
West Coast of India
A very severe cyclonic storm with winds
gusting up to 185 km per hour began
making landfall on the Gujarat coast
Monday night. Over 1.5 lakh people have
been evacuated safely in the state.

Cyclone Tauktae: At 9.30pm (17th May),
the extremely severe cyclonic storm
Tauktae lay centered at north-east
Arabian Sea, 35 km east-southeast of
Diu. Current intensity is 160-170 kmph
near the centre. Landfall process has
begun with forward sector of eye
entering into the land. It would take
about three hours to complete the
landfall (IMD).
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Lives lost - >12

Houses damaged - >350

Relocation - > 2 lakh

People missing - >24

Animal deaths - >4



• The government took stock of the situation and reported death of 6 people and
17 injured in Maharashtra as Cyclone Tauktae, intensifying into an “extremely
severe cyclonic storm.
• The airport was shut through the day and the Bandra-Worli sea link closed, as
was the city monorail service. Temporary shelters have been set up across the
city.
• Nearly 13,300 people were evacuated from danger zones across the state till
around 6 pm.
• 193 COVID-19 patients admitted in a makeshift centre in Mumbai's Bandra-Kurla
Complex had been shifted to other BMC-run hospitals due to the heavy rains that
lashed the city.
• The police have been asked to maintain close coordination with the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation officials ward-wise to implement mitigation
measures.
• The Indian Navy on Monday deployed three of its frontline warships to rescue
over 400 people onboard two barges off the Mumbai coast as cyclone Tauktae
roared up the western coast. Navy officials said 38 people out of 137 onboard
'GAL Constructor' were rescued under extreme weather conditions and very
rough seas. 

• Over 1.5 lakh people have been evacuated safely in the state. 
• Operations at Ahmedabad's Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport
remain suspended from 7:30 pm on May 17 to 5 am on May 18.
• Gujarat CM Shri reviewed the situation in the coastal Valsad and Gir Somnath
districts through telephonic hotline from the State Control Centre late in the night
and directed the collectors to deal with the situation with 'Zero Casualty'
approach. PM spokr to CM on the related situation and preparedness in the State
and assured all assistance and support from the Centre.
• In the wake of Tauktae, CM announced the suspension of Corona vaccination
drive for the next two days i.e. May 17 & 18 - Monday & Tuesday, and urges
citizens to remain indoors considering the possibility of heavy rains along with
cyclone in the state. 
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Rainfall warning for Gujarat: IMD

Mumbai Police in relief activities

Awareness conducted by NDRFNDRF clearing obstructions in Diu
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NGO Preparedness and Response

Gujarat IAG has mapped available resources like field staffs, volunteers and pre-positioned relief items.
IAG is identifying risky areas as per secondary data report.
Unicef, IAG and Sphere India jointly prepared  action plan to go for JRNA and other support.
URS has been generated as per the guidance from IAC committee.
IAG Gujarat is closely monitoring the situation and disseminating information on the Cyclone and conducted
emergency meeting with its member organizations on 17th May, 2021.
The NGOs are also utilizing their volunteer base to create search and rescue teams as well as teams that can
perform damage assessment. A few NGOs have also indicated their capacity to arrange food packets and
engage in response if the situation arises. Moreover, some organizations have also had meetings with the
district collector where they have been asked to extend support if required. 
Many national organizations are coordinating with local NGOs to assess the situation and offering support. 
World Vision India has pre-positioned stock of food, hygiene etc. support, in case of need it can be used for
relief. Goonj, CASA, Humanitarian Aid International and many other national level organizations have joined
IAG meeting and offer all possible support. 
HelpAge India has base team of 27 persons and 100 plus volunteers in these affected areas, which can be
supportive in health coordination and support inclusive groups. 
Major crop damage is expected, hence NGOs will also take situation of local farmers and connect them with
support and assistance.
Humanitarian Aid International has offered technical support in assessment if needed. 
Unicef Gujarat Office is ready to support in case assessment, coordination and other support required. 
Ongoing GP level COVID project will be integrated in these areas. 
IAG is going to establish district level coordination networks so that there is constant communication between
the district authorities and NGOs. One or two focal NGOs can be identified from each district which can unify
the efforts being taken by other organizations in the district as well as the government measures that are
already in place. This will help in avoiding duplication of efforts and give a unified direction to the response
efforts. Since India is battling the second wave of the pandemic it is necessary to ensure that a minimum level
of sanitation and access to screening and testing measures are ensured in the cyclone shelters identified. It is
often observed that there are many cyclone shelters that are either run by the government or privately. Hence,
it is necessary that the needs of people arising in such camps are discussed so that appropriate support can be
either provided or taken. Moreover, it is also necessary that such shelters are accessible and take care of the
special needs of those who are vulnerable such as pregnant women, the elderly and people with disability. It is
also necessary to understand if there are any measures taken for food supply and evacuation for animals that
are under risk. This could include livestock as well as companion animals. The cyclone shelters where people at
risk have been evacuated should be regularly updated about the situation of their village as well as the cyclone.
This will help in providing psychological relief and also help in avoiding panic.
Humanitarian Aid International has offered support to local NGOs for engaging indamage and impact
assessment with the help of drones. This can provide assistance to assess the ground level faster so that
necessaryresponse can be provided more effectively.
 

