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HIGHLIGHTS 

Update on the COVID-19 situation

Rains from October to December may exacerbate the
needs of vulnerable populations

At least 42 per cent of people targeted by the
Humanitarian Response Plan have been assisted
despite low funding

More than 20,000 Burundians repatriated on a
voluntary basis since January

Resident Coordinator ad interim, Mr. Niels Scott,
already in the field Decommissioning of the Winterekwa IDP site © Help a child

2020 / Jean Asali Lobiko
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BACKGROUND  

Update on the COVID-19 situation

Date of first  confirmed cases: March 31, 2020

Total number of tests performed: 50,363 (as of 31 October)

Total cases: 589 (as of 31 October)

Total cases cured: 518 (88%) (as of 31 October)

Total number of deaths: 1

(19 Nov 2020)
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Evolution of COVID-19 cases in Burundi

Provinces / districts affected: 24/47 health districts (51%) are affected,
distributed in 14/18 provinces (67%). The majority of cases (68%) are found
in the city of Bujumbura, in 3 health districts: Bujumbura Nord (137 cases),
Bujumbura Center (152 cases) and Bujumbura Sud (111 cases).

Flights / Borders: All commercial passenger flights were suspended on
March 22. Humanitarian, diplomatic and emergency medical evacuation
flights are exempt from this suspension. The land borders with the
Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda were  reopened on April 15 to
allow the movement of goods and the return of returnees. The border with
the United Republic of Tanzania remained open.

A Burundian Red Cross agent disinfects the
stagnant water a few days after the flooding
disaster in Gatumba, Bujumbura Mairie province
© OCHA 2020/Lauriane Wolfe

BACKGROUND  

Rains from October to December may exacerbate the needs
of vulnerable populations

In April-May 2020, heavy rainfall caused the Rusizi River to overflow in
Gatumba, Bujumbura Rural province, displacing over 46,000 people,
including about 24,000 people at displacement sites. The situation of
these families in and around the river is likely to become critical this
season.

Following the heavy rains in April and May 2020, some neighborhoods
of Gatumba are still flooded, hindering the return of displaced families
to their homes. This situation increases the risk of certain
pathologies proliferating, such as acute respiratory infections
(including COVID-19), water-borne diseases, allergies, malaria and
dermatoses. In addition, there is a significant risk of transmission of
sexually transmitted infections or diseases caused in part by
promiscuity and gender-based violence.

Humanitarian partners and the Government of Burundi have provided a great deal of assistance to those affected by this
situation. For example, UNICEF is conducting water supply activities in the displacement sites (albeit with limited capacity),
the local association Social Action for Development (SAD) is providing child protection services, and Médecins Sans
Frontières is supporting health services. OCHA continues to facilitate weekly coordination meetings for Gatumba's
humanitarian response.

Despite these efforts, the multisectoral needs of this displaced population persist. The tents are dilapidated from wear and
tear and the occupants are not safe from bad weather conditions. There is also an increased shortage of food and non-food
items including mats, blankets, household goods, mosquito nets, and dignity kits for women and girls of reproductive age.

To date, 42 per cent of the required budget has been mobilized from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). Partners
are already using some of these funds to profile internally displaced persons (IDPs) and identify those who can and want to
return to their homes. The short-term goal is to dismantle sites of displacement and provide more durable solutions.
Additional funds are required to cover the basic needs (food, shelter, and water supply) of the people affected in Gatumba,
over a period from October to December 2020.

(19 Nov 2020)
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A woman displaced by the floods in a makeshift
shelter with her newborn baby at the
Kigaramango IDP site in Gatumba, Bujumbura
Rural province. © UNHCR 2020 / Bernard Ntwari

FEATURE  

At least 42 per cent of people targeted by the Humanitarian
Response Plan have been assisted despite low funding

By the end of June 2020, humanitarian actors were able to provide a
multisectoral response to 42 per cent of the 887,000 people targeted
in the revised Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) 2020. The
humanitarian situation has been particularly impacted by the COVID-
19 pandemic, the under-funding of the HRP, and climate hazards.

