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HIGHLIGHTS 

Dozens of civilians reportedly killed in southern Tigray
due to airstrikes during the reporting week, the most
intense attacks and highest casualties reported since
October.

All humanitarian convoys to Tigray Region, via the
Afar-Abala-Mekelle corridor, remain suspended since
14 December due to ongoing clashes and insecurity in
Abala.

More than 2.2 million people received food assistance
in Amhara since 21 October, including more than
193,000 people reached by UN and NGO partners
between 20-26 December.

About 27,000 children, including more than 14,000
girls, reached with formal and non-formal learning
opportunities in Tigray during the reporting period.

Twenty-five mobile health and nutrition clinics
continue to provide critical and life-saving health care
and nutrition interventions in Afar.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations
used on this map do not imply official endorsement or
acceptance by the United Nations. © OCHA
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BACKGROUND  

Disclaimer

OCHA Ethiopia prepares this report with the support of Cluster Coordinators. The data/information collected covers the
period from 14-20 December. In some cases, access and communication constraints mean that updates for the period
are delayed and cannot be reflected. The next issue of the sitrep will be published on 30 December
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VISUAL 

Results from the Northern Ethiopia Response Plan (since 1 May)
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BACKGROUND  

Situation Overview

The situation in northern Ethiopia remains tense and unpredictable. Ongoing fighting reported in several locations in Tigray,
Amhara and Afar regions. Bureaucratic impediments and insecurity continue to impede humanitarian access, presence, and
operations across the northern Ethiopia. In Amhara, humanitarian activities were significantly impacted in areas bordering
Tigray, including North Gondar, Wag Hamra, North and South Wello, and North Shewa zones due to ongoing fighting.
However, as access improved in South Wello Zone this week, partners resumed operations there. To date, 193 woredas  in
Amhara are accessible, 21 are partially accessible and six woredas  are still not accessible. Access in Southern Zone of
Tigray remains suspended due to deteriorated security situation. In addition, the extreme northern parts along the Eritrean
border and the Western Zone continue to be inaccessible for partners due to armed presence. Movement of people and
returns of internally displaced persons (IDPs) to their place of origin continued during the reporting period in different parts
of northern Ethiopia.

Between 19 and 24 December, airstrikes on Tigray reportedly lead to mass civilian causalities, including dozens of people
reportedly killed, making this the most intense series of air attacks and casualties reported since October. Most attacks and
casualties reported in Alamata, Korem, Maychew, Mekoni, and Milazat towns in southern Tigray. Due to limited access and
insecurity in the area, humanitarian partners could not verify the exact number of casualties yet. On 22 December, airstrike
attacks reported against the main electric power control substation in northern Mekelle. One fire fighter was killed, and one
main controller transformer was destroyed which caused electricity interruption.

While the security situation in most parts of the Afar Region is reported to be calm, ongoing fighting and shelling were
reported in Abala and Telalak Woredas during the reporting week. In Abala, the fighting reportedly led to the displacement of
few thousand people to Berahale Town and to Erebti Woreda within the region. Access to the area has not been possible
due to insecurity and therefore the needs and the number of displaced people is yet to be assessed and verified. According
to the regional authorities, the newly displaced are using a school as an informal collective site and are in urgent need of
critical assistance.

In a related development stemming from ongoing violence in Abala, the regional authorities in Afar evacuated about 4,000
Tigrayan IDPs sheltering in five Kebeles in Abala to two government buildings in Semera Town, stating it was for their own
safety due to fighting in Abala and surrounding areas. Most of the IDPs are women and children, who are now living in dire

(30 Dec 2021)
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situation and are in need urgent humanitarian assistance. The fighting in multiple locations in Afar Region in October and
November alone has reportedly displaced few hundred thousand people, the majority of whom are women, children, and
elderly. Out of these, nearly 8,000 households are sheltered in Gawis, Hamad Dassa, Adali, and Aware IDP sites in Telalak
Woreda and in five Kebeles in Dewe Woreda, all in Zone 5. The remaining IDPs are staying with the host community in
Telalak and Dewe towns. An assessment conducted between 15 and 17 December to the above-mentioned IDP sites and to
Telalak and Dewe towns noted that no adequate support is in place for the displaced people. Initial priority needs are food,
water, emergency shelter, non-food items, primary health care services, nutrition, protection, livelihood opportunities and
reunification with missing family members.

