
CAMEROON
Situation Report
Last updated: 12 Oct 2021

Page 1 of 10
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/cameroon/ 

Downloaded: 12 Oct 2021 

HIGHLIGHTS 

North-West and South West situation report (1-31
August 2021 )

Over 40,000 people were denied food assistance due
to insecurity and roadblocks in the North-West and the
South-West regions.

Four attacks on health facilities were reported
including abductions of staff, obstruction of health
services, and seizure of assets.

Doctors Without Borders (MSF) organization
downsized its team in the North-West after the
government had suspended its activities in December
2020.

28 per cent of survivors of Gender-Based Violence are
children.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations
used on this map do not imply official endorsement or
acceptance by the United Nations.

(12 Oct 2021)
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VISUAL 

Map of IDP, from the North-West and South-West Regions of Cameroon

Source: OCHA, IOM, CHOI, Partners

The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance
by the United Nations.

(2 Feb 2021)

BACKGROUND  

Situation Overview

The situation in the North-West and South-West regions (NWSW) remains concerning. Hostilities, armed clashes, increased
use of improvised explosive devices (IEDs), in addition to inter-communal clashes between farmers and grazers in
Menchum division in the North-West are continuous. The population remains caught in the crossfire, and exposed to
violence leading to the displacement of thousands of people. For several weeks, roadblocks have been obstructing
humanitarian access, preventing the delivery of aid to affected people. About 8,500 persons were reportedly displaced in

(12 Oct 2021)
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August and about 530 persons returned to their areas of origin as they could not cope with the poor living conditions in
hosting towns. Most of the reported displacements are pendular. Displaced persons have been returning to their areas of
origin within a couple of days seeing the security situation improve.

Increasing security incidents and blockages of major roads in the North-West caused delays, or prevented the delivery of
life-saving assistance. This also limited the mobility of aid workers and deprived some vulnerable communities of
assistance. 40,000 people did not receive food rations in the two regions where 1.1 million people are severely food insecure
in the Cadre Harmonise report, published in March 2021.

Four attacks on health facilities were reported, including the abduction of health personnel for ransom, the removal of
patients from ambulances, the seizure of healthcare assets, etc. Doctors Without Borders (MSF) was forced to downsize its
teams in the North-West eight months after the government suspended its activities in the region. This led to poor or no
access to healthcare for thousands of people who depended on the free healthcare and ambulance services that MSF
provided. OCHA continues to engage with regional authorities to enhance the humanitarian health response.

Increased security incidents put children at risk of being caught in crossfires, exacerbating their fears and anxieties,
separation from family, abuse and other forms of exploitation. According to the Gender-Based Violence Sub-Cluster (GBV),
out of 1,205 GBV cases reported in August, 28 per cent of the survivors are children.

UNESCO provides access to relevant inclusive
and quality education to out-of school children,
through distance learning platforms (formal and
non-formal education system) in the South-West
region. Photo: UNESCO/Mirela Kuljanin

TRENDS  

Humanitarian Response: Education

The Education Cluster with the support of the Global Education
Cluster organized a three-day workshop to review the Cluster strategy
in the NWSW. The strategy aims to ensure a coordinated, predictable,
principled, evidence-based, transparent, and accountable response. It
provides strategic guidance for partners engaged in education in
emergencies (EiE) interventions and is aligned with the three strategic
objectives and 11 education objectives of the Humanitarian Response
Plan (HRP) 2021, as well as the National Development Strategy (NDS
2020-2030). During the workshop, children were consulted through
participatory activities on the needs, responses, and protection
situation.

UNICEF and Green Partners Association (GPA) distributed 120
additional solar radios to complete the 641 radios distributed in July
to families with out-of-school children affected by the crisis in
Mezam, Boyo, Ngo-Ketunjia, Bui, and Momo divisions in the North-
West. Listening groups have been set up and lessons disseminated to all identified children. More children are encouraged
to join the listening groups, and the results are significant. 232 additional children joined the 1,280 previously identified and
regularly attended lessons. Additional radios will be distributed to reach current unreached areas and to give out-of-school
children another chance to access distant learning activities.