Despite some limitations, by way of illustration, the food security
sector was able to assist 547,924 people, with food rations and cash
assistance; the education sector assisted 19,637 students with
educational and teaching materials for children (schools were not
closed during the COVID-19 crisis) and the water, hygiene and
sanitation sector assisted 149,056 people in Standard kit of water,
hygiene and sanitation, and through awareness-raising messages,
especially in the western areas of the country affected by natural disasters and having recorded cases of cholera.

The 2020 HRP is 35.2% funded (as of November 13, 2020). The most funded sectors (at least 65%) are nutrition (67%) and
coordination (65%) while food security is 41% funded. The most underfunded sectors are health; shelter and non-food items,
water-hygiene and sanitation; protection; education and multisectoral responses to refugees and returnees (less than 25%).

(19 Nov 2020)

A convoy of refugees repatriated from Rwanda
arrives at the Burundian border of Nemba in
north of the country. They are waiting for COVID-
19 tests. © UNHCR 2020/Bernard Ntwari

COORDINATION  

More than 20,000 Burundians repatriated on a voluntary
basis since January

Since the start of the voluntary repatriation process of Burundian
refugees in September 2017, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) has facilitated the return of 102,761
Burundians. During 2020, the UNHCR was able to repatriate 23,041
Burundians as of 14 October 2020 out of 50,000 planned returns.

Of this number of returnees in 2020, the vast majority come from
Tanzania (19,850), then Rwanda (2,606) and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo (584). Since August 2020, Burundian refugees living in
Rwanda have expressed their intention to return to the country. Almost
all returns from Rwanda and Uganda have so far been spontaneous.

Challenged with low funding, UNHCR and its partners, including the
Government, face three major challenges; ensuring the continuity of the repatriation process in dignity and safety; supporting
the sustainable reintegration of returnees within host communities; and ensuring the protection and successful reintegration
of returnees in communities of origin.

(19 Nov 2020)



BURUNDI
Situation Report
Last updated: 19 Nov 2020

Page 4 of 4
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/burundi/ 

Downloaded: 19 Nov 2020 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official recognition or
acceptance by the United Nations.
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The Regional Response Plan for Burundian Refugees 2019-2020 (PRRR) is one of the least funded in the world. The UNHCR
is appealing for $189.8 million to fund it.

Mr. Niels Scott, Resident Coordinator a.i of the
United Nations system, during his address to
the celebration of the International Day for the
Reduction of Natural Disasters in Mugina of the
Cibitoke province 2020. © UNDP 2020 / Landry
Gakuba

COORDINATION  

Resident Coordinator a.i, Mr. Niels Scott already in the field

The United Nations (UN) Resident Coordinator ad interim (RC a.i.) for
Burundi, Mr. Niels Scott, took up his duties in the country in October
2020.

On 9 October, after meetings and exchanges with various people and
authorities in the country to inquire about the humanitarian situation,
Mr. Scott participated in the ceremonies marking the celebration of
the International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction in Mugina, in the
province of Cibitoke. To mark the occasion, UNDP provided materials
worth US$600,000 to rebuild houses for at least 250 families affected
by landslides on Nyempundu Hill in Cibitoke. The RC a.i. also chaired
the 2021 Humanitarian Needs Analysis Workshop on 27 and 28
October to thank all the collaborative efforts of the humanitarian
community and the Government.

Burundi is one of the countries most sensitive to climate change and
recurring natural disasters. By the end of 2019, rising temperatures in the Indian Ocean contributed to an increase in the
number and magnitude of natural disasters in the country. Between October 2019 and October 2020, floods, landslides, and
other disasters affected 13 of Burundi's 18 provinces. They caused significant damage to agricultural production, shelter,
and infrastructure (roads, schools, and bridges), and floods displaced thousands of people in the interior of the country.
Natural disasters account for 83 per cent of internal displacement in Burundi. The effects of climatic hazards continue to
affect agricultural production in a context where 90 per cent of the population depends on subsistence farming.

The RC a.i. intends to continue to support the Government in its efforts to strengthen its disaster risk reduction capacity and
to better prepare to respond to climate-related risks.

(19 Nov 2020)
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