The fighting in Abala has also impacted the humanitarian operations in Tigray whereby all humanitarian convoys, via the
Semera-Abala-Mekelle corridor remain suspended, the only route available for the transport of humanitarian supplies into
Tigray. Consequently, no trucks with humanitarian aid cargo entered Tigray since 14 December. Five of the 20-truck convoy
carrying food and nutrition supplies destined to Tigray and waiting in Abala Town since 12 December, have been offloaded
by Afar regional authorities and distributed to the community without permission from the partner agency owning the
supplies. Meanwhile, 69 trucks out of the 74 trucks in the dry port in Semera have received clearance to proceed to Mekelle
and are ready to move once the security situation permits. Overall, 1,338 trucks have entered the region since 12 July, which
represents less than 12 per cent of the required supplies required to meet the scale of humanitarian needs.

According to Afar Regional Education Bureau-led multi-agency assessment report conducted between 13 and 20 December,
more than 150,000 school children, of whom 45 per cent are girls, and more than 4,000 teachers from about 760 schools in
21 woredas, were affected since the spillover of the conflict into Afar few months ago. More than 200 schools are reported
to be damaged in the region, including 65 schools completely damaged. Currently, 322 schools in zones 1,2,4 and 5 in Afar
are closed forcing more than 57, 000 children, including 26,000 girls, out of school.

Meanwhile, regional authorities in Amhara reported that few hundred thousand of IDPs in the region have returned to their
places of origin in the last few weeks in South Wello and North Shewa zones as the security situation has improved.
Authorities facilitated the transportation for some IDPs to return, while others returned using their personal means. It is also
reported that most returnees are staying with relatives and friends and thousands are living in damaged shelters in areas
where intensive fighting happened. Humanitarian partners were not engaged in the return process, except for assisting a
small number of IDPs, and therefore could not verify the voluntary character of the return. Verification of the exact number
of people returned is ongoing. Led by regional authorities, coordinated efforts are ongoing to return IDPs sheltering in Debre
Birhan, Mekane Selam, Bahir Dar, Ebinat and other seven locations. Meanwhile, authorities in Amhara also reported a
noticeable increase of new arrivals in Debre Birhan, most of whom are displaced due to ongoing fighting in West Shewa
Zone and other nearby locations.

In Tigray, the humanitarian situation remains dire with more than 5.2 million people or 90 per cent of the population in need
of humanitarian assistance. Due to lack of supplies, including medications, fuel, and cash for the humanitarian
organizations, only a fraction of the people in need are receiving assistance. The situation is expected to deteriorate further
if no additional supplies enter the region immediately. The old caseload of IDPs in Shire, for instance, have not received
food aid for the last six months. A partner agency halted its mobile health services in Shire from 28 sites to only six due to
lack of essential drugs. Most partners have reduced water trucking operations due to lack of fuel and cash while the
number of water and sanitation partners reduced from 46 few months ago to only 12 during the reporting period.

According to the latest emergency site assessment conducted in August, there were an estimated 1.8 million IDPs across
Tigray. However, due to improved access, the harvest season and the reopening of schools, returns have increased in the
region and this figure has most likely gone down. Due to lack of telecommunications in Tigray, it remains difficult to obtain
exact figures on IDPs and returnees.
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VISUAL 

Humanitarian Access in northern Ethiopia

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance
by the United Nations. © OCHA
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VISUAL 

Tigray Humanitarian Operational Capacity

(30 Dec 2021)
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Humanitarian Preparedness and Response

The preparedness and response operations in Northern Ethiopia continue to be significantly constrained by several factors,
including the inability to bring sufficient supplies, fuel, and cash to Tigray as well as the rapid increase of the number of
people in need, including displaced people and returnees, and limited access to people in need in hard-to-reach areas in
Amhara and Afar regions as well as lack of funding.

In Tigray, UNHAS continues to operate two flights per week between Addis Ababa and Mekelle. A limited amount of
operational cash was transferred on UNHAS flights, but this remains way below the amount of cash needed to support
operations and programs and provide a meaningful response at the required scale. Humanitarian partners in Tigray
continued to only be able to deliver emergency assistance and critical services, including food, nutrition interventions,
primary health care, and supporting educational programs. During the reporting period, nearly 27,000 displaced and host
community children, including more than 14,000 girls, were reached with formal and non-formal learning opportunities.
Teaching and learning materials were distributed to more than 12,000 children across the region. In North-Western Zone,
nine additional alternative learning locations were identified to support more than 21,000 primary school children in locations
through temporary learning space where their schools are being used as temporary shelter for IDPs.

