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Highlights 
 

The humanitarian situation in Burkina Faso was worsened in the last few months due to 
the deterioration of the security situation, especially in the Est, Boucle du Mouhoun and 
Hauts-Bassins regions. On 31 December 2018, the Government declared the 
“emergency” status in 14 provinces in six out of 13 regions (Sahel, North, Centre-Est, 
Hauts-Bassins, Boucle du Mouhoun and Est). On 1 January 2019, armed men attacked 
Yirgou village in the Centre-North region, killing 6 people. This precipitately turned into 
inter-ethnic/community conflicts, reportedly killing 47 people (OCHA Sitrep, 6 January 
2019). 

• The number of IDP is growing exponentially. The “Yirgou crisis” led to at least 6,103 
new internally displaced populations (IDPs) from the Sahel and Centre-North 
regions (January 6, 2019, OCHA), totaling 54,000 IDPs (estimated 57% children and 
51% women/girls, OCHA). A joint evaluation mission is planned mid-January.  

• The persisting insecurity continues to affect the access to social services. As of 21 
December 2018, 844 primary, post-primary and secondary schools were closed in 
the East, Sahel, Center-Nord and Nord regions, affecting more than 100,000 school 
children (Ministry of Education). Ministry of Education with UNICEF’s support has 
developed a strategy on Emergency in Education (EiE) which is under validation.  

• As of December 2019, 14 health centers in the Sahel region were closed or not fully 
operational, affecting the access to health services of over 105,000 population (6 
January, OCHA).  

• Between September and mid-December, 35,781 children with severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) were admitted and treated across 1,955 health centers in the 
country (94,630 new SAM admissions since January 2018 to mid-December 2018).  

• The funding gap against HAC 2018 revised appeal has remained at 67 per cent.  

 
 

HAC indicators 2018  

UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

Target 
2018 

Results* 
Target 
2018 

Results* 

Children < 5 years old with SAM admitted 
into therapeutic feeding  

187,177 94,630 187,177 94,630 

Children aged 6-23 months benefiting from 
IYCF services 

400,000 234,703 400,000 234,703 

Affected people having sustainable access 
to drinking water and adequate sanitation  

50,000 7,992 50,000 31.571 

Children affected by humanitarian situations 
having access to formal/informal education 

150,000 297,995** 150,000 297,995** 

Children attending education in a classroom 
where the teacher has been trained in 
psychosocial support 

150,000 293,357 150,000 293,357 

Children having access to child-
friendly spaces  

 

 

5,000 4,301 4,301 2,100 

 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 

Funds 
received 
current 
year  : 
$11M

Funding 
gap: 

$24.5M

Carry-forward 
amount: $0.88M

Funding status 2018 *

*Funds available includes funding 
received for the current appeal 
year as well as the carry-forward 

2018 funding 
requirement: 

$36M 
(revised HAC 

appeal) 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS 
 

789,296  
# of children in need of humanitarian 
assistance 

954,315  
# of people in need 
(OCHA March 2018) 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2018  
(revised HAC) 
US$ 36 million) 
 
Including:  

- Education: 6.88 million  
- Nutrition: 14.9 million  
- WASH: 2.65 million 

 
 
 
 

 
 
31 October 2018 
 

789,296  
# of children in need of humanitarian 
assistance 

954,315  
# of people in need 
(OCHA March 2018) 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2018  
(revised HAC) 
US$ 36 million) 
 
Including:  

- Education: 7.6 million  
- Nutrition: 24.4 million  
- WASH: 3.1 million 

 
 
 
 

 

October-December 2018  
 
September 2018 

*Results are between January-December 2018. **The number represents the out-of-school children who 
gained access to formal or non-formal education including those who were integrated in schools that are 
implementing the “safe school strategy.”  
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 
 
Security situation: As of December 31, 2018, 196 security incidents (attacks) were registered, including 208 deaths 
and 163 injured. The number of security incidents has almost doubled compared to 2017, an increase from 65 
incidents in 2017 to 196 in 2018, including 208 deaths (OCHA, 31 December 2018). During the reporting period, 95 
attacks by armed groups, including attacks to schools, were recorded across the country, especially in six regions. As 
the security situation escalates, an increased access constraint is a growing of the humanitarian community to ensure 
timely assistance to affected population.  
 
