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Highlights  

• An estimated 137,070 individuals remain displaced from Afrin district to the Tall Refaat, Nabul, Zahraa and Fafin areas 

as a result of military operations in Afrin that began on 20 January. At the same time, it is estimated that as many as 

50,000 people are still in Afrin city and an additional 100,000 in rural Afrin.   

• The freedom of movement of IDPs remains restricted, preventing the displaced population from seeking safety and 

services in Aleppo city or returning to Afrin district.  

• Humanitarian organizations remain concerned about the safety, protection, and freedom of movement of civilians 

from Afrin district impacted by hostilities. While the UN remains unable to reach Afrin from inside Syria, cross-border 

convoys have so far delivered food and healthcare assistance for 20,000 people. 

• As per the latest update of the humanitarian community, the UN and partners in Damascus require at least $73m in 

order to continue responding with life-saving assistance and protection services to those displaced from Afrin district 

to Nabul, Zahraa, Tall Refaat, Fafin, and surrounding communities.1 The Syria Humanitarian Fund recently allocated 

US $16.3 million to 21 projects to respond to people displaced from East Ghouta and Afrin, with 49 per cent of the 

budget to be allocated to Afrin. 

Situational Overview 
Following the military operations that began on 20 January, an estimated 137,070 individuals remain displaced from Afrin 

district to Tall Refaat, Nabul, Zahraa, and Fafin and other areas. While an estimated 150,000 people are currently estimated to 

stay inside Afrin district, including 50,000 in Afrin city, detailed information on the humanitarian situation is limited. Reports 

have been received, indicating that water supply through the network for Afrin town and surrounding communities was cut 

again in recent days, forcing civilians to buy water from private water trucking services at high prices. Electricity remains 

available only through communal and private generators, however, the availability of food supplies and bread is gradually 

improving. At least five bakeries are reportedly operational in Afrin town, and the district is being supplied with commercial 

bread from A’zaz sub-district and Idleb governorate. Indicative reports have been received of the establishment of local 

administration structures, which would also be involved in the provision of services to the local populations. UN cross-border 

convoys have so far delivered food and healthcare assistance for 20,000 people. 

 

The freedom of movement of IDPs in the Tall Refaat, Nabul, Zahraa, and Fafin areas remains restricted, and currently, IDP 

movements are only possible between the reception areas, while no return or onward movement has been permitted.  Despite 

earlier indications from the authorities that IDPs with property or family ties in Aleppo might be able to move towards the city, 

no such movement has been confirmed.   

 

Similarly, limited numbers of IDPs from Afrin who were in Aleppo city (mainly in the Sheikh Maqsoud area) when the military 

operations in Afrin started, are currently unable to return to their areas of origin. In areas of Aleppo in which static protection 

services are not yet established, protection actors continue to extend their support to the IDPs, through both mobile 

                                                      
 
1 This funding requirement does not include the amount required for the provision of assistance from the hub in Gaziantep. 
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interventions and outreach volunteers, while in other areas, IDPs are serviced through the Community Centre in the Ashrafiyeh 

area. According to periodical reports from sector partners, some 200 interventions are regularly provided to Afrin IDPs 

currently in Aleppo.  Humanitarian organizations continue to appeal to all parties in control of displacement areas and of Afrin 

district to adhere to their obligations under IHL and IHRL, and to allow internally displaced persons to return voluntarily, in 

safety and with dignity, to their homes or places of habitual residence, or to resettle voluntarily in another part of the country.   

If and when unimpeded IDP movements to areas of their choosing were to be permitted, the frequently reported lack of official 

civil documentation, due to loss or destruction, will become an issue. Currently, the fact that partners specialised in civil 

documentation have not been able to reach several areas of displacement makes it challenging to address and close this 

assistance gap.  