UNESCO and nine partners facilitated learning access to 15,084 students including 8,709 girls, and 6,375 boys, through
community learning spaces using materials from UNESCO. This included 2,487 new learners and 12,597 recurrent learners,
including 50 with disabilities.

(12 Oct 2021)
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IDP beneficiary of food distribution in South-
West region. Credit: OCHA Giles Clarke

TRENDS  

Humanitarian Response: Food Security

27 partners collectively assisted 284,535 persons representing 30 per
cent of the people in need of food assistance with emergency food,
agriculture, and livelihoods assistance. About 93 per cent of
beneficiaries received food items and eight per cent received
assistance through cash and voucher modalities.

Unfortunately, over 40,000 people did not receive food assistance due
to insecurity and major access roads blockages such as the road
leading to Batibo and Bafut in the North-West, depriving vulnerable
communities of assistance.

As part of the World Food Programme (WFP)’s effort to review its
strategy in the NWSW, targeting and beneficiary list validation
exercises have been completed. Also, the usage of unconditional cash for food assistance is being considered in Mezam,
Momo, Ngo-Ketunjia, and Bui divisions in the North-West. WFP is also examining the possibility of rotation-based assistance
to 400,000 vulnerable people profiled during the targeting exercise to ensure an extensive reach of vulnerable people.

The Food Security Cluster remains committed to strengthening partners’ capacity. In this regard, WFP funded a two-day
training on GBV mainstreaming in food security programming on 18-19 August with technical support from the GBV Area of
Responsibility (AoR). FAO continues to evaluate the effectiveness of the Farmer Field School project (FFS), in compliance
with Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) and to provide technical support to 24 vegetable production groups benefiting from
the project.

(12 Oct 2021)

MSF Community health volunteer providing free
consultation to IDPs in South West region

TRENDS  

Humanitarian Response: Health

Health authorities reported an increase in COVID-19 infections and
related deaths. Tests positivity rate in the NW shows an increase
from 6.7 per cent in July, to 11.7 per cent in August. In the SW, an
increase from three per cent in July to 3.2 per cent in August was
recorded. A total of 9,847 persons received the first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine, and 2,742 received the second one in the SW,
which represents 1.1 per cent, and 0.3 per cent of the target
population respectively. In the NW, a total of 22,347 persons received
the first dose, and 4,963 received the second one, which represents
2.5 per cent and 0.6 per cent of the target population respectively. The
vaccination campaign is ongoing despite numerous challenges,
including vaccines refusal and threats against vaccination teams.

A measles outbreak was reported in the Nwa health district in the NW. Health Cluster partners have been supporting the
health district to carry out a reactive campaign. Limited resources, geographical and security challenges have limited the
response to the outbreak so far.

(12 Oct 2021)
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Health partners continued to provide life-saving assistance to affected communities. Action Against Hunger (ACF) provided
1,352 curative consultations in Meme and SW, including 47 ante-natal consultations, and 13 post-natal consultations with
three referrals. 502 persons benefited from psychoeducation and individual or group psychological sessions. Non-State
armed groups conducted four attacks on health facilities, including the abduction of health personnel for ransom, seizure of
assets, removal of patients from ambulances in Fako and Manyu divisions in the SW.

A child with severe acute malnutrition admitted
for treatment at the limbe regional hospital
supported by UNICEF Credit: UNICEF/Salomon
Beguel

TRENDS  

Humanitarian Response: Nutrition

Nutrition Cluster partners screened 19,679 children including 11,952
girls, for acute malnutrition. 35 children were identified with severe
acute malnutrition (SAM) and referred for appropriate management,
and 271 children were identified with moderate acute malnutrition
(MAM). Cumulatively, from January to August, 387 children including
207 girls have been identified with SAM and referred for treatment
which represents only 5.0 per cent of 8,000 estimated SAM cases
targeted for 2021.

24,053 caregivers including 16,411 women received key messages on
optimal infant and young child feeding practices integrating COVID-19
specific messages mainly at distribution sites. 9,479 children
including 4,875 girls aged six to 23 months and 6,496 food insecure
pregnant and lactating women received specialized nutritious food
(SNF) through blanket supplementary feeding programme (BSFP).