Education: In the Est, Sahel, 
Centre-North, North and Boucle 
du Mouhoun regions, attacks and 
threats resulted in closure of 844 
schools 1  (primary, post-primary 
and secondary levels), affecting 
100,398 children including 47,305 
girls (Ministry of Education, 21 
December 2018). Although 
teacher unions’ strikes 
sometimes played a role in 
closing of schools, they were 
closed mainly due to insecurity. 
At least of 98,471 children (43079 
girls) are deprived their rights to 
education. Among the five 
regions, the Sahel (409 schools 
closed), Est (191) and North (140) 
regions remained the most 
affected ones in terms of the number of schools closed. Between October and December, violent attacks have 
especially aggravated in the East region, where a growing number of schools were closed.   

Nutrition: The nutritional situation of under 5 children remains of concern in Burkina Faso. In September 2018, 
UNICEF and other partners supported the Government with the National Nutrition Survey using the SMART 
methodology. The preliminary results show the prevalence of MAG at 8.4 per cent against 8.6 for 2017, while the 
prevalence of stunting has increased from 21.2 per cent in 2017 to 25 per cent in 2018.  The Sahel and Plateau-central 
regions recorded the highest acute malnutrition rates (3.1 and 2.8 per cent, respectively). The key challenge for 2019 
would be the provision of quality nutrition screening and treatment services at community level, especially in the 
conflict-affected zones, to reach estimated 106,453 new SAM cases, equivalent to 80 per cent of the national burden 
in 2019 (SMART survey 2018/HAC 2019).   

Refugees and IDPs: As of December 2018, Burkina Faso hosts 25,107 refugees (over 59 per cent are children, 98.3 
per cent are from Mali) of which 96.3 per cent are in the Sahel region, specifically in the Mentao and Goudoubo 
refugee camps and in surrounding host communities (UNCHR, December 2018). Over 59% are children. This number 
has slightly increased compared to the 23,928 during the previous reporting period, likely due to persisting insecurity 
in Mali and the border areas. In addition, due to repeated attacks and threats by armed groups, 47,029 IDPs were 
registered (57% children) including 2,994 new IDPs between October and December (OCHA, December 2018). More 
than 98 % are displaced in the Sahel region.  

 

 

                                                        
1 This number includes post-primary schools which were closed. The OCHA data in the infographic above did not include this number as the data was not 
available as of end December 2018.  
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Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
• Nutrition is one of the four priority pillars for the Humanitarian needs overview (HNO). As the lead agency of the 

Nutrition sector, UNICEF played a critical role in developing the HNO in collaboration with other partners and 
OCHA. UNICEF also contributed to the development of the Emergency and resilience response plan (PUR) 2019 
under the overall coordination of OCHA. During the period from October to December 2018, UNICEF had 
organized monthly coordination meetings with all technical and financial partners. 

• As the lead agency of the partners’ group in Education, UNICEF is closely monitoring the situation of closure of 
schools weekly by compiling the information from the education authorities both at central and regional levels 
and sharing the data with humanitarian actors. As the co-lead of the Education in Emergency group, UNICEF in 
collaboration with Ministry of Education is currently mapping NGOs, associations and UN agencies working in 
the affected regions with the aim to strengthen coordination of interventions in EiE.  

• Regarding child protection, UNICEF supported at national level, the creation of a sub-working group on child 
protection in emergencies under the overall National child protection working group. This group will facilitate a 
better coordination between actors especially for responses in favor of the IDPs. In the Sahel region, UNICEF 
scaled up its leadership in Child Protection in emergencies in collaboration with UNHCR and partners under the 
coordination of the Regional child protection work group. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy  

UNICEF-Burkina Faso strives to reduce vulnerabilities to humanitarian situations and contributing to sustainable 
peace through a community-based approach to resilience, in partnership with the Government and humanitarian 
actors at central and decentralized levels. During the reporting period, UNICEF continued to support the Government 
with scaling up of the Safe School Strategy, the Community-Led Total Sanitation and IYCF counseling sessions in 
communities through mother-to-mother support groups, targeting nursing mothers and pregnant women. These 
strategies are meant to bring quality services to communities, but also to contribute to increased resilience of the 
local population in fragile regions. While ensuring the implementation of these strategies in emergency settings, 
UNICEF also introduced some innovative strategies to respond to emergencies. During the last trimester, UNICEF, 
together with Ministry of Education, launched the Radio-based education program to support learning of children 
affected by closure of schools. The radio broadcasting started in December 2018, targeting 124,545 children (60,384 
girls) in the Sahel region. The CO with technical supports from the regional office is testing the effectiveness of this 
innovation with a small sample of 67 children. In terms of emergency preparedness, the Country Office signed a 
standby agreement with the Burkinabe Red Cross and Action Contre la Faim (ACF) to ensure timely and rapid 
responses in Sahel and East regions at the time of emergency.  
 