Mine Risk Education remains an additional concern, due to the level of contamination in rural areas of Tall Refaat where IDPs 

have settled, but also considering the possible return of IDPs/ informal IDP return movements to their areas of origin Afrin, 

where contamination levels are expected to be high. Humanitarian organizations continue to call on all parties, and those with 

influence over them, to protect civilians and civilian infrastructure, to ensure freedom of movement and to allow for safe, 

sustained and unhindered access by all humanitarian parties to provide life-saving assistance to all in need.  

 

Humanitarian partners report that supplies delivered through an inter-agency convoy to Tall Refaat on 25 March 2018 have 

now largely been exhausted. The joint UN/SARC inter-agency convoy had delivered multi-sectoral assistance (food, WASH, 

health, nutrition, NFIs) for 50,000 people in need. Humanitarian organizations continue to seek to mobilize additional resources 

to ensure that key assistance pipelines can be quickly replenished and sustained.  

 

The Syria Humanitarian Fund allocated US $16.3 million to 21 projects to respond to people displaced from East Ghouta and 

Afrin. This allocation will finance food and nutrition, water, sanitation and hygiene, health, shelter and core relief items in 

addition to providing protection services to people in need. Approved projects will respond to both the East Ghouta and Afrin 

emergencies with 49 per cent of the budget to be allocated to Afrin. 
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Humanitarian Response  

Shelter and NFIs 

Needs:  

• Most of the IDPs in the Tall Refaat area currently shelter in empty houses, most 

of which need doors, windows, and minor rehabilitation works for WASH 

facilities. As most IDPs only have verbal approval from the authorities to shelter 

in the abandoned houses, potential housing, land and property-related issues 

need to be taken into consideration before any shelter interventions can be 

undertaken in privately owned houses. 

• Some IDPs in Kafr Naya and Ziyara are in need of urgent shelter assistance. While 

some IDPs were provided with tarpaulin, this intervention is insufficient to meet their shelter with a view to adequacy 

and privacy. 

• In Nabul and Zahraa, IDPs are accommodated in IDP sites (mainly mosques and private halls), where there is also a 

need for partitions, noting that the authorities are planning to relocate IDPs in the collective settings in Nabul and 

Zahraa to the Tall Refaat area. 

• Based on IDP estimations and the identification from partners on the ground, 220,280 individuals (including Afrin 

figures) are in need of a variety of NFIs.  

Response: 

• Shelter partners have finished the installation of 213 shelter kits in mosques and 

hangars in Nabul and Zahraa. Through this intervention, partners have served 

426 IDP families, corresponding to 2,556 individuals.  

• Shelter partners are working on the assessment of five unfinished buildings in Tall 

Refaat to which IDPs might be relocated from Nabul and Zahraa, with a view to 

installing shelter kits. SARC assessed 711 houses in Tall Refaat and will start 

installing the shelter kits in the near future. 

• A total of 1,000 family tents has been delivered to Aleppo as a contingency measure. 

• So far, members of the NFI sector in the Damascus Hub distributed 437,824 various non-food items to the affected 

population in Nabul, Zahraa, Tall Refaat, Aleppo city and through the inter-agency convoy to Afrin. These NFIs included 

hygiene kits, plastic sheets, blankets, mattresses, kitchen sets, jerry cans, buckets, solar lamps, sleeping mats, children 

clothing kits, sleeping bags, winter clothes, diapers for children and the elderly and moquettes.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

• Many IDPs who are currently sheltering in empty houses have only verbal permission by the authorities to occupy 

these houses. This may create housing, land and property-related issues in the near future. 

• Lack of approvals for shelter partners is one of the constraints for shelter interventions. Additionally, the list of schools 

to be used as collective shelters in Tall Refaat is yet to be provided by the concerned authorities in Aleppo 

Governorate. 

• The local administration is planning to relocate the IDPs families from Nabul and Zahraa to Tal Refaat and surrounding 

areas, and therefore the planned shelter interventions in Nabul and Zahraa are on hold.  

• The lack of precise registration numbers for the IDPs is hindering reliable planning and could lead to a duplication of 

the required assistance. Similarly, constant population movement has led to a limited number of cases where 

assistance was sent to locations no longer hosting IDPs.    