(12 Oct 2021)

TRENDS  

Humanitarian Response: Protection

Protection partners identified significant protection needs during an assessment in Menchum division in the NW, where inter-
communal tensions between livestock farmers and crop farmers have been reported. The assessment also revealed the
need for child support and mental health and psychosocial support services (MHPSS). The lack of schooling has resulted in
increased teenage pregnancies, child labour and rape cases perpetrated by parties to the conflict. Criminality and
delinquency amongst out-of-school youths have increased. Limited health service providers available in hard-to-reach areas,
which record higher incidents of sexual and GBV (SGBV), left many survivors without adequate assistance. In addition, many
displaced persons do not have their civil documents, which limits their access to essential services.

Partners reported 597 protection incidents in the NWSW regions. They reached 6,179 persons through protection monitoring
activities including 2,964 most vulnerable persons who needed targeted protection assistance. 40 individuals received
training on housing and land property rights (HLP), while 572 persons received legal support on access to or regaining their
properties. Sensitization on HLP reached 1,908 individuals.

Several subdivisions are not covered by protection monitoring activities due to a lack of funds. Frequent confrontations
between parties to the conflict prevent humanitarians from assisting affected populations in hard-to-reach areas and armed
men are threatening humanitarian actors in Manyu division in the SW.

(12 Oct 2021)



CAMEROON
Situation Report
Last updated: 12 Oct 2021

Page 6 of 10
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/cameroon/ 

Downloaded: 12 Oct 2021 

TRENDS  

Humanitarian Response: Child Protection Area of Responsibility (AoR)

Children are increasingly caught in fires between the parties to the conflict in the NWSW, raising children protection
concerns. In August, in three separate incidents, three children died in crossfires, and another two were injured in the same
incidents. The use of Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) continues to be a concern too. While eight IED incidents were
reported in July, mainly in the NW, 14 were reported in August with a majority in the SW. Even though no casualties among
children were reported, advocacy on Mine Risk Education, with a special focus on IEDs, is critical.

Child Protection actors continued to provide child protection services to affected communities, reaching 69,208 children and
caregivers including 34,484 females with different child protection interventions. Awareness-raising on CP and GBV risks as
well as on COVID-19 preventive measures, and the importance of birth registration reached 33,300 beneficiaries including
8,744 girls and 7,255 women. This represents 48 per cent of beneficiaries reached during this reporting period. 11,031
children, including 5,803 girls as well as 859 caregivers, including 487 women, received mental health and psychosocial
support services (MHPSS). Partners also reached 1,420 vulnerable children with case management services.

(12 Oct 2021)

TRENDS  

Humanitarian Response: GBV Area of Responsibility

Reported GBV cases remained very high. Partners referred 1,205 cases to GBV specialized service providers. 90 per cent of
survivors were women and 28 per cent children. Denial of resources, physical assault, emotional abuse, and sexual violence
are the most reported cases. GBV survivors received psychosocial support, health and livelihood services. There is a critical
need to scale up lifesaving GBV services and advocate for access to affected communities in hard-to-reach areas.

GBV partners reached 27,448 persons including 18,719 in the NW and 8,738 in the SW through GBV interventions including
psychosocial support, risk mitigation, capacity building of community members, GBV awareness-raising, women
empowerment, MHPSS and livelihood activities for women and girls, survivors of sexual exploitation. Inadequate funds and
security challenges continuously hinder GBV partners’ ability to meet vulnerable people’s basic needs in hard-to-reach areas.

(12 Oct 2021)

TRENDS  

Humanitarian Response: Shelter/NFI

The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the Strategic Humanitarian Services (SHUMAS),
Finders Group Initiative (FGI), the International Rescue Committee (IRC), and Plan International assisted 17,059 individuals in
the NWSW with emergency shelter kits, core relief items including COVID-19 prevention kits, and rental accommodation.

Inadequate funds to respond to needs, and NSAG attacks remain a major concern, causing new displacements and limiting
partners’ access to communities.

(12 Oct 2021)

TRENDS  

Humanitarian Response: Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

(12 Oct 2021)
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WASH partners reached 178,343 individuals through different interventions including COVID-19 prevention activities.
Nevertheless, increased access to WASH services especially in Ngo-Ketunjia and Kupe-Muanenguba divisions in the South-
West is critical, where WASH services are largely inadequate.

