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This report is produced by OCHA Mali in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Mali and covers the period from 7 to 
21 June 2013. The next report will be issued on or around 4 July 2013. 

Highlights 
• From January to May 2013, 31,188 people travelling from 

north to south were counted at the flow monitoring points 
versus 31,384 people travelling from south to north. 
According to IOM, this represents the first time that 
movements to the north exceed movements to the south 
since monitoring mechanisms were established in 
January. 

• As of 20 June, 54 per cent of schools in the three northern 
regions had re-opened.  

• Precarious water, sanitation and hygiene conditions in 
some parts of the country pose a serious risk of potential 
outbreaks of water-borne diseases.   

• According to a report released by the Population 
Movement Commission on 20 June, internally displaced 
persons are estimated at 353,4551. To date UNHCR 
estimates refugees in neighboring countries (Burkina 
Faso, Mauritania and Niger) at 174,129.  
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Situation Overview 
The epidemiological situation is calm. However, precarious water, sanitation and hygiene conditions pose a serious 
risk of a rise in the incidence of water-borne diseases. This risk has been compounded by the advent of the rainy 
season, and partners are concerned that the cholera epidemic could potentially resurge. As a result, the Health and 
WASH clusters are advocating additional resources for the prevention of water borne disease and repairs to water 
distribution systems. 

As of 20 June, approximately 527,584 people remained displaced due to the crisis in Mali, including 353,455 in the 
country and over 174,129 in neighboring countries. The number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) has 
increased compared to the previous report (298,027) due to the recent assessments and the update of the number 
of IDPs in Gao, Kidal and Timbuktu.   

 According to IOM data released on 19 June, 8,972 self-declared IDPs travelled from south to north in May. Most 
(77 per cent) cited improved security in the north as the main reason for their return. During the same period, IOM 
observed 3,779 people moving from north to south. These people mainly cited economic reasons (45 per cent) and 
the lack of basic social services (20 per cent) for their displacement according to the IOM report. 
                                                      
 
1 This figure does not include population movements from north to south and from south to north censed by IOM at the flow monitoring points in 
May 2013. 
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Social services are gradually resuming in the north. Civil servants responsible for health and education continue to 
return, but services have not yet reached satisfactory level.  

Humanitarian actors are intervening in all areas of the north and south of the country to assist people in need. To 
date 119 humanitarian organizations including 55 intervening in the north have been recorded. The presence of 
humanitarian organizations in the north continues to increase with the improving security situation. However access 
remains limited in some rural areas and in Kidal.   

Funding 
As of 19 June, the Mali CAP had received approximately US$136 million, or 33 per cent of its $410 million 
requirements. Six out of nine clusters are funded below 50 per cent, and two clusters are funded below 20 per cent.  

In addition, approximately $109 million has been allocated to humanitarian activities outside the CAP. 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 

 Food Security 

 Needs: 

• According to food security partners, 3.5 million people are food insecurity in this current 
lean season. This includes 1.4 million people in need of immediate food assistance. 

Response: 

• WFP food distributions for the month of June are underway. These distributions will reach some 520,000 
people: IDPs, host households in the south, and people affected by food insecurity in Gao and Timbuktu 
regions. Uncertain security in Kidal region has forced WFP to delay commodity deliveries there, affecting food 
deliveries for 48,000 beneficiaries. Deliveries will resume as soon as security allows.  

• Preparations are underway for a national Emergency Food Security Assessment. Training of data collectors 
was held in Mopti from 12 to 15 June. Similar training is planned in Gao. Concerns persist over coverage of 
Kidal because there is only one identified partner in the region. 

•  In addition to WFP assistance, Welthungerhilfe has distributed food to 5,200 households in Timbuktu region 
(4,000 in Timbuktu, 1,000 in Gundam and 200 households in Tonka). In Niono, (Segou region), the NGO 
delivered food to 1,000 households.  

• Action Contre la Faim-Spain continued its food-for-work activities for 3,861 vulnerable households in Kita 
(Kayes region) and 2,847 households in Banamba (Koulikoro region).  

• FAO is distributing seeds, fertilizer and seedling in the Koulikoro region for 2,500 vulnerable households.  
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• Africare has trained 38 members of village committees in Koulikoro on food security and early warning. 
Trainings took place in three districts (Dilly, Ougadou and Nara) and focused on setting up rain gauges and 
rainfall data recording techniques.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Insecurity in the north continues to limit humanitarian programs.  
• In Timbuktu region, agricultural activities face difficulties in accessing fuel, oil, agricultural inputs and credit. 