• There is limited warehousing capacity for partners and SARC. 

• The available shelter items and current funding levels are not sufficient to respond or to maintain an adequate 

response to the shelter and NFI needs in the areas. 
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

• In some areas in Tall Refaat and the surrounding villages, the main water 

networks require urgent maintenance for the pumping centers. The failire of the 

network is currently causing water supply shortage at the household level in 

those areas. 

• IDPs in Nabul, Zahraa, Tall Refaat, and surrounding villages do not have sufficient 

showers/bathing facilities at their disposal. Recently shared reports indicate high percentages of lice-infestation 

amongst children. This particularly applies to IDPs in collective site settings, while IDPs in houses have better access 

to sanitation facilities. 

• In Afrin district, operational support and rehabilitation of available water systems, as well as updated data on water 

infrastructure in order to prioritize water facilities serving highly-populated communities are needed. 

Response: 

• A total of 157 public tanks of 5,000 liters-capacity were installed in Nabul, Zahraa, Tall Refaat and the surrounding 

villages by sector partners to secure an alternative water source. Another partner is conducting water trucking 

activities to ensure access to the minimum water requirements of 100,000 IDPs in the entire area, including the Al-

Shahbaa and Fafin Camps. 

• WASH items sufficient to serve 100,000 IDPs were delivered by sector partners to assist IDPs in maintaining their 

personal hygiene practices, with distributions currently ongoing. 

• Rehabilitation works of the water pumping centers is ongoing to restore water pumping activities to the entire IDP 

reception area. Sector partners support these works in cooperation with the Aleppo Water Establishment. 

• A partner is currently installing prefab latrines and showers in Fafin camp. 

• In Afrin town, cross-border organizations are providing daily solid waste management through 60 workers and 10 

trucks, for an estimated 45,000 beneficiaries. 

• In Jandairis town, cross-border partners are providing daily solid waste management in Jandairis city through 20 

workers and 4 trucks. Total beneficiaries 6,000 beneficiaries. 

• Partners distributed 1,000 immediate WASH response kits in Afrin, Mabatli and Sheikh Hadid towns. The total number 

of households that benefited from these distributions is 5,000 households (4,365 in Afrin, 310 Mabatli and 350 

Jandairis respectively) 

• Partners distributed 4,200 hygiene kits, 4,000 twenty-liter jerry cans and 4,000 fourteen-liter basins between 21 - 27 

April partially covering Afrin town and the other six sub-district centers and targeting a total of 20,000 beneficiaries.  

• Partners carried out repair work to three private wells. These wells now provide water at a subsidized price in Afrin 

town. 

• Partners distributed a total of 6,000 water bottles in Afrin and Jandairis towns, as well as Al-Mohammadieh IDP camp 

near Jandairis town, where IDPs from Rural Damascus are hosted 

 

Gaps and Constraints: 

• Solid waste management, including its collection and removal, remains a significant gap in Afrin district and the 

areas that received IDPs in Tall Refaat sub-district, and Nabul and Zahraa towns. 

• Regular maintenance and cleaning of the existing sanitation facilities in the IDP sites needs to be scaled up.  

• Blanket and regular distribution of hygiene kits for additional two months until local markets recover since most of 

hygiene items are not available at the local markets. 

• Hygiene and WASH NFIs kit distributions to newly arrived IDPs from Rural Damascus to Afrin district remain a gap. 

The absence of an IDPs/returnees tracking mechanism is a key challenge. 

• Vector control remains a significant gap that needs to be addressed.  
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 Food Security 

Needs:  

• The Food and Agriculture Sector strategy considers all newly displaced individuals 

as facing acute food insecurity and as being in need of immediate food assistance. 

  

Response:  

• The sector response aims to reach the displaced population within 72 hours of 

the onset of a crisis to cover their immediate food needs for a minimum of one 

to four weeks. When the IDPs have access to cooking facilities, regular monthly 

food assistance will be provided. 