WASH partners reached 109,925 people, through water supply, distribution of WASH and dignity kits and latrine construction
and maintenance. Partners also reached 24,539 persons through sensitization on access to humanitarian assistance
activities. Increased insecurity in some parts of the NWSW caused delays in the delivery of WASH supplies and affected
house-to-house sensitization activities.

COORDINATION  

Humanitarian Coordination

OCHA continued the coordination of the humanitarian response through advocacy for humanitarian access and for effective
and principled humanitarian action through regular meetings with relevant stakeholders. The inter-cluster coordination
meeting, civil-military coordination meetings, humanitarian coordination forum, meetings with donors and bilateral
consultations with parties to the crisis are used to negotiate access, raise awareness about the humanitarian situation and
advocate with NSAG to protect aid workers, civilians, health care providers and facilities, education facilities, staff and
students. OCHA led the commemoration of the World Humanitarian Day in the NWSW under the theme “Humanitarians Are
Not A Target” to raise awareness on the humanitarian situation and the challenges faced by humanitarians in the field.

The funding situation in the NWSW remains a major concern and OCHA continues to raise awareness on the situation and
fundraising.

(12 Oct 2021)

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

COVID-19 Situation report - It covers the period from 1 July to 31 August 2021.

HIGHLIGHT S  

According to the Minister of Public Health (MoH), the third wave of COVID-19 could occur in October 2021. He
encouraged people to get vaccinated and continue to respect the barrier measures.

The MoH alerted on the presence of the COVID-19 Delta variant in Cameroon.

As of 25 August 2021, the MoH recorded 1,375 active cases in the country. Cameroon is the ninth African country in
relation to the number of cumulative infections recorded since the beginning of the pandemic.

As of 28 July 2021, 285,522 people have received the first dose of vaccine and 53,365 the second, which represent
38 per cent consumption of the received vaccines.

Initial results of the Knowledge, Attitude and Practices (KAP) survey on the acceptability of the COVID-19 vaccine
reveals that most of the respondents have a good knowledge of the pandemic (symptoms, people at risk, means of
prevention, etc.). However, they are reluctant to take the vaccine because awareness is not primarily raised by health
personnel and because of rumors and exposure to misinformation spread mainly on social networks.

80,953 COVID-19 cases

1,872 active cases

2,804 healthcare workers infected

(24 Sep 2021)
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Infection rate per 10,000 people Source:
Cameroon COVID-19 n.84 (from 19 August to
26 August 2021)

1.8M cumulation of samples tested for COVID-19 (TDR+PCR)

110,324 vaccine doses administrated

1,6% Fatality rate

SIT UAT ION OVERVIEW 

The number of new COVID-19 cases reported has slightly increased
over the last three weeks (epidemiological weeks 31,32, and 33 of
the year 2021). As of 25 August 2021, 368,478 samples had been
analyzed by Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) bringing the diagnosis
rate to 13.6 per 1,000 inhabitants; and 541,421 samples had been
tested by Rapid Diagnostic Test (RDT) bringing the RDT diagnosis
rate to 56.9 per 1,000 people.

The Ministry of Public Health (MoH) strengthened the vaccination
campaign. Between 7 and 17 July, nearly 310,000 people received a
dose of vaccine. 254,000 people received their first dose and 56,000
the second. Cameroonian authorities also announced that the
Government will soon seize to support the treatment of people
infected with COVID-19. As of 29 July, the authorities maintained
current COVID-19-related restrictions. Land and sea borders remained
closed to international travel. However, freight transport via land and
sea routes was likely to continue but would be subject to increased
screening. Air borders also remain closed, but authorities had
permitted several flights via Douala and Yaounde Nsimalen
International Airports.