Maharashtra 

Gujarat 

Maha PECONET (GO-NGO Platform) has kept Mumbai Palghar and Raigad COVID-19 response closed for next
two days and keeping close watch on situation, and ready to response in case required. 
UNICEF is in contact with Government & partners for possible technical support in preparedness, response and
damage assessment activities at the state level. 
One UNICEF consultant is stationed at the State Emergency Operation Center from and has put in place an IMIS
for data collection from the districts and talukas. 
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Situation at District Level
District Porbandar

On 15th May 2021, the district collector of Porbandar held a meeting with the officials of the district
administration regarding the precautionary measures against COVID-19and the possible cyclone. In this,
operations were reviewed and necessary instructions were given. The meeting was also attended by
representatives of Kharwa community. They were also instructed by the collector to evacuate from low lying
areas, not to allow any fisherman to go to the sea and to call back those who havealready gone.
Manavta Trust is an organization that has not only been active in the district, but is also actively preparingfor
the cyclone. As per the instruction’s issues by the Collector of Porbandar, the households near coast are
being evacuated. People living in huts and kuccha houses have also been evacuated. Arrangements for food,
water, etc., have been made at the place where these evacuated people are being taken. Alternate
arrangements for continuous and stable electricity supply are also being done by the Electricity Department.
In case of a power loss, the department is prepared to bring it back. NDRF teams, Police teams and Home
Guard have also begun patrolling. Covid patients also have a health team that will look after them for the
duration of the cyclone,and the resourcesrequired by the team to do so are being arranged. Currently, these
patients are a priority for the district. There is a team of 20 to 30 Swayam Sevaks of the Manavta Trust who
have been prepared for rescue work in thedistrict if need arises. The signals are constantly being monitored
and other guidelines or notices being issued by the government are also being kept track of, followed as well
as circulated.

District Kutch
In Kutch, evacuation of people under risk to cyclone shelters has already started. These people are also
being screened for Covid-19 and being shifted to separate shelters. Peoplefrom coastal villages in Abdasa
taluka are also being evacuated. Hoardings and banners in Mandvi taluka were also taken down  as a
precautionary measure. Arrangements are also made for food, water and other necessities in the shelter in
Gopalpuri of Gandhidham Taluka. A separate trauma ward has been created in GK General hospital in view
of Cyclone alert. It received one liquid oxygen tanker today. This gives the hospital oxygen equivalent to
around 1500 loose cylinders. 
Setu Abhiyan who has been active in the district for a long time has been actively making preparations in the
district for the cyclone. An assessment report of the impact of the cyclone on the district has also been
made in collaboration with SEEDS, India. A guideline has been issued and circulated regarding following of
COVID protocolswhile responding to the cyclone. There are private hospitals that have COVID patients and
to not let their treatment get hampered by the cyclone, they have been asked to procure generators. Those
who are unable to procure it can also ask for help and alternatively, the patients from those hospitals can be
referred to another hospital. For a similar reason 45 patients from Maska Hospital of Mandvi Taluka have
been shifted to another hospital in Bhuj. Hospitals in Mundra Talukahave also added 100 beds for
unexpected Covid patients. Kutch is not supposed to be severely affected and according to the predictions,
it is only supposed to receive heavy rainfall. There is expected to be a certain levelof risk for salt pan
workers though.The overall situation in Kutch is currently manageable because basic preparations have
been made and JCBs have also been arranged. SDRF and NDRF teams have also evacuated families who
were close to the coast. Meetings have taken place with the Sarpanch and other GP leaders, and ration kits
have been prepared.   
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Situation at District Level
District Bhavnagar

Four coastal talukas are under the risk of cyclone which are Mahuva, Gogha, Talaja and Bhavnagar. 14 villages
have been identified which are located within one kilometre from the coast. 6700 people have been identified
as the affected population. Nine cluster teams have been arranged and appointed at the coast lines which
will help in evacuation as well. 72 Shelter homes have also been identified with necessary arrangements of
food, water and electricity. These shelter homes will be sanitized regularlyand efforts will be made to
maintain covid-protocol. Pregnant women have also been identified who will be evacuated to medical
facilities and necessary kits have also been prepared for them.
According to Utthan Organization, the collector has issued alerts in 42 villages asking them to maintain
cooperation and precaution. In the areas of Ghogha, Kaotda and Koliyak, nine number signals have also been
put up which indicates that the storm has become severe. People in Mahuva and Bhandariya have been
asked to evacuate as well. Moreover, control room numbers have also been shared. Heavy winds are being
faced in Bhavnagar. Utthan Organization has indicated that it is in regular contact with the GP leaders of the
villages in which they work. Utthan is making continuous efforts to create awareness and alert the
communities in which they work as well as the nearby villages. A need arising here is the availability of oxygen
and other arrangements for covid patientsat the PHC or CHC level.