Screening activities for malnutrition in Tigray has improved during the reporting week as some fuel made available by the
regional authorities. Screening results revealed that the nutrition situation continues to be dire. More than 80,000 children
under five years were screened, compared to about 61,000 the previous week, of whom more than 20,000 children or 25 per
cent were identified with wasting compared to about 21 per cent of the caseload in the previous week. The number of
pregnant and lactating women screened also increased by about 21 per cent compared with the previous week and the
prevalence of malnutrition among them remains alarmingly high at about 65 per cent.

Due to fuel scarcity in Tigray, some partners have suspended food dispatch since 10 December. These partners were only
able to conduct small-scale distribution in a few areas where food stock was previously dispatched, and no distribution in
additional locations has taken place since 25 December. Consequently, during the week (16-22 December), only about 9,000
people were assisted with food distribution in Asgede, Endabaguna, and Korem towns in Tigray, including about 1,900 IDPs
who were displaced from Western Zone and received sorghum instead of wheat due to lack of stock. This is compared to
more than 138,000 people assisted a week earlier under the same round. Under the food distribution round, started in mid-
May, about 46,000 people assisted in Mekelle, including IDPs in Abaselama and Maywoini sites, to be relocated to Sabacare
4 IDP site, compared to more than 228,000 people a week earlier.

(30 Dec 2021)



ETHIOPIA - NORTHERN ETHIOPIA HUMANITARIAN UPDAT
Situation Report
Last updated: 30 Dec 2021

Page 8 of 20
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/ 

Downloaded: 30 Dec 2021 

As of 27 December, food partners have only around 17,000 litres of fuel available in Tigray but at least 120,000 liters of fuel
are needed to dispatch around 8,000 MT of food currently available in Mekelle. This does not consider fuel requirements for
day-to-day operations. Water trucking continues to be at reduced minimum capacity as well due to lack of fuel and cash,
with only about 57,000 people in Tigray receiving water during the week and about 72,000 people accessed safe drinking
water through the maintenance and rehabilitation of water sources and schemes.

In Amhara, partners continue to scale-up their response as more areas are becoming accessible, including in previously
hard-to-reach areas. Insecurity and displacement remain the main challenges contributing to the delay of distribution of
commodities in Amhara. UN and NGO food partners reached more than 193,000 people with food assistance between 20-26
December, bringing the total number of people reached with food assistance under the current food distribution to more than
2.2 million people since 21 October. Reports on Government distribution in Amhara have not received this week so additional
people received food from the government are not accounted above. In addition, some 24,000 children benefited from school
feeding in Dabat and Lay Gayint woredas. More than 120 metric tons of Irish potato seeds were distributed to support o
farmers and agricultural productivity. About 28,000 people, of whom are 51 per cent women and girls, were reached with
emergency shelter and NFIs during the reporting period.

Partners also continued to support the education system and re-opening of schools in Amhara. The re-opening of more than
970 primary schools was supported as well as more than 50 secondary schools in South Wollo Zone alone. Scholastic
materials and education supplies were distributed in the region, including 17,000 exercise books, 45,000 pen and 45,000
pencil benefited 7,500 students.

Nutrition interventions and health services were carried out during the week in Amhara with more than 41,000 children under
five years and about 10,000 pregnant and lactating women (PLW) screened for malnutrition. More than 27,000 children and
more than 5,500 PLW were reached with therapeutic nutrition in Dessie Town. Emergency nutrition supplies were dispatched
from Addis Ababa to Oromo Special Zone, South Wollo Zone, Kombolcha and Dessie towns. Thirty mobile health and
nutrition clinics continue to operate in Amhara and provide primary health care and nutrition services. More than 26,000
children under five and more than 71,000 adults received free essential health services during the reporting period. More
than 1,500 HIV patients, who had discontinued their medications due to lack of access to health care during the active
conflict, restarted treatments.

In Afar, due to lack of connectivity, food distribution reports are not available this week. As of 19 December, more than
190,000 people had been reached since 21 October. Approximately 534,000 people in zone 1, zone 2 and zone 4 are planned
to receive food assistance in the region under the current distribution round. Twenty-five mobile health and nutrition clinics
continue to provide critical and life-saving health care and nutrition interventions across the region, including in hard-to-reach
and remote areas.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Funding Update

The cumulative funding gap for both the Mid-Year Review of the Humanitarian Response Plan and the revised Northern
Ethiopia Response Plan stands at more than US$1.2 billion. An estimated $614.1 million has been mobilized towards the
Northern Ethiopia Response Plan, and $655.6 million for response towards the Mid-Year Review Humanitarian Response
Plan. However, this is far from sufficient to cover the increasing humanitarian needs.