 Nutrition 

Needs:  

• Following the results of the 2012 SMART survey, about 210,000 children under 5 are at risk of severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM), and 450,000 children are at risk of moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) in 2013. 

Response: 
• Between 1 January and 9 June, 87,001 children under 5 were admitted to nutrition 

rehabilitation units (UREN) in Mali (73,133 in the south and 13,868 in the north). Below 
the curves of new admissions to UREN.  
 

 
 

• The final report of the SMART nutrition survey conducted in four health districts in the region of Gao is being 
finalized and will be published in the coming days. Findings will appear in the next Situation Report.  

• Nutrition Cluster added a new objective as part of the mid-year review of activities. These objectives will be 
published in the Mid-Year Review of the 2013 Mali CAP.  

• The first meeting of the Nutrition Koulikoro sub-cluster took place on 11 June. Participants updated the 
mapping of nutrition actors, approved the sub-cluster’s terms of reference and explained monitoring tools.  

Gaps & Constraints:  

• Due to lack of funding, only 45 per cent of health facilities are covered by Nutrition partners, which prevent 
nutrition activities from scaling up. Nutrition partners revised their financial requirements upward to $80.7 
million as part of the mid-year review. Funding levels remain low ($14.8 million received). 

Health 

Needs: 

• Five suspected meningitis cases (one death) were reported in Boulgoundjé health district (Gao region). 
• No measles cases were reported in the north from 3 to 9 June. 
• No new cholera cases have been reported since 21 May. However, with the rainy season and precarious 

health and WASH conditions, partners are concerned about a possible resurgence. 

Response: 

87,001 
Children admitted to 
UREN since the 
beginning of the year 

North region South region 
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• A measles vaccination campaign was organized in three districts of Bamako (I, II and IV) following confirmation 
of cases in Bamako in May. Nearly 74,000 children between six months and five years were vaccinated. 

• UNICEF has ordered 270,000 doses of measles vaccine to replenish. They are expected to arrive in mid-July. 
• The return of health personnel to the north continues gradually. As of 12 June, 48 health workers2 had returned 

to Timbuktu region and 51 agents3 had returned to Gao region. The redeployment of other health personnel is 
needed for health activities to fully resume. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

• Insecurity limits health programs in the three northern regions. 
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

• The cholera outbreak in Gao has been largely contained, but the risk of additional outbreaks remains. 
Nationwide support for WASH is crucial to reduce the risk and severity of any further outbreaks. Assisting 
community health centers (CSCOMs) in cholera risk zones remains a priority for the WASH cluster.  

• In the north, 290 broken hand pumps, 462 non-functional wells and 21 non-functional water networks all 
require repairs. In addition, 124 health-care facilities lack the minimum WASH package. Ensuring a minimum 
WASH package is especially crucial in 72 health centers classified as “extreme” cholera risk and 52 health 
centers classified as “high” cholera risk. 

• In Gao city, damage to water networks from illegal connections, water treatment works, and the electricity 
supply all require repair or rehabilitation so that water pumps continue to function. 

Response:  

• To date 590,880 people have received temporary access to potable chlorinated water through chlorination of 
water networks, supply of fuel, distribution of aqua tabs, or water trucking. At the same time, 74,350 people 
have received permanent access to an improved potable water source through the construction of 31 new 
water sources and the rehabilitation 121 point water sources. In addition, 55,015 hygiene kits have been 
distributed, benefitting 330,090 persons. 

• WASH partners are working to prevent cholera by disseminating cholera prevention messages, training 
community leaders, chlorinating water systems, distributing household water treatment products, and 
reinforcing WASH conditions and staff capacity in health care facilities. A national communications plan (radio, 
television, SMS) has been developed by the Ministry of Health, the National Water Directorate and UNICEF 
and will run through 30 September. 

• Water shortages in Gao city have improved with the arrival of a team of drinking water technicians from 
SOMAGEP and the replacement of two broken water pumps.  

Gaps & Constraints:  

• Funding continues to be the biggest challenge for WASH partners. To date the WASH Cluster is the lowest-
funded cluster, with only 11.6 per cent of its requirements ($6.3 million) met.  