Summary analysis of the Programme Response   
 
Nutrition: Identification of children with SAM was intensified through 
the integration of a SAM screening in routine child survival campaigns 
such as the Vitamin A supplementation/deworming and the Seasonal 
Malaria Chemoprophylaxis distributions. During the reporting period 
(from September to mid-December 2018), 35,781 new SAM cases were 
admitted and treated with UNICEF’s support. From January to mid-
December 2018, a total of 94,630 SAM children were admitted for 
treatment in 1,955 health facilities, representing the 50.6 per cent of the 
estimated SAM caseload for 2018. The low coverage indicates the less-
intensity of the food and nutrition insecurity in Burkina Faso than initially 
forecasted and linked to the insufficient number of community health workers to ensure the full coverage of 
screening in communities especially in conflict-affected zones (Sahel and East regions). The SAM performance 
indicators remained satisfactory based on the SPHERE minimum standard: SAM cure rate was 91 per cent (standard: 
>75 per cent) while SAM mortality rate was 2.1 per cent (<10 per cent) and a defaulter rate was 6.8 per cent (< 15 per 
cent) (data source: MoH). With regards to Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) programme, activities were 
extended to three new regions, reaching 234,703 lactating women with children under 2-year-old in six regions: Nord, 
Sahel, Est, Plateau Central, Cascades and Sud-Ouest regions. Under-achievement of this indicator against the HAC 
target was due to the funding gap and delay in the implementation given that extending the IYCF interventions in 

UNICEF Burkina Faso/2018/Tarpilga 
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three new regions (Cascades, Sud-Ouest ant plateau-central regions) required extra time for identifying and setting 
up a new partnership with NGO implementing partners.   
 
Education: The number of schools closed has 
significantly increased from 92 in January 2018 to 844 
schools as of 21 December 2018, affecting 100,398 
(including estimated 47,305 girls: MoE). In response, 
UNICEF accelerated the implementation of the Safe 
School strategy through a partnership with NGOs 
and the Government to strengthen resilience in 
schools. During the reporting period, approximately 
1,000 new schools in the Sahel, North, Centre-Nord, 
and Boucle de Mouhoun regions had implemented 
the Safe school strategy supported by NGOs. 
Students and teachers in these schools analysed risks 
and developed a response or mitigation plan. Since 
January 2018, 1,400 schools in six regions bordering 
Mali implemented this strategy. A total of 293,357 
students (128,010 girls) in these schools attended 
classes where teachers were trained in psycho-social supports and benefited from risk analysis and mitigation. 
UNICEF also supported 16,663 out-of-school children including 8208 girls with the access to formal (including pre-
school) or non-formal education through catch-up classes, accelerated schooling strategy and communication 
campaigns in the Sahel, East and Centre North regions. Of those, 15,238 children (7633 girls) were enrolled in the 
schools that are implementing the Safe school strategy. Taken together, the total number of children who gained 
access to formal or non-formal education (safe school or not) since January 2018 is estimated at 297,995 children 
(130,345 girls), including 282,137 children reached during the reporting period.  Among them, 6,095 were refugee 
children (including 3,294 girls) who attended the schools located in two refugee camps and host communities, also 
implementing the safe school strategy. Increase in the number of beneficiaries has been exponentially because of the 
back-to-school in October when the implementation of the Safe school strategy was accelerated by teachers who 
had been trained during the summer vacation. 
 
During the reporting period, UNICEF supported the national capacity development in EiE through supporting the 
participation of two technical staff from Ministry of Education to the training on humanitarian needs assessment 
organized by UNICEF’s HQ and WCARO in Dakar. In the current humanitarian context characterized by a growing 
number of schools closed and of IDPs, UNICEF and the MoE are finalizing the EiE strategy to better address the 
educational needs of children in the affected regions.  For this, the Accelerated Schooling Strategy, originally 
designed for out-of-school children in non-emergency situations, was considered as relevant to the current 
emergency if this can be implemented in a secured place with a possibility of mobilizing students from the zones of 
insecurity. UNICEF and partners are also experimenting adjustment and adaptation of this strategy for children in 
koranic schools which currently offer religious instructions only, but a possibility of combining it with the normal 
school curriculum. Implementing this new strategy in Koranic schools could attract more parents to send their 
children to schools that are less likely to become target by extremists’ activities.  
 