Since the beginning of the year, US$ 93.2 million has been received in firm contributions to the Ethiopia Humanitarian Fund
(EHF) from 14 donors. So far, in 2021, $67.1 million has been allocated and an additional $24.3 is currently in process. With
this allocation in process, the projected funding balance stands at $5.5 million. The continued support from donors

(30 Dec 2021)

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia/document/ethiopia-humanitarian-response-plan-mid-year-review-august-2021-en
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia/document/ethiopia-updated-humanitarian-response-plan-northern-ethiopia-may-dec
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demonstrates efforts to mobilize resources to enable humanitarian partners delivering assistance in conflict and natural
disasters-affected areas across the country.

VISUAL 

Inter-sectoral gaps

(30 Dec 2021)



ETHIOPIA - NORTHERN ETHIOPIA HUMANITARIAN UPDAT
Situation Report
Last updated: 30 Dec 2021

Page 10 of 20
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/ 

Downloaded: 30 Dec 2021 

CLUSTER STATUS 

Agricultural support needed for 3.7 million people in Tigray, 1.8 million people in Amhara, and 1.1 million people in Afar
by the end of the year. This includes provision of seeds, irrigation schemes, and livestock interventions (animal health
services and provision of supplementary animal feed).

Support to develop an effective control of Desert Locust infestation and other agricultural diseases reported in Tigray
and Afar regions.

Scaleup animal health services to protect livestock assets, maximizing dry season vegetable production, seed
multiplication and supporting farmers to properly save seed in Tigray.

Rehabilitation and/or restoration of 100 partially damaged veterinary clinics across Tigray.

Provide emergency seed pack (cereals, legumes, vegetables, and maize) and fertilizer for 323,000 farm households
(1.62 million people); animal feed provision and seed support to 88,000 farmers (440,000 people) in Tigray.

Nearly 37,000 MT of seeds required for food production and more than 6,000 MT for multiplication in Tigray.

Delivery and distribution of more than 121 MT of Irish potato seeds in Amhara to farmers for the planning season.

Cash (23 million Ethiopian birr) provided for the purchase of livestock, chicken, and vegetable seeds in conflict
affected areas in Amhara.

Purchase of chicken feed for distribution to farmers to support agricultural productivity in Lay Gayint Woreda,
Amhara.

Power disruption affecting cold chain for vaccines storage and their transportation amidst persistence of animal
disease in Tigray.

Limited transporters and trucks to deliver seeds to the respective areas in Amhara.

(30 Dec 2021)

Agriculture

Needs

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS (30 Dec 2021)

Camp Coordination and Camp Management

Needs
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1.8 million people in Tigray need CCCM support.

Latrines desludging at IDP sites in Tigray.

Lack of critical medications for people with chronic diseases and skin infections at IDP sites in Tigray.

Support for safe and dignified relocations of IDPs from schools to alternative shelters and voluntary returns in
northern Ethiopia.

Provision of protection of IDPs from evictions across the three regions due to reopening of schools.

Food, non-food items, firewood, cooking oil, milling support, drinking water, dignity kits, blankets, mattresses, kitchen
sets, medications, and scholastic materials for the displaced children at IDP sites across northern Ethiopia.

Additional spaces to reduce the risk of communicable diseases, including COVID-19, and to provide privacy and
protection and critical medications for people with chronic diseases at IDP sites across northern Ethiopia and support
mechanisms to people living with disabilities.

100 solar streetlights installed at Sabacare 4 IDP site in Mekelle, Tigray.

A COVID-19 awareness conducted in 12 IDP sites in Mekelle reaching 1,157 people.

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

Provision of reconstruction and rehabilitation of schools damaged during the conflict. Assessments by regional
authorities indicates, 4,107 schools damaged in Amhara, including 1,025 schools completely damaged, affecting
more than 1.8 million children. In Afar, 203 schools damaged, including 65 schools completely damaged, affecting
more than 150,000 students. In Tigray, more than 1,000 schools damaged or looted.

Provision of WASH facilities and access to clean water in schools in northern Ethiopia, including at more than 1,800
schools in Amhara.