 Education 

Needs:  

• Schools continue to re-open in Gao, Timbuktu and Kidal, with 580 primary schools out of a total of 1,079 
(around 54 per cent) operating in these regions. An estimated 112,166 students are being taught by 2,478 
teachers in these schools, an increase of nearly 10,000 students since the last reporting period. Providing 
teaching and learning materials and relevant teacher training on education in emergencies remain critical 
priorities. 

• With the end of the 2012-13 school year approaching, internally displaced and conflict-affected students whose 
access to schooling has been compromised need support to complete the academic year. 

                                                      
 
2 According to the health cluster there were 277 health workers in Timbuktu in 2011.  
3 According to the health cluster there were 362 health workers in Gao in 2011. 
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Response:  

• To date, Education partners have distributed school kits to 93,004 crisis-affected children 
in Mali for the 2012-2013 school year. Partners have also trained 3,279 of 12,500 teachers 
on thematic issues related to education in emergencies (psychosocial support, pedagogy 
of large groups, peace education and remediation classes). 

•  As part of the response mentioned in the previous bullet, Save the Children in partnership 
with UNICEF has distributed teaching and learning materials to 10,438 students and 85 
teachers and the regions of Gao and Mopti. Additionally, UNICEF distributed teaching and learning materials to 
2,780 students and 106 teachers in Timbuktu region. In addition, Plan-Mali distributed teaching and learning 
materials to 6,981 students and 156 teachers and in Timbuktu region. Plan-Mali trained 278 teachers in 
psychosocial support in Timbuktu region, while Save the Children in partnership with UNICEF trained 155 
teachers in Mopti region on the pedagogy of large groups and remediation courses.  

• Cluster partners organized remediation courses for 187 displaced secondary school students in Segou region 
who are preparing to take their final exams. 

Gaps & Constraints:  

• On-going insecurity in rural areas of Gao and Timbuktu and all areas of Kidal continue to prevent schools from 
re-opening. 

• Lack of funding limits the cluster’s ability to conduct an effective response.  

 Protection 

Needs: 

• The office of the UN Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict included Mali its annual report 
(released on 12 June) for the first time and has called for the creation of a monitoring and reporting mechanism 
focused on the issue of children and armed conflict in Mali.  

• Amnesty International has presented preliminary findings on human rights abuses in Mali, including child rights 
violations in conflict-affected areas. These violations demonstrate the need for an agreement to enable 
UNICEF and other relevant actors to support greater protection for conflict-affected children in Mali.  

Response: 

• To date 83,602 children and 59,616 adults have benefitted from Child Protection sub-cluster activities. Major 
activities include awareness sessions (76 per cent), psychosocial and recreational activities (21 per cent), 
referral services and identification, documentation, tracing and reunification (IDTR) services. These activities 
are carried out in six regions of Mali (three in north/three in south).  

• A Child Protection sub cluster team visited Segou region to support the regional coordination group in 
strengthening its coordination mechanisms.   

Gaps & Constraints:  

• Expanding child protection activities requires greater commitment and better coordination of actors to ensure 
that resources are available when needed.  

• Recruiting qualified staff and training them takes time, leading to delays in some child protection activities. In 
the meantime, child rights violations in the north go unreported and un-addressed. 

Emergency Telecommunications 

• The following equipment has been deployed to Timbuktu: a 35-metre tower, three high-frequency antennas 
(VHF); a repeater, and several solar panels. 

• ETC continues to provide radio services to the humanitarian community:  42 hand held radios were 
programmed this week, and radio training was provided to 32 NGO staff between 14 and 17 June. 

• The recruitment of radio operators for the Mopti communication center is moving forward. 

Logistics 

• WFP continues to reinforce its logistics capacity. Food stocks are being positioned in strategic locations closer 
to Mali and other countries which may need them. Staffing is being increased at ports, and additional storage 
space has been acquired in Mali – particularly in Mopti where WFP recently rented a warehouse complex with 

93,004  
students 
received 
learning 
materials 
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Background on the crisis 

In January 2012, a rebellion erupted in northern Mali led by a Tuareg separatist movement, the Mouvement national de Libération de 
l’Azawad (MNLA). The secular MNLA allied with several armed Islamist groups. Their early territorial gains led to a military coup in Bamako 
on 22 March. Under international pressure, the coup leaders quickly ceded power, but some continued to interfere with decisions of the new 
civilian Government. Amid political uncertainty in the capital, the rebellion captured the three northern regions of Kidal, Gao and Timbuktu – 
a mostly desert area slightly larger than France – within several days. The MNLA then announced the end of hostilities and proclaimed the 
independent state of “Azawad”, which was rejected by the international community. The situation along the de facto north-south dividing line 
remained calm until the end of 2012, as Islamist groups progressively seized power from the MNLA. These groups professed less interest in 
an independent north than in imposing strict Islamic law on the country. ECOWAS established an African force (AFISMA) to help Malian 
authorities restore the country’s territorial integrity, authorized by the UN Security Council on 20 December 2012. 
 