• The immediate response that has been provided by the sector and other humanitarian partners to the IDPs since 30 

March 2018 is as follows: 28,350 ready-to-eat food rations, 3,000 canned food parcels, 5,000 food rations, 31,200 

liters of milk, 23,000 bread packs (daily) and hot meals for 20,000 individuals. Milk was distributed as an initial 

response to cover school-aged children within the families, with necessary measures were put in place to avoid the 

utilization of milk as a breast milk substitute. Moving forward, milk will be provided to children only through schools, 

once the schools become functional. 

• The sector is closely coordinating with two partners for the provision of hot meals. 

Gaps and Constraints: 

• There is a need to finalise the IDP registration process in order to identify and address any possible gaps in the 

response. 

• The collective kitchen in Tall Refaat started providing meals based on the assumption that additional funding would 

be received to ensure the kitchen’s continuity. However, this currently seems unlikely, leaving a critical gap for hot 

meal provision in Tall Refaat, Nabul and Zahraa IDP hosting sites and surrounding areas.  

 

Protection 

Needs:  

• Several missions of protection agencies to Tall Refaat and surrounding areas 

highlighted that protection risks continue to affect several categories of displaced 

population with specific needs hosted in collective shelters, in makeshift 

accommodation, in some IDP camps that have been set up near Tall Refaat and Fafin.  

• Protection needs remain associated with the lack of sufficient suitable accommodation 

and privacy; the lack of access to adequate services; the effects of earlier exposure to 

hostilities on the individuals; and the constricted options for IDPs in choosing their intended destination, including moving 

forward towards Aleppo city or return to Afrin.  

• Women and girls remain in need of specific services integrating GBV/ and reproductive health, including the distribution of 

dignity kits, given the lack of suitable services in areas of displacement. Such interventions can also contribute to foster an 

environment of trust where protection issues and GBV concerns may be disclosed and addressed. In addition, there have 

been reports on difficulties in adapting and in coexistence between IDP and hosting communities.  

• Persons with specific needs, notably older persons and persons with disabilities, continue to demand increased attention 

and support, particularly to improve their mobility and possibility to remain an integrated part of the communities.  

Response:  

• Protection actors from Aleppo continued their response in all areas of interventions. Three protection NGOs in Nabul, four 

NGOs in Zahraa, five NGOs and SARC in Tall Refaat, and mobile teams in Fafin are providing protection interventions to the 

displaced population.  Activities continue to be delivered through mobile facilities and mobile teams in Tall Refaat and 

surrounding areas, while in Nabul and Zahra the response is also relying on few existing static facilities already operating 

before the crisis.  
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• In Nabul and Zahara, IDPs continued to be supported from the existing static facilities run by two national protection 

partners. A Community Centre run by a national protection partner in Nabul continued to provide several integrated 

protection services, including documentation support. It is estimated that since the beginning of the emergency situation 

in mid-March, almost 1,400 interventions have been provided to persons with specific needs, including risk awareness, 

psychosocial first aid, and psychosocial support. Child protection activities in the areas have continued to rely on a child 

protection facility and on mobile teams already established in Nabul and Zahraa. More than 3,100 children have so far been 

reached with different child protection intervention, including recreational and psycho-social support activities; risk 

education; awareness raising on child protection in emergencies, including the prevention of family separation. In these 

areas, since mid-March, GBV partners have provided services and distributed sanitary napkins, male and female dignity kits 

to some 4,000 women and girls in need.  

