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HIGHLIGHTS 

Fighting continues between Federal forces and the
Tigray People's Liberation Front, and affiliated militias
on both sides, according to the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights.

The conflict has driven a dire shortage of vital
supplies, including food, water, fuel and cash,
seriously affecting people in the whole region,
including hundreds of aid workers.

The lack of medical supplies is hampering healthcare
workers’ ability to support people and disrupting
critical services, including for women who are
pregnant or giving birth.

The situation is also dire for people fleeing the conflict
towards Afar. Food prices doubled or tripled in most
areas and women are now forced to travel up to 25
km to fetch water.

The UN is engaging at the highest levels w/ the
Government to work out operational details, including
security, to guarantee acess for humanitarian workers
& supplies into Tigray.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations
used on this map do not imply official endorsement or
acceptance by the United Nations. © OCHA
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Dire shortages of vital supplies, including food, water, fuel and cash are seriously affecting people in the whole Tigray
Region, including hundreds of aid workers based in the area. In multiple parts of Tigray, people have gone more than a
month without electricity, running water, acess to cash and telecommunication services.

The lack of essential medical supplies is reportedly hampering healthcare workers’ ability to support the population and
disrupting critical services, including for women who are pregnant or giving birth, according to aid workers in Tigray. There
are unverified reports that several women have died during childbirth in Mekelle as a result of the lack of medical support.
ICRC Director-General Robert Mardini tweeted on 9 December that Ayder, the main hospital in Tigray’s capital Mekelle is
paralyzed as doctors and nurses had to suspend intensive care services and are struggling to do routine care like delivering
babies or providing dialysis treatment. Mardini also told reporters that a joint ICRC-Ethiopian Red Cross convoy with supplies
for hundreds of wounded people is ready to go to Mekelle, pending approval.

Humanitarians are increasingly concerned for their safety and wellbeing of the 96,000 refugees that live in Tigray. The lack
of access and communication shut down, aid workers have not been able to verify the current conditions in the camps.
Food stocks for refugees have run out by now and other services such as water and health will be heavily affected if staff
cannot access the camps, and fuel and cash is not available. Without replenishing of supplies, vital services in the camps
will stop. In addition, UNHCR and partners received reports of refugees moving out of the camps in search of assistance
and safety in different towns, including in Mekelle, Shire, and Addis.

The situation is also dire for people fleeing the conflict towards Afar. Preliminary findings from an inter-agency mission
conducted between 2 and 8 december in Afar areas bordering Tigray indicates that thousands of people displaced by the
conflict need immediate assistance. Water, sanitation and hygiene services, as well as medical supplies and attention, are
among the immediate priorities of people newly displaced or affected by the conflict. Power and fuel shortages have forced
health facilities to close, leaving people, particurlaly pregnant women, without any services closer than 400 km away. In
addition, telecommunications remain down in the areas neighbouring Tigray, posing obstacles to any person to call
ambulances or other emergency services. Food prices in the market have more than doubled or tripled in most areas. In
some places, including in Abaala and Galaiso, women are now forced to travel up to 25 km to fetch water, exposing
themselves to highetened risks of gender and sexual violence.

The conflict continue to force people from their homes. Nearly 63,600 people have now been recorded as internally
displaced, including some who fled towards Afar and Amhara, according to humanitarians on the ground. This information is,
however, preliminary and numbers are expected to change if access to the region is allowed and further information
becomes available.

Across Tigray, fighting continues between Federal forces and the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF), and affiliated
militias on both sides, according to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). The UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, said, on 9 December, that OHCHR has corroborated information of
gross human rights violations and abuses and serious violations of international humanitarian law, including indiscriminate
attacks that have resulted in civilian casualties and destruction of civilian infrastructure, looting, abductions and sexual
violence against women and girls, as well as reports of forced recruitment of Tigrayan youth to fight against their own
communities. There are also reports of aid workers killed during the conflict in Tigray.

Meanwhile, the UN and humanitarians continue to urgently call on all parties to the conflict to allow unconditional, unfettered
and safe humanitarian access to the whole region. The efforts to guarantee access to the region have been further delayed
after the spokesperson for the Federal Government of Ethiopia confirmation that a UN team was “shot at and detained”
while in the vicinity of Shimelba refugee camp in Tigray region. The team was carrying out a road and security assessment
in the area, as part of our preparations to scale up the humanitarian response in Tigray and send in humanitarian convoys
with personnel and supplies.

https://twitter.com/RMardiniICRC/status/1336596015428857858?s=20
https://apnews.com/article/international-news-coronavirus-pandemic-ethiopia-massacres-united-nations-e6f32b038f6d6a27b6a3be59a9d3343f?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AP%20Morning%20Wire&utm_term=Morning%20Wire%20Subscribers
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26583&LangID=E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zn5YLwYthvs
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Ethiopian refugees fleeing the confluct in the
country's northern Tigray Region cross the
border into Hamdayet, Sudan. Photo: UNHCR /
Hazim Elhag

ANALYSIS  

CROSS-BORDER IMPACT

Humanitarian actors in Ethiopia and across the border in Djibouti,
Eritrea and Sudan remain concerned over the humanitarian situation in
Tigray, that is currently affecting operations in neighbouring countries.

SUDAN

The number of refugees who have arrived into Sudan has passed the
50,000 mark, with around 5,000 people crossing the border since 1
December, according to UNHCR. At least 45 per cent of the refugees
are children, 43 per cent are women and 4 per cent are elderly people.
A small number of Eritrean refugees have also arrived from the Tigray
Region in recent days, reportedly fleeing the impact of the conflict in
refugee camps in Ethiopia.