Child Protection: During the reporting period, UNICEF, through partnership with the Red Cross Burkina Faso and 
Danish Refugee Council (DRC), started the implementation of protection services to internally displaced children 
including preventive activities and psychosocial support in the Nord and Sahel regions. UNICEF continued to support 
psychosocial supports delivered by two NGO partners (Red Cross Burkina Faso and CN-AEJTB) to 159 Malian refugee 
children in the camps and host communities in the Sahel region, bringing the total number of beneficiaries to 3,621 
children (1,769 girls) since January 2018. Among those, 59 children including 31 girls are living with disabilities. In the 
host communities, 5,404 children including 2,402 girls received psychosocial support and emergency care according 
to their specific needs through community-based child friendly spaces. With this, the total number of children 
benefited through community safe spaces reached 9,036 since the beginning of the year. In the refugee camps and 
host communities, 707 adolescents including 396 girls received life skills education on peace building, citizenship and 
child rights during the reporting period.  
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Meanwhile, nearly 1,961 parents and caregivers (including 1,440 women) were directly reached though periodic 
educative talks on parenting as a part of the humanitarian response in the Sahel region (data from April to November). 
A total of 5,470 persons (including 2,726 women) in humanitarian situations benefited from GBV risk mitigation 
interventions through UNICEF-supported programmes during the reporting period. Given the growing number of 
IDPs and unaccompanied or separated children, ongoing efforts to set up a new online Child Protection Information 
Management System (CPIMS)+, accompanied by capacity development of social workers on the case management 
approach, will greatly benefit as a part of the CP emergency preparedness. 
 
WASH: UNICEF continued to lead the humanitarian coordination in WASH, convening two sectoral meetings to 
update on the 4W (Who-What-Where-When) strategic document and the sectoral contingency plan. With OCHA’s 
support, a dedicated WASH web portal was created to show in real time, the actors and interventions in WASH 
(https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/burkina-faso/water-sanitation-hygiene). Also, in 
collaboration with the UNICEF WCARO, Bioforce and Oxfam, the CO organized a cholera training with 25 national 
participants in October 2018.  The combined funding contribution from all partners supported the access to 31,571 
Male: 15,154 Female: 16,417) from which 23,579 during the reporting period) emergency-affected people to drinking 
water and adequate hygiene and sanitation. Due to a large funding gap WASH’s results against the targets were 
under-achieved. Focus in 2019 is to carry out an WASH humanitarian needs assessment and speeding up the 
emergency responses targeting growing number of IDPs in Sahel, North, Central north and East regions.  

Funding 
In line with the inter-agency Strategic Response Plan 2018 and based on the revised targets for 2018, UNICEF is 
requesting US$ 36,147,000 to meet the humanitarian needs of children in Burkina Faso. The funding gap as of end 
2018 represents 67 per cent (24.3 million) of the revised HAC appeal 2018. WASH sector has the largest funding gap 
of 86 per cent. The nutrition sector received the most funding although with a large funding gap of 62 per cent based 
on the HAC appeal 2018. UNICEF Burkina Faso would like to recognise the generous contributions from key partners 
including Canada, CERF, Denmark, ECHO, Japan, Norway, Sweden, and USAID/Food for Peace. In addition, UNICEF 
recognises the flexible and unearmarked funding received through the Global Humanitarian Thematic Fund. 
 

 Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of HAC 2018 for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector 

Original 
Requirements (US$) 

Revised 
Requirements (US$) 

(i) 

Funds available (US$)  Funding gap  

Funds Received in 
2018  

Carry-Over  US$ %  

Nutrition 20,000,000 24,400,000 9,188,485 283,938 14,927,577 61.2% 

Health  130000 130000 120,000 122,844 0 0 

WASH  2410000 3100000 324,499 122,844 2,652,657 86% 

Child Protection  917000 917000 819,391 148,495 0 0 

Education  7600000 7600000 508,525(ii) 206,779 6,884,697 91% 

Total 31,057,000 36,147,000 10,960,900 884,900 24,464,931 67% 
i. Revised requirements according to HAC mid-year review 2018. Figures have been updated for the end of year Sitrep to reflect the different resources provided 
generously by donors for activities outlined in the 2018 HAC for Burkina Faso. 
ii. In addition to the emergency resources reported in the table above, UNICEF received other resources aimed at interventions in emergency/resilience building in 
Education including: US$3,468,153 from Denmark and US$928,000 from Norway (both targeting the Sahel region).  