• The response of the sector in Tall Refaat and surrounding rural villages continued to rely on mobile activities conducted 

through existing national partners based in Aleppo and authorized to work in the area. Partners operate in central Tall 

Refaat, as well as in Zyara, Kafr Naya, Oukiba, Tal Quira, Ebbin, Deir Jamal, Al Masara, and have recently started a limited 

mobile coverage in Fafin areas. Some 1,030 interventions have been provided in Tel Refaat and surrounding areas including 

risk awareness, sensitisation, some targeted material support to individuals with specific needs, including through the 

provision of mobility devices. One national partner recently approved to operate in the area is stepping up its response in 

Deir Jamal and Al Shaba IDP site, where protection needs had been identified as high in previous assessment missions. Child 

protection activities are implemented through one fixed facility and several mobile teams in several villages in the Tall 

Refaat area (Tal-Kraa, Maaret-AlMuslmieh, AlAhdath, Tal Susen, Babens, and Ghojar), as well as in the Deir Jamal and Fafin 

areas. Through the last week, some 4,817 children were supported with recreational activities, 700 with psycho-social 

activities, some 3,275 children and some 240 adults with risk education to support physical safety from hazard 

contamination. The GBV response in Tal Refaat and surrounding areas has been carried out by two national partners and 

SARC. More than 11,500 dignity kits and winterised kits for women (80%) and men were distributed in these locations, 

together with more than 14,000 sanitary napkins for women and girls of reproductive age. Mobile teams have also been 

active in providing a confidential and trusted avenue for awareness sessions, sensitisation session on GBV, including for 

male participants, as well as various forms of psychosocial support. Since the start of partners’ activities in these areas, 

some 1,811 women and girls and some 350 men and boys have been reached with these interventions.   

Gaps and Constraints: 

• The constraints on freedom of movement for IDPs in Tall Refaat to move towards Aleppo or to return to Afrin have not 

improved. Mobility in the Tall Refaat areas is not a constraint, unless hindered by the lack of documentation. However, no 

progress has been registered in the mobility towards Aleppo, despite some earlier indications by the authorities that both 

normal movement as well as medical evacuation might have been facilitated by the authorities, at least for those IDPs with 

linkages and properties in Aleppo.  

• High level advocacy remains essential with all parties in effective control of displacement areas as well as of Afrin and 

surrounding villages to adhere to basic principles of IHL and IHRL. This includes the right of IDPs not to be arbitrarily 

restricted in their choice of residence and destination and the right to return to their places of origin in Afrin in safety and 

without any fear of reprisal or discrimination.  

• The move of IDPs from Nabul and Zahraa towards Tall Refaat due to the availability of free accommodation continues to 

raise concern for the possible emergence of future disputes between legitimate owners and secondary occupants. Some 

forms of commitments by IDPs to vacate the properties that they have temporarily occupied in case of legitimate claims by 

the owners should be encouraged with the local authorities.  

• The lack of appropriate space to ensure adequate privacy and confidentiality remains an operational challenge for more in-

depth GBV consultations and interventions.  

• Various partners on the ground are addressing language barriers through the hiring of Kurdish speaking staff, particularly 

to allow proper access to children and older persons and – in general – for better interaction and trust-building with the 

communities.   

• There is an urgent need for fresh funding to allow protection actors to continue to respond and expand the protection 

services for the displaced population from Afrin. The current response occurs in conjunction with other competing 

emergencies in the country (e.g., East Ghouta, Idlib, North Hama, and North East Syria) but also with situations of protracted 

displacement as well as spontaneous IDP return movements. Those situations equally deserve attention and support. In 

the absence of adequate funding, the Afrin response is carved out from regular programming and causes a rapid depletion 

of such resources.  
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 Health 

Needs: 

• Acute diarrhea, upper respiratory infections and lice remain the most reported 

communicable diseases amidst the IDP population, in addition to suspected 

measles cases. 

• Limited referral services for critically ill or wounded patients who require further 

hospitalization and need to receive advanced health care services. 

• There is a lack of specialized and advanced healthcare facilities for patients with “neglected” health conditions 

(trauma, amputations, cancer, and congenital disabilities among infants, etc.), in addition to hemodialysis centers.  

• Reproductive health services for pregnant women, particularly for operative deliveries, are inadequate, and there is 

a lack of mental health and psycho-social support services for both children and adults.  

• A lack of sufficient medications for non-communicable diseases has been identified, and furthermore, suspected 

tuberculosis and leishmaniosis cases require further follow up. 