Amongst the vulnerable groups, UNHCR informed that the new arrivals
include hundreds of unaccompanied children, who face high risks of exploitation and human trafficking. Family tracing
services have been established and are reuniting many separated refugees. Safe spaces for refugees to raise protection
concerns were also created, and the cases are later referred to specialized services.

The response, however, continue to be hampered by complex logistical and operational challenges, with urgent need for
scaling up food, nutrition, water, sanitation and health services in all places hosting refugees. Out of nearly 50,000 refugees
who have arrived in Kassala, Gedaref and Blue Nile states, UNHCR has managed to relocate only 13,800 to Um Rakuba site,
70 km further from the border inside Sudan. Humanitarians reported that thousands of people have remained close to the
border in the hope of being able to cross back to Tigray for the harvest or to recover some of their assets or belongings.
Many refugees also reported that they wanted to stay close to the border to wait for family members or relatives that are
still in Tigray.

Basic services in Um Raquba site are limited, and IOM have started the construction of a water supply system to replace
the costly water trucking in the area. COVID-19 prevention measures have been instituted at the entry points for new
arrivals, although health authorities warn of fear of increased transmissions of water-borne and vector-borne diseases, as
people travel and live in crowded conditions in the camps.

The UN and partners launched the Inter-Agency Refugee Emergency Response Plan - Refugee Influx from Ethiopia, seeking
US$147 million to assist refugees between November and June 2021.

(14 Dec 2020)

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

HUMANITARIAN PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

Humanitarians in Ethiopia continue to mobilize resources and personnel, and prepare to scale up the assistance in Tigray as
soon as humanitarian access is reestablished.

Despite the immense challenges, humanitarians who remain in Tigray are striving to deliver assistance. In Shire, UNHCR and
partners reached more than 5,000 internally displaced people with water, high energy biscuits, clothes, mattresses, sleeping
mats and blankets, from pre-existing stocks in the area.

(14 Dec 2020)

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/82978
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/inter-agency-refugee-emergency-response-plan-sudan-refugee-influx-ethiopia-24-november
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2020/12/5fc9f7b14/unhcr-poised-resume-aid-delivery-displaced-tigray.html
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Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is coordinating a private resource response to displaced people along the Amhara-Tigray
border, in partnership with the Catholic Diocese partners in the areas. The partners have distributed food and non-food
items, including temporary shelter materials, blankets, mats, cooking items, hygiene kits and female dignity kits for about
2,000 people. An additional 377 people received two-month food ration.

On the Federal Government response, the National Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC), has reportedly started
to dispatch 44 trucks of emergency food assistance for people displaced in western and northern Tigrai areas. The food
was mobilized from Woreta and Kombolcha main warehouses. The Government also received a donation from the United
Arab Emirates, who sent a cargo flight to Addis Ababa, carrying emergency health supplies.

COORDINATION  

REGULAR MEETINGS

The United Nations and partners continue to engage at the highest levels with the Federal Government of Ethiopia to work
out operational details, including security conditions, to guarantee acess for humanitarian workers and supplies to respond
to the needs of people affected by the conflict in Tigray.

The Federal Government’s National Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC) established four Incident Command
Posts in north-west Ethiopia, including three in western Tigray and one in Gondar Town, Ahmara Region, to coordinate
humanitarian response to people affected by the conflict. 

The Emergency Coordination Centres in Tigray, Amhara and Afar also conduct regular coordination meetings with
humanitarian partners and regional bureau technical teams. OCHA and humanitarian partners have pre-deployed personnel to
key locations in Afar and Amhara to support coordination, as well as possible assessment and response missions in Tigray.

UNHCR and partners in Shire continue to coordinate protection delivery to the refugees, despite challenges to access the
camps and sustain the operational capacity on the ground.

(14 Dec 2020)

TRENDS  

FUNDING UPDATE

The Humanitarian Preparedness Plan, which seeks US$96.9 million to respond to the most immediate needs of nearly 2
million people in Tigray, Amhara and Afar is only 39 per cent funded.

IOM launched, on 27 November, a flash appeal of $22 million to contribute to collective preparedness efforts ahead of the
humanitarian response to the conflict in Tigray.  

Switzerland’s Federal Department of Foreign Affairs allocated CHF 2 million (about $2.2 million) to support humanitarian
operations in the Tigray, while calling for strict compliance with international humanitarian law, rapid and unimpeded access
for humanitarian aid, de-escalation of violence and return to dialogue. 

Irish Aid has announced €2.4 million to support the humanitarian response to the Tigray crisis, both in Ethiopia and Sudan.
According to the statement: €1.4 million within Tigray Region will support the work of organisations including Concern,
GOAL, Trócaire and Save the Children; €500,000 will go to the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, to support the refugee response
in Eastern Sudan; and Irish Aid is working with its NGO and UN partners on the transfer of vitally needed emergency relief
supplies to a value of almost €500,000.

(14 Dec 2020)

https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/iom-flash-appeal-nothern-ethiopia-crisis-november-2020-january-2021-i-published-27
https://www.admin.ch/gov/en/start/documentation/media-releases.msg-id-81395.html
https://www.dfa.ie/news-and-media/press-releases/press-release-archive/2020/december/minister-coveney-announces-24-million-irish-aid-response-to-ethiopia-humanitarian-crisis.php
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.

https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/country/eth
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Preparedness Pland for the Tigray response

 

OCHA’s managed Ethiopia Humanitarian Fund has allocated $12
million from its emergency reserve envelope to allow identified UN
and NGO partners to scale up their operations to respond to the most
immediate needs of hundreds of thousands of people impacted by
the conflict in Tigray.
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