Scholastic material and education supplies for 550,000 children in Tigray and 980,000 children in Amhara.

School feeding for 345,000 children in Tigray and more than 675,000 children in Amhara.

Psychosocial support for 4,400 teachers in Tigray and more than 47,000 teachers in Amhara.

Provision of 167 Temporary Learning Spaces in Tigray.

Increased access to alternative learning programs for 30,000 IDP children in Tigray and about 27,000 IDP children in
the Amhara region.

18 schools and one teachers’ college are occupied by IDPs in North Shewa Zone in Amhara, interrupting education
services for more than 20,000 children, of whom 53 per cent are girls.

(30 Dec 2021)
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Needs



ETHIOPIA - NORTHERN ETHIOPIA HUMANITARIAN UPDAT
Situation Report
Last updated: 30 Dec 2021

Page 12 of 20
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/ 

Downloaded: 30 Dec 2021 

Renovation of 660 schools and 4 colleagues that were severely damaged, and 3,446 other schools were that were
partially damaged in Amhara.

In Tigray, 26,844 displaced and host community children, including more than 14,000 girls, reached with formal and
non-formal learning opportunities, during the reporting week.

Nine additional alternative learning locations identified to support 21,276 primary school children in North-Western
Zone in locations where their schools are being used as temporary shelter for IDPs in Tigray.

315 children, including 161 girls, aged 6 - 7-year-old attending non-formal education in four IDP sites of Shire, Tigray,
graduated and were linked with primary schools.

Teaching and learning materials distributed to 12,072 children across Tigray.

4,604 young children received one meal a day through school feeding in Tigray.In Amhara, 24,000 children benefited
from school feeding in Dabat and Lay Gayint Woredas.

400 teachers and education personnel received training at Debre Birhan and Dessie training center on mental health
and psychological support to develop their skills in the field and to apply when needed with their students in Amhara.

17,000 exercise books,45,000 pen and 45,000 pencil benefited 7,500 students in Amhara.

Support with re-opening of schools in Amhara. 971 primary schools and 54 secondary schools reopened in South
Wollo Zone.

The ongoing airstrikes and security concerns prevent schools from opening in Mekelle.

Lack of salary or any in-kind support for teachers in Tigray is impacting school re-opening, especially in cases where
teacher’s may be deployed away from their families.

Lack of teaching and learning materials in Tigray and Amhara.

Limited or no WASH facilities at schools in Tigray increases the risk of diseases among children.

Limited education partners in Amhara.

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

Adequate shelters and NFIs for IDPs living in highly congested and substandard living conditions and relocation of
IDPs from schools to adequate alternative shelters across northern Ethiopia.

Shelter and NFI assistance for IDPs willing to return to areas of origin, and for IDPs currently living in the host
community across northern Ethiopia.

(30 Dec 2021)

Emergency Shelter & Non-Food Items

Needs
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4.2 million people need assistance with ES/NFIs in Tigray, and 1.7 million people in Amhara.

Rental assistance schemes or other arrangements for IDPs living in host communities in Tigray.

Provision on ES/NFI to the newly displaced people in Norther-Western Zone, Tigray, and the newly IDPs displaced
from people from Amhara and Afar, currently living in Hintalo, Enderta and Samre areas, in South-Eastern Zone, in
Tigray.

In Tigray, between January and 27 December, 860,000 people, including 438,600 women and girls, or 36 per cent of
the 2.4 million targets, reached with emergency shelter and non-food items.

Emergency shelter items and cash distributed to 800 households in IDP sites in Shire, and 1,263 emergency kits
distributed in Axum IDP sites, Tigray.

In Amhara, between 20-26 December, 27,775 people, of whom are 51 per cent women and girls, reached with
emergency shelter and NFIs.

3,917 NFIs distributed in Debre Birhan and Atayi and 500 core relief items in Mekane Selam in Amhara.

Emergency shelter solution for returnees, decongestion activities for relocated IDPs at collective centres, and NFI
assistance for a non-displaced conflict-affected people in Amhara.

The response remains quite limited in Amhara, mainly in the North Wello and Wag Hamara zones due to lack of
access as well as limited resources.

Lack of shelter and NFI kits to the new IDPs displaced from the Western zone, Afar and Amhara regions.

Lack of information on displaced people and host communities in hard-to-reach locations in Amhara.

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

An estimated 9.4 million people need food assistance in Northern Ethiopia, including IDPs and people in the host
community.

