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HIGHLIGHTS 

Heavy rains leave almost 6,000 homeless in
Maingama, Moyen-Chari province

Priority needs requiring humanitarian assistance are
identified

Immediate action is expected from the humanitarian
community and the Government

Durable solutions are sought for returnees

Maigama, Moyen-Chari, 28 April 2020. One of the damaged
houses that collapsed on a 12-year-old girl. Photo credit:
OCHA/R. Elien.
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Heavy rains leave almost 6,000 people homeless in Maingama, Moyen-Chari province

After torrential rains hit the returnee site of Maingama on 21 April, a joint evaluation mission comprising UN agencies, NGOs
and national authorities was conducted from 27 to 29 April.

The delegation reported that 5,920 people (1,184 households) out of 9,486 returnees on the site have been affected,
including 61 wounded and one death. Shelter is the most affected sector with 62,40% of shelters totally or partially
destroyed by the heavy rains. Many affected households found shelter with a relative or a neighbor who hadn’t been
affected. More than one third of the affected population (over 2,000 people) is now homeless, most of them being women
and children. Among those most affected, 65% of them are female heads of household.
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Maigama, Moyen-Chari, 28 April 2020. A view of
the collapsed houses. Photo credit: OCHA/R.
Elien.

To this day, no assistance has been provided to the people living on
the site after the disaster even though the rainy season has started
and could worsen the condition of the most vulnerable. The
delegation identified five priority sectors in need of humanitarian aid:
shelter, protection, health, food security, and WASH.

Priority needs requiring humanitarian assistance are ident ified

In terms of shelter, the mission recommended an immediate
response which includes the distribution of covers, mats, mosquito
nets, kitchen utensils and water storage recipients, as well as cash
transfer. Protection and health recommendations include providing
immediate NFIs and support to local medical centres. Additionally,
immediate food assistance is needed for the 1,184 households
affected, particularly for children under five and pregnant women. As
for WASH, the mission recommended the distribution of hygiene kits
and chlorine treatment for water, as well as awareness-raising
activities related to WASH practices during COVID-19.

Immediate act ion is expected f rom the humanitarian community and
the Government

The delegation stressed the need for immediate action as the rainy
season is approaching. This risks placing the site and its inhabitants
in even more dire living conditions. Already under pressure from
increased needs related to COVID-19, Chad’s humanitarian community
is trying to source the necessary materials from the very limited
stocks of agencies and partners to provide the basic assistance needed. Chad has alreadz used the majority of its inter-
agency contingency stock held for such responses. This stock now urgently needs replenishment.

Durable solut ions are sought  f or Returnees

The situation of Chadian returnees living on the Maingama site as well as other sites has been deteriorating for the past
four years in a context where financial resources have drastically diminished. The withdrawal of humanitarian actors has
contributed to making living conditions for the returnees more difficult. Challenges related to the non-implementation of the
Global Plan for Reintegration, the closure of borders and the lack of identity documents for these returnees do not allow
their mobility and make their situation even more precarious. It is necessary to update the Global Response Plan under the
leadership and direction of key state structures, in order to open new possibilities of reintegration in host communities and
work on the profiling of the returnees. The international community is committed to work with and support the Government
in finding durable solutions for these returnee populations.

Chad has around 117,000 returnees among which 70,000 live in sites and host villages in the south of the country. Most of
them returned in early 2014, after the outbreak of violence in the Central African Republic.
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.

https://www.unocha.org/chad
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/chad
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