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HIGHLIGHTS 

North-West and South West situation report (1-31
January 2021)

The cholera outbreak in the South-West region
continues to spread. Five health districts are affected
with 967 cumulative confirmed cases and 23 deaths
as of 31 January

Two attacks on education were reported in the North-
West, and eight teachers were abducted

More than 3,200 schools remain non-functional in the
North-West and South-West because of the ongoing
crisis

One attack on healthcare in the North-West resulted in
the death of a patient

The boundaries and names shown and the designations
used on this map do not imply official endorsement or
acceptance by the United Nations.

(10 Mar 2022)
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VISUAL 

Map of IDP, from the North-West and South-West Regions of Cameroon

Source: OCHA, IOM, CHOI, Partners

The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance
by the United Nations.

(2 Feb 2021)

BACKGROUND  

Situation Overview

The situation in the North-West and South-West regions (NWSW) remains tense with continued violence and targeted
attacks. The civilian population, as well as health and education providers, continue to face high risks when accessing
facilities or when delivering health care and education services. They are continuously facing threats, direct attacks and
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armed incursions.

Attacks against school staff and educational premises continued. On 19 January, NSAG fighters intruded into the premises
of the Government high school of Weh in Menchum division in the NW and abducted five teachers. The incident caused the
closure of other schools in Weh. On 26 January, NSAG fighters abducted three teachers at a Government technical college
in Keyon, Oku subdivision in the NW.

Some of the violence against civilians in the Fako division happened during the African Cup of Nations (AFCON) tournament
that took place between 9 January and 6 February with some teams based in Buea and playing in Limbe in the South-West.
Non-State armed groups (NSAGs) made public statements vowing to disrupt the competition. The most serious incidents
took place in the Bwitingi village and the Molyko neighborhood in Buea, both on 12 January. At least two civilians were killed.

The population continued to bear the brunt of violent incidents either targeted directly or being affected by the
consequences of IEDs or crossfire. In January, over 3,269 people were forced to flee their homes to seek shelter and safety
in nearby bushes, villages and towns. The most affected divisions include Manyu and Meme in the SW, and Donga-Mantung
in the NW. These movements are often temporary and displaced persons usually return to their homes once the security
situation allows, especially for those who flee to bushes and nearby villages. Also, partners recorded over 750 returnees
from Nigeria to Manyu and Bui divisions. According to the returnees, poor living conditions in their host communities led
them to return.

The cholera outbreak, first announced in the Ekondo-Titi health district in October 2021, has continued to spread to five
health districts. Over 967 cases with 23 deaths have been reported. The response to the outbreak has been limited due to
insecurity and limited and often defective road infrastructure. Areas affected by the cholera outbreak in the Ndian division
can only be reached by boat.

Humanitarian actors continued to operate under numerous constraints. Demands for illegal payments by both State and non-
State actors, repeated lockdowns announced by NSAGs, diversion of humanitarian aid, and the sustained use of improvised
explosive devices (IEDs) by NSAGs in public spaces and main roads frequently used by humanitarians in both urban and
rural areas, made delivery of humanitarian assistance and programming very challenging. Insecurity and bureaucratic
impediments continue to be major access constraints for humanitarian organizations in the NWSW. On 8 January, a truck
with food assistance on board for beneficiaries in Wum, Menchum division was diverted by an NSAG in Bamenda, NW. Also
in Bamenda, on 12 January, a NSAG stole a pickup vehicle of an NGO and abducted its staff member. The abducted NGO
staff was released the following day and the car was abandoned in Bamenda two days later. Two staff members of a
medical NGO remain in custody and under investigation in relation to an incident at a gendarmerie checkpoint in Nguti, SW,
in December. Two other staff members were detained in January and potential charges have not yet been specified.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Education

Access to education in the NWSW remains challenging because of insecurity. In mid-January, five teachers including two
females were kidnapped from the Government Bilingual High School in Weh village, in Menchum division of the NW.

Out of 5,724 primary and secondary schools, 3,223 schools are non-functional because of the crisis. Most of the operational
schools are found in urban settings. In the NWSW as well as in the Littoral, West, Centre and Adamawa regions hosting
IDPs from the NWSW, an estimated 462,000 students need emergency education assistance.

(10 Mar 2022)
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Based on the available statistics, over 210,000 displaced school-aged
children within the NWSW are estimated to be displaced. Only 19,650
children among them (9 per cent) are attending formal schools. An
estimated 123,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the NWSW
need access to education. This adds to the host community children
which are out of school. In the Adamawa, Centre, Littoral and West,
107,152 IDP school-aged children out of 143,160 have access to
formal education. Through the partner’s support, 67,200 children
received non-formal education in emergencies services in January

A recent analysis conducted by partners, in collaboration with
Education Cannot Wait programme revealed that displaced children
struggle to access school due to poverty and social exclusion. In
some instances, girls, including primary school students, resort to
survival sex, to pay for their education. Educational institutions
reportedly charge additional fees to IDPs, while some facilities are
already overcrowded with an average class size of up to 200
students. Schools hosting IDPs in Littoral, West and the urban areas
of NWSW have stretched capacity, poor sanitation, and increased
risks of COVID-19 transmission.

