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SITUATION OVERVIEW
In the early evening of August 4, explosions flattened a 
significant portion of Beirut, Lebanon, suspected to be the 
result of ammonium nitrate catching fire. The blast engulfed 
the entire port area adjacent to the downtown core of Beirut, 
damaging residences and businesses, and overwhelming 
hospitals already struggling in the coronavirus pandemic. 
Witnesses reported feeling the blast in nearby countries. 

The unexpected explosion and coronavirus pandemic 
exacerbate underlying economic and political strife. Lebanon’s 
economic crisis has shifted its traditional agricultural inputs, 
meaning Lebanon is now a net importer of food. 

About half of the country is unemployed and dependent on 
food assistance. The port of Beirut is currently unusable, 
and the national food stock is reportedly low. Supply chains 
remain open through Tripoli to the north, but this blow to 
infrastructure limits access to critical markets for those most 
affected by the explosion.  

The blast destroyed more than $600,000 in humanitarian 
relief items Lutheran World Relief had supplied partners, as 
they waited in the port. Lebanon’s role as host country to 
refugees has put added burden on food and public systems. 
The outlook for Lebanon is dire if coordinated action is not 
undertaken now.

IMA WORLD HEALTH & LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF –  
ACTIONS TAKEN AND NEXT STEPS

Corus International joins the humanitarian community and 
government response efforts. Response team personnel are 
being deployed over the weekend to coordinate with other 
responders in identifying critical needs and planning Corus’ 
response activities. With available information from partners and 
leveraging Corus’ history of supporting locally-driven emergency 
responses, staff are anticipating shelter, food security, and 
health needs. To meet the need, Corus has mobilized financial 
and material resources from the existing stock.
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People wearing face masks walks past damaged cars after Tuesday's 
massive explosion in Beirut, Lebanon. The blast hit the Lebanese capital 
on August 4, with over 80 people killed and some 4,000 injured.   
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