Before AFISMA deployed, rebel groups launched an offensive moving south on 9 January. The Government of Mali subsequently requested 
immediate military assistance from France. French forces used air aids and land operations with the Malian Army, AFISMA forces and the 
Chadian military. The MNLA supported the French intervention but opposed the return of the Malian Army to the north prior to a political 
agreement. On 18 June 2013, the Government of Mali, MNLA and the High Council for the Unity of Azawad signed an agreement in Burkina 
Faso. This agreement includes a cease-fire, a return of the Malian Army to Kidal and the cantonment of Tuareg fighters. 
 
Other armed groups have been weakened and ousted from cities but now resort to guerilla techniques and suicide attacks. On 25 April 
2013, the UN Security Council established the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA), with a 
military component of up to 11,400 blue helmets, an international police component of up to 1,440 international police, and a civilian 
component. The mandate of MINUSMA is to stabilize key population centers; support the reestablishment of State authority throughout the 
country; support the implementation of the transitional road map, including the national political dialogue and the electoral process; and 
promote and protect human rights. MINUSMA shall also provide support for humanitarian assistance by contributing to the creation of a 
secure environment for the safe, civilian-led delivery of humanitarian assistance, in accordance with humanitarian principles, and the 
voluntary return of internally displaced persons and refugees in close coordination with humanitarian actors. 
 
Beyond the humanitarian emergency created by the conflict, Mali is affected by a Sahel-wide food and nutrition crisis that further eroded the 
resilience of millions of people already suffering from chronic poverty. Despite a good harvest in 2012, millions continue to suffer from food 
insecurity, malnutrition and a chronic want of livelihoods. The Malian conflict and the insecurity it generates has further increased 
humanitarian needs and made access to population in need more difficult, especially in northern regions.  

up to 20,000mt of storage capacity. The WFP warehouse in Timbuktu is currently being rehabilitated, and a 
logistics mission will take place as soon as possible. Warehouse rehabilitation is also ongoing in Gao. 

• UNHAS, which now operates a second plane, has increased transportation from 168 passengers in January 
2013 to close to 900 passengers in May 2013.  

• More information is available at: http://www.logcluster.org. 

General Coordination 
• The Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Sahel, Mr. Robert Piper conducted a mission to Mali on 17 and 

18 June. During his visit, Mr. Piper has shared his concerns with regard to the low level of funding despite 
critical and growing humanitarian needs. He asked the Government to assist humanitarian organizations to 
mobilize additional resources to fill the CAP funding gap. In addition, the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator 
for the Sahel called for the mobilization of more resources for the millions of people affected by food insecurity. 
During his meeting with MINUSMA, it strengthened the position of the Humanitarian Country Team on the 
interaction between humanitarian and mission. 

• The mid-year review of the 2013 CAP is underway. The final document is expected to be shared with OCHA 
Headquarter in Geneva this week. . 

• Inter-agency coordination groups have been set up in Timbuktu, Mopti and Gao. 
• OCHA deployed a mission to Timbuktu on 17 and 18 June 2013 to strengthen the capacity of key actors in 

civil-military coordination through targeted training.  
• Information on all regular coordination meetings and contacts for all clusters are available on the site 

http://mali.humanitarianresponse.info. 

For further information, please contact:  
Fernando Arroyo, Head of Office, OCHA Mali, E-mail: arroyof@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3204 
Katy Thiam, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: thiamk@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 3497 
Ulrike Dassler, Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: dassler@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 4004 
Diakaridia Dembele Public Information Officer, OCHA Mali, E-mail: dembele@un.org, Tel: +223 7599 5581  
Quentin Levet, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA NY, E-mail: levet@un.org Tel: +1 646 266 4410 
 
For more information, please visit:  
http//mali.humanitarianresponse.info or  www.unocha.org/mali   
To be added or deleted from this Situation Report mailing list, please email ochamali@un.org  