Partners built nine temporary learning spaces in the NW, giving access to education to 2,175 children including 1,123 girls.
Additionally, 2,791 children in pre-nursery non-formal education centers had improved access to quality education through
the provision of early childhood development (ECD) kits and 1,681 children received recreational kits. About 260 adolescent
girls taking part in the radio education program benefitted from hygiene kits. In addition,15,908 children, including 9,085 girls,
continue to participate in non-formal education through radio education program. In the same light, 9,401 children continue to
participate in alternative learning programs.

IDP beneficiary of food distribution in South-
West region. Credit: OCHA Giles Clarke

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Food security

Partners provided emergency food, agriculture, and livelihoods
assistance to 342,940 people. Over 97 per cent of the beneficiaries
received food items and 22 per cent received assistance through
cash and voucher modalities.

Through the in-kind modality, the World Food Programme (WFP) with
INTERSOS, Martin Luther King Jr Memorial Foundation (LUKMEF),
Community Initiative for Sustainable Development (COMINSUD),
Strategic Humanitarian Services (SHUMAS) and CARITAS Bamenda
assisted 164,937 beneficiaries with a double ration of 2,702.861 MT
of food covering the needs for January and February, in communities
in all the seven divisions of the NW region. Also, 10,237 beneficiaries,

(10 Mar 2022)



CAMEROON
Situation Report
Last updated: 9 Mar 2022

Page 5 of 8
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/cameroon/ 

Downloaded: 10 Mar 2022 

including 6,675 children and 3,562 persons living with disabilities, received 61.422 MT of corn soya blend plus (CSB++), a
specialized nutritious food. In the SW, 67,205 individuals received a double ration of 350.077 MT of food through direct
distribution to cover January and February needs.

WFP continued with its cash-based transfer programme in the NWSW, targeting 24,429 beneficiaries in the NW and 67,205
beneficiaries in the SW. In the SW, an additional 23,924 beneficiaries benefitted from a cash-based transfer from a Central
emergency response fund (CERF) grant. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) with CARITAS Bamenda and Center for
Rural Action (CEFORA) distributed 9,400 hens ready to lay to 450 beneficiary households in the NWSW regions with CERF
funding.

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) supported 19,402 individuals from 2,692 households in Bamenda I, II, III, Santa, Bafut and
Batibo subdivisions of the NW. Beneficiaries received e-vouchers which are redeemed at identified vendor shops in their
communities.

MSF Community health volunteer providing free
consultation to IDPs in South West region

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Health

The cholera outbreak in the SW continued to spread to more health
districts. Five health districts are affected including Buea, Limbe,
Mbonge, Ekondo-Titi and Bakassi. As of 31 January, 967 cases with
23 deaths were recorded. The case fatality rate is 2.9 per cent. In
response to the crisis, the Ministry of public health, with the support
of the World Health Organization (WHO), provided cholera treatment
kits and deployed a team with a medical doctor, three nurses and a
laboratory technician to support the case management in Bakassi
health district. UNICEF supported risk communication and community
engagement and referral of cases in the Ekondo-Titi and Bakassi
health districts. Doctors without borders (MSF) continued to support the case management at the Bamusso and Idenau
cholera treatment units.

The COVID-19 positivity rate increased from 23 per cent in December 2021 to 27.5 per cent in January 2022. The case
fatality rate in the NW remained high at 3.7 per cent and the vaccination coverage was 6.6 per cent by the end of January. In
the SW, the positivity rate continued to drop from 17.7 per cent in December 2021 to 4.1 per cent in January 2022. The
vaccination coverage remained low at 1.8 per cent. WHO donated two ventilators and four monitors to various health
facilities in the NWSW to support case management of COVID-19. In January, partners provided lifesaving services to
45,725 people in need, in 20 out of the 39 health districts in the NWSW using diverse strategies, including mobile clinics,
community health workers, ambulance services, and direct support to health care facilities.

One attack on healthcare was reported in Bamenda, which resulted in the death of one patient. Attacks on healthcare staff
and facilities remain a major challenge in the NWSW and this has adversely affected the availability of health services.

(10 Mar 2022)

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Nutrition

(10 Mar 2022)



CAMEROON
Situation Report
Last updated: 9 Mar 2022

Page 6 of 8
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/cameroon/ 

Downloaded: 10 Mar 2022 

A child with severe acute malnutrition admitted
for treatment at the limbe regional hospital
supported by UNICEF Credit: UNICEF/Salomon
Beguel

Partners screened 32,655 children for severe acute malnutrition
(SAM). Among them, 128 (0.4 per cent of the screened total) were
identified with SAM and referred for appropriate treatment and 631
children (1.9 per cent) were classified as moderate acute malnutrition
(MAM) cases. However, data is limited to locations where partners
are present and have access, wherefore there is no global overview
of the malnutrition situation in the NWSW. Different approaches are
applied to ensure stronger linkages between screening and referrals
for SAM treatment. In 2021, in the NWSW, 831 children between 6-59
months (20.78 per cent out of 4,000 expected children) affected by
SAM were admitted for treatment.