     
 
 

UNICEF Burkina Faso Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNICEF-Burkina-Faso-1457264214526173/?ref=hl   
UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html 
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http://www.unicef.org/appeals/index.html
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Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMMEME RESULTS 

                                                        
2 This indicator was newly added to HAC reporting following the emergency Measles epidemic in March 2018.   
3 This includes results of UNICEF: 7,992; ACF: 11,529, CICR: 7,500 and CRLux: 4550 
4 Results obtained in 2018 was zero due to the funding gap for WASH sector but also linked to the office’s strategic shift to focus on behavioural change 
interventions rather than distribution of kits which is costly but less effective if the intervention is not accompanied by C4D activities.  
5 Figures based on implementing partners' progress reports. Despite funding gaps for the WASH response, significant achievements were reported as hygiene 

messages were integrated into IYCF counselling sessions (funded by nutrition programme donors) in the Sahel and East regions.   
6 The number represents the out-of-school children who gained access to formal or non-formal education through different UNICEF-supported interventions 
including children with disabilities and refugees. Majority of these students were enrolled in the schools that are implementing the “safe school strategy.”  

Indicators  
Overall 
needs 

UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response   

2018  

Target 

Total 
Results* 

Change 
since last 

report ▲▼ 

 2018 

Target  
Total 

Results 

Change 
since last 

report ▲▼ 

NUTRITION       

Children < 5 years old with SAM admitted 
into therapeutic feeding programmeme 

187,177 187,177* 94,630 ▲35,781 187,177* 94,630 ▲35,781 

Children aged 6-23 months benefiting 
from Infant and Young Child Feeding 
services 

400,000 400,000 234,703 ▲132,439 400,000 234,703 ▲132,439 

HEALTH 

Households in affected area receiving two 
insecticide-treated bed nets (ITNs) 

- 2500 3145  - - - 

Children < 5 immunized for measles 2 1,198,270 1,198,270 1,198,270 - - - - 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Number of people having access to drinking 
water (in humanitarian situation) 

55,500 30,000 7,992 0 50,000 31,571 ▲23,579 3 

Number of people being provided with 
sanitation services (in humanitarian 
situation) 

55,500 30,000 7,992 0 50,000 31,571 ▲23,579 

Number of children aged 6 - 59 months with 
SAM complications benefiting from WASH 
kit and hygiene 4  

187,177 24,000 0 - 24,000 0 0 

Mothers/caregivers received key hygiene 
messages 

24,000 24,000* 116,517 ▲116,517 5 24,000* 116,517 ▲116,517 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Children reached with psychosocial 
support through child friendly 
spaces/other safe spaces 

11,000 11,000* 12,657 ▲5,563 11,000* 12,657 ▲5,563 

Children provided with access to safe 
community spaces for socialization, play 
and learning 

5,000 5,000* 4,301 ▲2,201 11,000* 4,301 ▲2,201 

# of Unaccompanied children reunified 
with their biological families 

100 100 65  100 65  

EDUCATION 

Number of boys and girls (3 to 17 years) 
affected by crisis accessing quality 
education (including through temporary 
learning structures) 

150,000 150,000* 297,995 6 ▲282,137 150,000* 297,995 ▲282,137 

Number of boys and girls (3 to 17) affected 
by crisis attending education in a classroom 
where the teacher has been trained in 
psychosocial support 

150,000 150,000* 293,357 ▲277,499 150,000* 293,357 ▲277,499 

Number of boys and girls (3 to 17) affected 
by crisis attending education in a classroom 
where the teacher has been trained in 
Conflict/DRR 

150,000 150,000* 293,357 ▲277,499 150,000* 293,357 ▲277,499 

* UNICEF targets are the same with cluster targets in nutrition, education and child protection. UNICEF leads the Nutrition and education working group in emergency and is 

co-leading Child protection in emergency group with UNFPA.  
* UNICEF targets are the same with cluster targets in nutrition, education and child protection. UNICEF leads the Nutrition and education working group a is co-lead with 

UNFPA for child protection  
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