Response: 

• IDPs key locations are covered by health sector partners and daily contacts are established between partners and the 

responsible technical departments of the DoH. 

• 16 NGO-supported medical mobile teams and one NGO-supported public health clinic are providing essential health 

care services, including pediatrics and reproductive health care services to the displaced.  

• Six mobile clinics and six health facilities (DoH/SARC) have been mobilized through the support of the health sector. 

• A total 46,783 outpatient medical consultations are provided, as the service is available on a daily basis across the IDP 

locations. 

• Two shipments of health supplies (total of 2 tons) were delivered to SARC during the reporting period, in addition to 

three shipments of psychotropic medications that were delivered to SARC and two NGOs, sufficient for up to 2,383 

treatment courses. This is bringing the total number of supported delivered treatments to 170,000.  

• SARC facilitates the referral system to the Zahraa local hospital via four active ambulances, while the sector supported 

the secondary and tertiary health care of 53 referred cases, including obstetric deliveries.  

• 33 registered kidney failure patients are treated at the SARC Nubul dialysis center, as one specialist and two health 

workers were mobilized 

• Routine immunizations are active in five DoH fixed post in Nabul, Zahraa, Deir Jmal, Kafar Naya, and Meskan. 10,067 

children have been vaccinated with OPV, 634 with IPV, and 1,450 with measles as a rapid response to suspected 

measles cases in the area.  

• Coordination with DoH and SARC is ongoing to facilitate medical evacuations. Approval was received from MoFA to 

facilitate medical evacuations for IDPs who fled from Afrin and are currently in Nabul, Zahraa and surrounding villages 

to the city of Aleppo.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

• Newly accessible areas require a higher number of equipped mobile clinics/ambulances, to improve access to primary 

health care services. There are only limited health care options for patients with tuberculosis and leishmaniasis. 

• Suboptimal referral system and limitations in reaching Aleppo facilities are resulting in lengthy clearance procedures 

for the referral of sick and injured patients.  

• Family planning activities need to be enhanced through the distribution of contraceptives and reproductive health 

kits. 

• The current overcrowding in many locations, the situation in camps, and lack of hygiene in several IDP sites might be 

directly linked to an increased risk of potential outbreaks. There is a potential for an increase of vector-borne diseases 

across the IDP sites. 
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 Nutrition 

Needs:  

• People still have limited access to sustained essential nutrition services. Children 

under five years of age have signs of chronic malnutrition while health workers 

reported the presence of acute malnutrition cases amongst children and 

pregnant and lactating women. 

• Very poor practices of infant and young children feeding and the distribution of 

breastmilk substitutes, including artificial formula, by private charities have been 

observed, which due to poor hygiene and sanitation practices can put young 

children at the risk of diseases or death.  

• An urgent and comprehensive response is required to ensure sustainable access to quality services. 

• Since the beginning of the Afrin response, DoH and MSJM with UNICEF and WHO have supported the screening of 

approximately 4,542 children under five years of age and 344 pregnant and lactating mothers. A total of 35 children 

(25 moderate acute malnutrition and 10 severe acute malnutrition) and 23 pregnant and lactating mothers (moderate 

acute malnutrition) were diagnosed with acute malnutrition and are being enrolled in treatment courses.  

Response:  

• Sector partners, including DoH, MSJM, and SARC, through the support of UNICEF, WFP and WHO are providing life-

saving nutrition interventions in all sixteen IDP locations to children under five years of age and pregnant and lactating 

women.  

• With UNICEF support, DoH and MSJM deployed three mobile nutrition teams, and two fixed out therapeutic 

programme centres are providing preventive and curative nutrition services to mothers and children, including 

treatment for severe acute malnutrition amongst children. DoH, with the support of WFP, is providing treatment for 

moderate acute malnutrition to children under five and pregnant and lactating mothers. SARC with the support of 

UNICEF and WFP is providing high energy biscuits and plumpy doz to IDP children and mothers. 