About 40,000 caregivers including 27,244 women and 12,806 men
received key messages on infant and young child feeding practices
integrating COVID-19 specific messages. Blanket Supplementary
Feeding Programme (BSFP) implemented alongside general food distribution in food insecure areas to prevent undernutrition
reached 6,636 children between 6 and 23 months and 2,061 pregnant and lactating women. Additionally, 290 pregnant
women received iron folate supplements, geared towards addressing micronutrient deficiencies among this group.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Protection

Partners reported 170 protection incidents, representing a 14 per cent decrease compared to December 2021. The main
protection incidents included arbitrary arrest and illegal detention, physical abuse, kidnapping, killing and sexual violence.
Some partners indicated a general decrease in protection incidents in January, which could be connected to the increased
presence of State security forces (SSFs) during the AFCON. A noticeable scale up in military presence and checkpoints in
the NWSW is said to have served as a deterrent for targeted instances of violence. However, increased military presence
resulted in an increase in some protection incidents compared to December. While partners reported 21 cases of arbitrary
arrest and illegal detention in December 2021, in January they reported 86 cases. The continued lack of access to civil
documentation including birth certificates and national identification cards increases the vulnerability of people.

The overall protection landscape remained of concern as fighting continued. On 16 January, in Bwitingi village in Buea, SW,
two civilians were killed while several others were shot and wounded. On 16 January, a certain number of persons were
reportedly kidnapped from a bar in Mulang, Bamenda II subdivision, NW, while viewing an AFCON match. Kidnappings are of
concern as are increasingly used by the NSAGs to raise funding for their activities.

Child Protect ion Area of Responsibility (CP AoR)

Birth registration is a challenge for children affected by this crisis. In January, the regional delegation for social affairs in the
NW documented over 4,000 children in need of birth certificates. Attacks on schools continued with two incidents reported
in Bui and Mechum divisions in the NW.

Response activities carried out by partners focused on the provision of mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) for
children and care givers, reaching 2,507 persons. Partners provided alternative care and case management services to 148
unaccompanied and separated children (UASC). Over 19 children benefitted from response services, including case

(10 Mar 2022)



CAMEROON
Situation Report
Last updated: 9 Mar 2022

Page 7 of 8
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/cameroon/ 

Downloaded: 10 Mar 2022 

management for exploitation and abuse, and 1,175 children benefitted from GBV and GBV risk mitigation and prevention
services. More than 48,600 persons were reached with awareness-raising messages on CP, gender-based violence and
COVID-19. Gender-Based Violence Area of Responsibility (GBV AoR)

GBV partners reported 2,460 GBV cases, including 88 per cent female and 26 per cent children, to GBV specialized service
providers. Out of the total, 62 per cent of the cases were reported in the Donga-Mantung division in the NW, 13 per cent in
Lebialem and 11 per cent in Fako in the SW. Over 53 per cent of survivors are host community members, 44 per cent IDPs
and 3 per cent returnees.

Reported incidents include emotional abuse (31 per cent), denial of resources or opportunities (22 per cent), physical
assault (20 per cent), forced marriages (13 per cent), sexual assault (8 per cent and rape (5 per cent). GBV survivors
received psychosocial first aid, child protection, mental health, legal, and livelihood services. The influx of refugees fleeing
the conflict in Nigeria to Donga-Mantung contributed to the increase in the number of cases of violations reported in January
compared to 1,668 cases reported in December.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Shelter/NFI

Green Partners Association (GPA), CRS, Strategic Humanitarian Services (SHUMAS), World Economy Skills and Agro
Development (WESAD) and Danish Refugee Council (DRC) assisted 21,365 individuals from 3,561 households in the NWSW
with emergency shelter kits and core relief items, including COVID-19 prevention kits.

Major challenges include limited access due to the volatile security situation as well as the bad roads infrastructure, lack of
funding to respond to shelter/NFI needs, and limited number of partners reporting on time to the Cluster. A new reporting tool
has been recently introduced which will hopefully increase the reporting rates among partners in 2022.

(10 Mar 2022)

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

WASH partners reached 113,523 individuals with water, sanitation, hygiene interventions, including latrine construction and
sensitization on COVID-19. These interventions were implemented in six out of seven divisions of the NW and all the six
divisions of the SW. There were more interventions in the SW due to the ongoing response to the cholera outbreak. Hygiene
promotion was the main intervention reaching 85 per cent of the people in need.

The main gap in the Cluster is the absence of interventions to sustainably resolve sanitation and potable water concerns in
cholera-affected areas.

(10 Mar 2022)

COORDINATION  

Humanitarian Coordination
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OCHA continued to provide leadership in the response through Inter-Cluster coordination, civil-military coordination, access
facilitation, and information management services. Advocacy for humanitarian access and for effective and principled
humanitarian action remains a high priority.
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