Maintain timely and sustained food assistance including regular flow of fuel, cash and supplies into Tigray.

Food assistance will be required at least up to next year’s harvest season during the last quarter of 2022 in Tigray, as
the agricultural planting season was missed in some parts of the region.

There are concerns of worsening food security situation in Amhara and Afar among most vulnerable people,
particularly in locations where food distribution has not been possible.

(30 Dec 2021)

Food

Needs

Response



ETHIOPIA - NORTHERN ETHIOPIA HUMANITARIAN UPDAT
Situation Report
Last updated: 30 Dec 2021

Page 14 of 20
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/ 

Downloaded: 30 Dec 2021 

In Tigray, between mid-May and 22 December, 5,407,019 people were assisted with 79,247 MT of food in Central,
Southern, North-Western, Eastern, Mekelle and South-Eastern zones, under round 2 food distribution. This includes,
45,950 people in Mekelle, including IDPs in Abaselama and Maywoini sites who were to be relocated to Sabacare 4
IDP site, were assisted with 779 MT of food during the week (16-22 December).

Between mid-October and 22 December, 406,825 people were assisted with 6,896 MT of food in North-Western and
Southern zones under round 3 food distribution. This includes 8,911 people assisted with 1,074 MT of food in
Asgede, Endabaguna, and Korem towns, including 1,926 IDPs in Asgede who are displaced from Western Zone and
received sorghum instead of wheat due lack of stock. At least 870,000 people need to be assisted on average per
week to serve 5.2 million people within a six-week cycle.

In Amhara, Between 20-26 December, UN and NGO partners assisted 210,433 people with 3,568 MT of food across
all distribution rounds and locations in Amhara.

Of these 16,981 people were assisted in North Wollo zone with food distribution and 193,452 people assisted in
North Shewa, North and South Wollo, Wag Hamra, West Gojam, and North Gondor zones under round 4 distribution.

Cumulatively, 1,007,982 people have been reached under round 3 distributions since the commencement on 29 July,
and 2,278,814 people have been reached since the commencement of round 4 distributions on 21 October.

In Afar, due to lack of connectivity, distribution reports are not available this week. As of 19 December, 190,771
people had been reached with 3,234 MT food under round 4 distributions since the commencement on 21 October.

Approximately 534,000 people in zone 1, zone 2 and zone 4 are planned to receive food assistance under round 4
distributions in Afar.

Insecurity is contributing to the delay in dispatching and distributing food commodities to vulnerable people in conflict
affected and hard to reach aeras in Amhara and Afar, including North Wollo and Wag Hamra zones and delay in
unloading in Lalibela, Amhara.

There are six inaccessible kebeles in Adi-Arekay and two inaccessible kebeles in Telemt Woredas of North Gondar;
inaccessibility in these areas is delaying food distribution to the 29,914 people or 5 per cent of target beneficiaries.

Partners’ distribution in Southern Zone of Tigray remains suspended due to deteriorated security situation. In addition,
the eastern parts of the region around Abala town of Afar Region, the extreme northern parts along the Eritrean border
(ex: some kebeles in Rama (Central), Erob (Eastern) and Zala Anbessa town (Eastern), and the Western Zone
continue to be inaccessible for partners due to armed actors’ presence.

The delays in humanitarian cargo movement through the Semera-Abala corridor. The longer the food commodities are
kept in Semera, the higher the risk of stock spoilage and infestation due to harsh environment.

Serious concern over the safety and security of cargo drivers through the Semera-Abala-Mekelle corridor, including
the drivers of the 20 trucks carrying food stock that were caught in active conflict in Abala during the reporting period.

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS (30 Dec 2021)

Health
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3.9 million people in Tigray need health services and interventions in Tigray.

Essential medical equipment, supplies, vaccines, and medicines including cholera kits, interagency emergency health
kits (IEHKs), malaria and scabies’ medicines, SAM kits, and reproductive health kits needed in Tigray.

Cholera vaccines for the second round of the oral cholera vaccination campaign in Tigray.

An estimated 888,000 children under five years in Tigray and more than 360,000 children in Amhara need polio oral
vaccination. 790,000 children need measles vaccination in Tigray.

In Amhara, more than 500 health facilities, and 1,706 health posts damaged and/or looted due to the conflict need
rehabilitation and support.

In Afar, only 94 health facilities, or 22 per cent of the 414 facilities, are functional, including 2 hospitals and, 31 health
centers. The rest need rehabilitation and support.