• With UNICEF support, infant and young children feeding awareness sessions are conducted on a daily basis by MSJM, 

and so far, more than 5,666 women of childbearing age were reached by breastfeeding and complementary feeding 

education. 

• Between 12 and 20 April, three Nutrition partners deployed rapid response teams to provide curative and preventive 

nutrition activities to Afrin District. A total of 315 children between 6-59 months were screened for malnutrition using 

mid-upper arm Circumference (MUAC). Of the total, seven were found to be malnourished with moderate acute 

malnutrition MAM. No severe acute malnutrition cases were discovered. 126 pregnant and lactating women were 

screened for malnutrition, none of whom were found to be malnourished. All of them received IYCF messages.  

• Malnutrition proportion of children 6-59 months currently sits at 2.4%. In comparison with the WHO thresholds for 

malnutrition, this proportion is acceptable as it does not exceed 5%. Malnutrition proportion in pregnant and lactating 

women (PLW) is 0%.  

 

Gaps and Constraints: 

• DoH in Tall Refaat has a limited storage capacity and mobile teams have to retrieve their nutrition supplies from the 

DoH warehouse in Nabul and Al Zahraa at extra effort and cost. 

• More coordination is required between partners to respect the service mapping set by the sector and to avoid 

duplications. 

• Supply gaps in the Aleppo warehouse affecting all nutrition items have been identified- replenishment is already in 

process. 

• Constant movement of IDPs between reception areas makes follow up work with malnutrition cases very difficult. 

• The protection, promotion and support for infant feeding practices, including exclusive breastfeeding and 

complementary feeding practices, remain a challenge and need to be prioritized and scaled up.  
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 Education 

Needs:  

• As the estimated number of Out-Of-School-Children in need for support is around 

40,000, while the targeted children in the immediate response is around 5,000 

children.  

• There are 17 schools used as IDPs shelters in Tall Refaat and its surrounding 

villages; there is no possibility to hold any educational activities in the shelters as 

they are overcrowded; while another seven schools are empty and in need for 

rehabilitation. 

• Around 1,043 displaced children have been enrolled in schools in Nabul and Zahraa, where the IDPs are 

accommodated, while until now no education activities being in camps and collective shelters.  

• Most of the children have been out of schools for 3-5 years, while those who have been reporting to schools to grades 

1-4 were studying the Kurdish curriculum only, and 5-12 graders were studying in Kurdish and Arabic 

• According to a rapid assessment conducted by the Directorate of Education in Aleppo and UNICEF, there are around 

800 students of 9th and 12th grades who need support to sit for official exams. 

• A further in-depth assessment is required to understand the status of school-aged children, their educational needs, 

if they were in schools and how many have been out of school before displacement occurred. 

Response:  

• Education sector members are currently expanding education awareness and promotion campaigns in Nabul, Zahraa 

and Tall Refaat areas. The plan includes activities to promote education messages through Back-to-Learning posters, 

and to encourage re-enrolment of students in formal schools.  

• The sector intervention plan includes minor repairs for schools, the provision of remedial classes using self-learning 

materials, and the distribution of educational supplies and furniture.  

Gaps and Constraints: 

• MOE approvals that remain pending are delaying the response to the needs of school-aged children.  

• The lack of learning spaces and functioning schools is affecting any expansion of the response, particularly as schools 

remains used as shelters.  

• Space to set up temporary learning spaces to hold Education in Emergencies activities in the shelters is still not 

available as shelters are overcrowded. 

• The language barrier of school-aged children will have to be addressed. Children of younger age do not or struggle to 

speak and learn in Arabic. 

 

40,000 
Out-of-school 

children are estimated to be in 

need of support 

For further information, please contact:  

Kristele Younes, Head of OCHA Syria, younes4@un.org 

Trond Jensen, Head of OCHA Turkey, jensen8@un.org 

Linda Tom, Public Information Officer, toml@un.org 
 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org and www.reliefweb.int.  

  