District Bharuch

Four In Bharuch, people who are under risk have been evacuated to safer places.The cyclone shelters have
also been visited by the collector to assess the situation and to ensure that the pandemic relatedprotocol is
being followed.
Care India is working in the district of Bharuch. Care India is engaged in creating awareness among the public
through the use of audio messages. These audio messages are able to cover 60 villages and a population of
around 2000 people. These audio messages are being used to create awareness about the precautions that
needs to be taken. Care India also has a volunteer network of 200 people who have been kept on standby.
This team of volunteers are also supporting the government in coordination. The area is already experiencing
heavy winds and rainfall. Police has also started patrolling to warn people and to assess the situation. There
are cases of trees falling down and damage to kaccha houses as well. Around 150-200 people have also been
evacuated by the government authorities from coastal villages. World Vision India is also working in Netrang
and Jhagadia areas of Bharuch. The communities that World Vision is working in has already been facilitated
to create a team of task force and volunteers. The organization has also talked to various vendors to
createfood and sanitation kits.

District Morbi
In Morbi, the district collector has indicated that as a precautionary measure people living near coastal areas
have been evacuated. People living in thatched houses are also evacuated and arrangements have been
made in Municipality halls to accommodate such people. Hoardingsand banners have been removed from
public places.
NGO partners in Morbi have indicated that an eight-number signal has been put up for the area. 20-25
villages that are under risk have also been evacuated to school and GP buildings on a temporary basis.
Moreover, local Masjids have been contactedand alerts are being broadcasted through such institutions as
well. The NGOs are also making effortsto coordinate
with the frontline workers and women sangathans available at the community level to create awareness and
monitor the situation.
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Situation at District Level
District Gir Somnath

On 14th May, 2021, the district collectorof Gir Somnath appealed to the citizensof the area to not step out of
their houses on 17th and 18th May, 2021. He also indicatedthat fishermen have been called back from the
sea and that some people in 24 villages and 3 towns located within 1km of the sea will be evacuated by the
taluka administration to cyclone shelters. On 15th May, 2021, he also held a meeting with all the government
departments and instructed them to be on high alert on the above-mentioned dates. The meeting also
discussed the shifting of people if necessary, opening roads, supply of food and medicines, power supply in
covid facilities, removal of hoardings and ban on fishing on an urgent basis. The collector has also alerted
people to stay at home and people within one kilometer from the coast have been asked to evacuate either
to shelters or relative’s place. The collector has also indicated that those found clicking photographs and
swimming during this time will be held accountable by the policeforce.
Moreover, at the district level, coastal villages i.e., 32 villages in Mangrol taluka and 15 villages in Maliya taluka
have been identified and alerted for a possible evacuation. Here school buildings have been turned into
evacuation centers in which preparations of food and water have been done. Food packets for around 20,000
people have already been arranged from the District Supply Officer. The arrangements of sanitation have
been made in these centers keeping in mind the covid protocol. There have also been arrangements made
for generators in Covid-19 facilities and hospitals for back-up in case of poweroutage.

District Amreli 
On 14th May, 2021, the district collector of Amreli alerted the public and advised them not tostep out of their
houses on 17th and 18th May. He also announced that the fishermen in the coastal areas have been called
back. He requested the public to cooperate with the authorities as some people in 23 villages and 2 towns will
have to be evacuated. He also shared that preparations for rescue and relief for the cyclone has been made
and that coastal areas have been equipped with ambulances as well. 12 villages in Jafrabad taluka and 8
villages from Rajula taluka of Amreli have been identified for evacuation. A total of 4625 people are at risk of
being affected by the cyclone in both these Talukas. The collector has also declared complete prohibition of
any vehicular movement between 0-3 km of shoreline in Rajula and Jafrabadtalukas. Apart from the
coastaltalukas of Rajula and Jafrabad,the talukas of Khamba, Bagasra, Dhari, Amreli and Vadia will also be
severely affected. 

District Devbhumi Dwarka  
In Devbhumi Dwarka, the district collector has taken a lot of initiatives in creating awareness among the public
through the use of social media. There has been intensive circulation of posters and videos on the precautions
to be taken by the general public during the cyclone as well as specific safety tips to be followed by fishermen
to protect themselves. This includes asking fishermen to keep radio sets close to them to monitor the weather
forecast, tying their boats in a safe place and not to venture out on the sea. Some of the IEC materials in
attached below, however, for more links and videos, the link mentioned in the footnote can be referred to.1A
total of 100 coastal villages have been identified that will be under the risk of cyclone. Around 15,000 people
have been alerted for a possible evacuation. 400 shelters have also been identified in advance with
arrangement of transportation like buses and other small vehicles. These centres have been arranged keeping
in mind the sanitation and social distancing protocol. Arrangements for food and drinking water have also
been made in these centres. Personnel from Police and Fire department as well as the shelter home in-charge
have also been alerted and kept on stand-by for help in the management of cyclone shelters. Pregnant women
have also been identified from this population which will be taken care of by the health department. These
women will be shifted to the hospitals in case of emergencies. On 17th May, 2021, the State Food and Civil
Supplies Minister, Shri Dharmendra Singh visited Rupen Port and understood the arrangements made.
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Evacuation of one lac plus people in Gujarta and shiffting them in Camps set-up in public buildings at safer situation
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