Provision of medications, treatment, and access to health services. Malaria, typhoid fever, severe acute malnutrition
(SAM), dysentery and epidemic typhus were reported as top 5 diseases to the Regional Health Bureau in Afar.

Planning activities for the upcoming measles vaccination campaign in Tigray which is scheduled for 1 January 2022.

No reporting received this week from partners in Tigray due to operational constraints.

In Amhara, 26,507 children under five and 71,511 adults received free essential health services during the reporting
period.

1,538 HIV patients who had discontinued their medications have restarted their treatments in Amhara.

In Afar, 25 MHNTs are providing services, including 10 MHNTs operating in conflict affected area.

Fuel and cash for the measles campaign in Tigray.

Damage to cold chains in health facilities due to electricity interruptions in Tigray.

Lack of oxygen cylinders; and gap in electric power supply at Dubti Hospital, Afar.

Shortage of drugs, medical supplies, and equipment's to restart essential health services at damaged/looted health
facilities in Amhara.
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Safe access and additional transportation routes via road and air to transport the required humanitarian supplies
within and into Tigray, Amhara and Afar regions.

As of 27 December, out of the 74 trucks in dry port in Semera destined to Mekelle, 69 trucks received clearance and
are ready to move once the security situation permits.

During the reporting period, one truck transported 40 MT of food from Mekelle to Adigrat on behalf of one partner,
who managed to secure fuel for the trip.

71 MT of NFIs dispatched on behalf of one partner from Addis Ababa to the warehouse in Gondar, Amhara.

Five mobile storage units received on behalf of one partner from Adama to be dispatched in Dabat, Chiroleba,
Beyeda, Luare and Janamora Woredas, Amhara.

Three trucks with 40 MT of NFIs on behalf of one partner transported from Addis-Ababa to Gondar, Amhara.

Lack of communication and coordination with stakeholders on the ground in Afar.

Lack of coordination with active partners in Amhara.

Private transporters are unwilling to transport supplies to conflict affected areas across northern Ethiopia.

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

An estimated 1.6 million children under five years and pregnant and lactating women in Tigray and an estimated 1.4
million in Amhara and an estimated 80,000 in Afar need malnutrition preventative and treatment interventions.

About 56,000 children projected to be severely malnourished in Tigray, more than 460,000 children and more than
307,000 pregnant and nursing women in need of supplementary feeding.

In Tigray, 80,168 children under five and 20,137 pregnant and lactating women (PLW) were screened for malnutrition
during the reporting period. Those diagnosed with wasting were admitted or linked to appropriate health services.

14,214 PLW reached with infant and young child feeding (IYCF) messages in Tigray.

1,531 PLW received iron a folic acid supplements and 8,581 children under five received Vitamin A supplement in
Tigray.

In Amhara, 41,723 children under five screened for malnutrition in which 453 children, or about 1.1 per cent were
diagnosed with SAM and 3,579 children or 8.5 per cent with MAM.

(30 Dec 2021)
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9841 PLW screened for malnutrition of whom 2,712 or 27.5 per cent identified with malnutrition.

6,566 PLW reached with IYCF and 640 received folic acid.

27,291 children and 5,559 PLW reached with therapeutic nutrition in Dessie.

Emergency nutrition supplies dispatched from Addis Ababa to Oromo Special Zone, South Wollo Zone Kombolcha and
Dessie town.

Two MHNTs redeployed to Dehana Woreda.

30 MHNTs continue to operate in Amhara Region and provide primary health care and nutrition services.

As shown in the figure below, 20,137 children under five were identified with wasting compared to 12,855 in the previous
week, showing 57 per cent increase in wasting caseload (7,282 cases). This mainly due improved screening coverage as
the number of children screened this week increased by 31.5 per cent (80,168) compared with the previous week (60,960).
In addition, number of pregnant and lactating women screened increased by 20.9 per cent (20,137) compared with the
previous week (15,803) but the prevalence of wasting remains high at 64.8 per cent among them.

Gaps

VISUAL 

Wasting among U5 children and PLW

(30 Dec 2021)
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An estimated 3 million people need protection services in Tigray.

Identification and documentation of unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) and alternative care arrangement
in Tigray.

Support needed at Elshadai IDP site in preparation for receiving more than 700 UASC.

Provision of protection services at IDP sites across northern Ethiopia, including child protection, GBV and SGBV
prevention and response, and mental and psychosocial support.

