displacement sites in the north-west
are children. However, out of 1,322 sites across the region, 851 sites
have no dedicated learning spaces. 569 of these sites host at least
100 school-aged children, putting the education of about 225,000
children at risk.

More than three quarters of displaced people cite education as a priority but families across the region are unable to send
their children to school because of the costs. The distance to school is another important barrier. More than 35,000 children
need to travel at least three kilometres to reach any school.

(20 Apr 2022)



NORTH-WEST SYRIA
Situation Report
Last updated: 20 Apr 2022

Page 4 of 6
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/syria/ 

Downloaded: 20 Apr 2022 

Even for children with access to education services, many challenges still persist. This include learning in unsuitable
environments, lacking sufficient teaching or learning supplies and overcrowding classrooms. One in three teachers are
unpaid in the north-west, which leads to occasional teacher strikes. The last strike occurred in the beginning of 2022,
forcing more than 40,000 students temporarily out of school. Overcrowding of learning spaces is a common issue nation-
wide, but most pronounced in Idleb where there is only one operational classroom available for 178 students on average,
according to HNO findings. This has forced schools to operate in triple and quadruple shifts to address the problem.
Additionally, learning spaces are not sufficiently prepared for winter conditions, further disrupting learning.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Integrated Education IDP Plan

Ensuring that  all children have access to quality educat ion requires an intersectoral and sustainable
approach.

In 2022, the Inter-Cluster Coordination Group (ICCG) has been preparing an Integrated Education IDP Plan with a
multisectoral lens. This new plan complements the larger education response plan under 2022 Humanitarian Response Plan
(HRP), in alignment with the Dignified Shelter Plan. It targets 105,000 children and aims to:

Establish safe learning spaces with adequate Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) services

Facilitate non-formal education (NFE) and technical and vocational education and training (TVET) for children and
youth

Recruit and train educational personnel

Addressing economic barriers, provision of school supplies and cash and/or voucher assistance are included in the plans,
which will require about $18 million in total.

(20 Apr 2022)

FEATURE  

Overcoming education barriers: a school principal’s perspective

Mufeeda is on a mission to educate children in north-west Syria. Following the eruption of the conflict in her country, she set
aside her computer engineering degree and embarked on a new role as an educator.

In 2015, she became a math and computer science teacher at the Alwahda al Arabia primary school in Idleb. Now, at 28
years old, Mufeeda is the principal of the same school, overseeing all aspects of its operations and daily activities for over
500 children aged between 6 to 10 years old.

More than 800,000 children are out of school in north-west Syria. For those with access to education, the path of learning is
often marked by uncertainty against a backdrop of frequent hostilities.

“The main challenge is the security in the area. The children are in fear when walking to and from school, and in some
cases, their parents have gone missing,” tells Mufeeda. Shortages of education materials, late enrollment and dropout rates
are also among key issues, she adds.

(14 Apr 2022)

https://sheltercluster.s3.eu-central-1.amazonaws.com/public/docs/Action%20Plan%20for%20Dignified%20Shelter%20%26%20Living%20Conditions%20in%20NW%20Syria_2.pdf?VersionId=e7SmnupYgldo05KVVrM43eXhr1TfdKEd


NORTH-WEST SYRIA
Situation Report
Last updated: 20 Apr 2022

Page 5 of 6
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/syria/ 

Downloaded: 20 Apr 2022 

Top photo: Children raising hands in class at
the Alwahda al Arabia primary school which
enrolls more than 500 students in Idleb. Bottom
photo: School principal Mufeeda (left) in a
meeting with teachers. (Photos credit: Hurras
Network)

The challenges however extend beyond the learning experiences of
students. All 25 teachers in the school are women, many of whom
are juggling their teaching and motherhood duties.

“Teachers used to bring their newborns or young children to classes,
which are already overcrowded, and this has disrupted lessons,” says
Mufeeda. To address this issue, she initiated an in-school nursery
where the children of teachers are supervised by a trusted caregiver
separated from the classrooms. Under her leadership, the school also
recently passed an official one-month maternity leave for teachers
who have given birth.

The UN and humanitarian partners, through the work of the Syria
Cross Border Education Cluster, have supported primary schools in
north-west Syria with teacher subsidies and provision of learning
resources. But Mufeeda thinks more is needed to support the well-
being of children and livelihoods of teachers, including through
provision of stipends.

“For seven years, I did not give up,” she shares. “I have refused job
opportunities in computer science and engineering even though they
come with more benefits. But I have turned them all down because of
my students. They are the hope for our future.”

FEATURE  

More than a year ago, Basem was forced to take his son,
Rashid, out of the third grade to work.

Basem’s daily wage of 40 TRY was not enough to meet his family’s
needs. Rashid came back home every day exhausted from work,
hoping to return to school one day.

When an NGO started a cash-for-work program in the Atma camps,
Basem got an opportunity to earn more income. Rashid was able to
return to school shortly after his father started this work.

(20 Apr 2022)
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/stima
https://www.unocha.org/turkey
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