On behalf of the Minister of Public Health, Mr. Manaouda Malachie, the Secretary general of the MoH, Pr. Louis Richard
Njock presided over the first edition of the Immunization Champion Awards 2021, organized by the MoH. In his statement, he
recalled that the Immunization Champion Award was an opportunity for the Ministry of Public Health to recognize the
contribution of individuals or legal entities to the improvement of health services in Cameroon through their work in the field
of immunization. The award honors those who go above and beyond the call of duty to promote or support immunization. On
8 July, Mr. Malachie Manaouda officially authorized the marketing of four improved traditional medicines (TAMs) to fight
against COVID-19 on the local market, for three years. These are Adsak COVID/Elixir COVID, produced by the Archbishop of
Douala, Samuel Kleda, Corocur powder by Euloge Yagnigni, Palubek's by Christine Bekono and Soudicov Plus by Imam
Modibo.

On 21 July, the Cameroonian health authorities received 303,05 doses of Johnson& Johnson vaccine from the US and on 8
August, the government received 158,400 doses from the African Union / African Vaccine Acquisition Trust (AVAT) as the
first consignment supplied in collaboration with the Africa Medical Supplies Platform (AMSP). On 14 August, the Pasteur
Centre of Cameroun (CPC) announced that the COVID-19 Delta variant was present in Cameroon since May 2021, in the
cities of Douala and Yaounde. Despite the relatively low number of sequenced samples, health authorities acknowledged
they are having difficulty controlling the circulation of the Delta variant, which is more transmissible than the other variants,
in the national territory.

Gaps & constraints

The COVID-19 vaccination rate in country is very low, 0.3 per cent of the targeted people are fully vaccinated.
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Lack of involvement of health personnel in COVID-19 vaccination sensitization campaign.

The sensitization campaign on COVID-19 vaccination is not adapted to the profiles of the hesitant population and to
their geographical location.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Case management, Infection, Prevention and Control (IPC)

Needs:

Preparedness measures to reduce the risk of a third wave.

Need to reach out to the refugees who moved after receiving the first dose of COVID-19 vaccine in July and should
already receive the second dose.

Shortage of the two types of vaccines.

Response:

In August, the Center for the Coordination of Public Health Emergency Operations (CCOUSP) operational research unit
conducted a COVID-19 related survey in all regions including 6,500 participants. The survey aimed to determine the
level of people’s immunity to COVID-19, estimate retrospective mortality due to the pandemic and measure vaccine
hesitancy and its determinants.

UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), reported 226 cumulative cases of COVID-19 in the refugee community, including 196
contracted in 2021. Between April and August 2021, 9,039 refugees, representing four per cent of the adult refugee
population, received the COVID-19 vaccine.

Gaps & Constraints:

Low vaccination coverage although the demand is rising after several awareness campaigns.

Mobility of the population (new arrivals, displacement...).

Lack of availability of vaccine doses in health centers far from health districts.

Astra Zeneca and Sinopharm vaccines are out of stock.

Lack of communication/awareness on preventive measures at the community level.

Low monitoring and surveillance system for the pandemic.

Challenges in maintaining the achievements and basic requirements: trained health care providers, appropriate health
infrastructure, available hand washing points, medical equipment, etc.

(24 Sep 2021)

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)

Needs:

Need to strengthen communication around COVID-19 vaccination.

(24 Sep 2021)



CAMEROON
Situation Report
Last updated: 12 Oct 2021

Page 10 of 10
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/cameroon/ 

Downloaded: 12 Oct 2021 

 

This report is produced by OCHA Cameroon in collaboration with humanitarian partners and COVID-19 Task Force.
OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises.

https://reliefweb.int/country/cmr
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/cameroon
https://www.unocha.org/cameroon
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Response:

From 19 to 25 August, as part of the Africa CDC Master Card "Saving Lives and Livelihoods" project, the MoH and its
partners, including UNICEF and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, implemented the following communication
activities:

Finalization of the communication material on COVID-19 vaccination, including audiovisual spots and
microprogrammes, print materials, etc.

Organization of a workshop to develop modules for the training of call center operators 1510.

Administration of a survey on COVID-19 seroprevalence in the ten regions in August 2021.

Development of an operational communication plan for the COVID-19 seroprevalence survey.

https://www.facebook.com/UNOCHA
https://twitter.com/ochacameroon
https://reliefweb.int/country/cmr
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/cameroon
https://www.unocha.org/cameroon
https://reports.unocha.org/en/about/
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/terms-of-use
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