NFIs, including aid devices for persons with disability, and dignity kits for women and girls across northern Ethiopia.

Comprehensive gender-based violence (GBV) services mapping and localized referral mechanisms, health services
for survivors, risk mitigation and prevention activities in northern Ethiopia.

Scale up child protection services and referrals in all the three regions.

Material support (tents, recreational kits) to establish and strengthening new and existing child friendly spaces at IDP
sites across northern Ethiopia.

In Tigray, 118 children, including 66 girls, with various child protection concerns identified and documented of whom
34 were referred for other services in Axum, RayaAzebo, Chercher, Enderta, Adwa, Adigrat, Mekelle Maichew, and
Deguatembien, Tigray.

During the reporting period, 34 USAC children, including 17 girls, identified, and documented in Adwa and Mekelle in
Tigray.

2,105 children, including 1,236 girls, received mental health and psychosocial services by participating in supportive
child friendly spaces in Maichew, Adigrat, Mekelle, Enderta, Adwa, and Shire in Tigray.

515 boys, 726 girls (including adolescent girls), 632 women, and 507 men, provided with structured mental health and
psychosocial support across Tigray.

Also in Tigray, 69 service providers, IDP community members and volunteers, including 57 women, trained on
prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse reporting and compliant mechanism.

326 boys, 406 girls under the age of 17, as well as 4,608 women, and 1,944 men, engaged through awareness raising
and messaging for GBV prevention and risk mitigation in Tigray.

NFI kits distributed to 1,030 IDP household from Zala Ambessa, Eastern Zone, Tigray.

In Amhara, 294 vulnerable children, including 173 girls, in Kulich Meda IDP site in Debark received NFI included
dignity kits, shoes, clothes, soap, blankets and bed sheets.

220 IDP women and 1,100 households received cash assistance in Debre Birhan, Amhara.

Insufficient protection services, notably GBV case management and mental health and psychosocial support services
and absence of child protection services in some areas across northern Ethiopia due to different operational
constraints.

Protection
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Rehabilitation of sanitation facilities at schools used to shelter IDPs after their relocation across northern Ethiopia.

Adequate provision of WASH services to prevent disease outbreaks at IDP sites across northern Ethiopia.

About 9,300 water points or more than 54 per cent of the 17,080 water points in Tigray are not functional affecting
more than 3.5 million people without having access to safe drinking water. Provision of fixing and maintaining water
points is required.

In Tigray, about 418,000 IDPs living in 131 IDP sites requires 6,269 m3 of water daily or 313 water truck trips. This
needs 2,200 liters of fuel daily.

Completion of WASH facilities in Mekelle, Eastern, Central and North-Western zones of Tigray.

WASH NFIs, and hygiene kits to IDPs living in shelters and with host communities. Currently there are 3,712 latrines
with gap of 17,184 latrines at IDP collective sites across Tigray.

Installation of water storage tankers after being delivered to IDP sites in Amhara.

In Tigray, 12 partners, out of 19 active partners, continue to provide WASH services in 25 Woredas.

56,746 people reached with 6,976M3 of water during the week via water trucking in Adihageray, Adinebried Sheraro,
Enticho, AbiAdi, Bizet and Mekelle towns in Tigray.

70 hand pumps, 23 motorized boreholes, and 7 water schemes rehabilitated benefiting 71,798 people to access safe
drinking water through durable solution in Mekelle, Adet, Adwa, Axum, Egela, Edagaarbi, Rama, Shire, Selekleka,
Adidaero, Adigudom, Hagereselam, Raya Alamata and Adigrat towns in Tigray.

18 latrines (78 stances) constructed, rehabilitated and maintained and 28 stances of bathing/washing facilities
constructed in Adigarat and Mekelle IDPs site benefiting 1,400 people in Tigray.

Partners distributed 8,516 WASH NFI kits in Gerealta, Hawzen, Kolatemben, Shire, Mekelle and Enderta benefitting
26,592 people. The items include jerry cans, buckets, laundry soap, and sanitizer in Tigray.

570 households received water treatment products (Aquatabs) Gerelta and Hawzen in Eastern Zone, Tigray.

In Amhara, Water trucking in Lalibela and Felakit.

1000 water pipes (HDPE) were provided in Meket, Amhara.

2,919 litres of fuel, 31,000 WASH NFI supplies needed for planned WASH response in Tigray next week.

Delay of implementation and WASH construction works and procurement process in Amhara.

(30 Dec 2021)

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.

https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/country/eth
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