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Contact info: Enrico Piano, enrico.piano@wfp.org 

Country Director: David Bulman 

Further information: https://www1.wfp.org/countries/burkina-faso 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

In Numbers 
 

1.5 million people affected  

(OCHA Humanitarian Response Plan) 

560,033 internally displaced persons 

(CONASUR – 9 December 2019) 

 

 

Situation Update 
• As of 9 December 2019, over 560,000 internally displaced persons 

(IDPs) have been officially registered by CONASUR. According to 

CONASUR, new displacements were observed in most regions 

except for Centre-Nord where the greatest number of IDPs 

remains. However, following recent incidents and alerts, new 

displacements have been observed in the communes of Dori 

(Sahel) and Pensa (Centre-Nord) to which 3,100 and 7,000 people 

have been displaced respectively.  

• Since the start of the crisis, many factors have restricted 

humanitarian access, which impeded or delayed humanitarian 

assistance and response. Access by the population to basic services 

has also been seriously affected by the departure of administrative 

staff due to insecurity, the closure of schools or health centres, and 

restriction of movement for populations, including the institution 

of curfews. 

• The increase in the severity of access constraints was noted 

between June and September 2019, making access to populations 

in need more difficult, particularly in the Sahel region. The 

humanitarian access strategy implemented by WFP has allowed to 

considerably reduce the impact of the above-mentioned 

constraints. Measures included better communication and 

community participation, the use of a low visibility approach in 

certain cases, the choice of local service providers, the choice of 

national staff sensitive to socio-cultural realities, measures to 

protect civilians and respect for and promotion of humanitarian 

principles. WFP will continue to ensure the implementation of its 

security and access risk mitigation measures to ensure continued 

assistance to vulnerable populations in hard-to-reach locations. 

Refer to the evolution of WFP’s humanitarian access on the third 

page.  

WFP Response 

Food and Nutrition Assistance  

• In November, a total of 266,616 IDPs and 1,823 host communities 

received lifesaving assistance. This comprised 191,770 persons 

assisted in the Centre-Nord, 52,383 persons in the Sahel, 10,234 

persons in the Nord and 14,052 persons in the Est region. All 

beneficiaries received a food basket comprised of cereals, pulses 

and vegetable oil with over 4,000 mt of food distributed during the 

month. As part of its overall portfolio, WFP assisted a total of 

336,298 people in November through food, nutrition, and school 

feeding activities.  

• Three distributions were conducted in Kaya using SCOPE (WFP’s 

Beneficiary and Transfer Management platform) light. To support 

the scale-up of its operations, WFP foresees to register all 

beneficiaries through this platform in accessible areas by the end 

of January 2020. So far, all WFP beneficiaries located in the town of 

Kaya have been registered in SCOPE (over 70,000 IDPs). 
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• WFP continues to couple prevention of acute malnutrition 

activities with general food distributions to ensure that 

pregnant and lactating women and children aged 6-23 

months have the necessary access to nutritional 

supplements. In the last two weeks, WFP provided 

nutritional support to 15,448 beneficiaries, of which 2,736 

pregnant and lactating women (PLW) and 12,712 children 

aged 6-23 months. In addition, screening undertaken 

during the blanket supplementary feeding activities made 

it possible to detect additional cases of moderate and 

severe acute malnutrition among children and PLW.  

• Operational delays were encountered for the planned 

distributions to IDPs in the Boucle du Mouhoun and 

emergency school feeding activities. First distributions in 

the Boucle du Mouhoun will start as soon as possible as 

WFP was able to select an operational implementing 

partner to carry out the distributions only in December. For 

Emergency school feeding activities, delays were observed 

due to the inability to identify, in consultation with the 

Government, the schools to be assisted by this activity. 

WFP will work to ensure that both these activities will start 

as soon as possible to provide necessary assistance to 

targeted populations.  

Photo: WFP warehouse in Kaya 
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Highlights 

• In November, WFP assisted 336,298 food insecure people 

out of which a total of 268,439 IDPs and host-communities.  

• Cadre Harmonisé results are extremely worrying with 1.2 

million people currently in need of food assistance. This 

figure is expected to increase to 1.8 million during the 2020 

lean season (June-August).    

• Thanks to donor contributions, WFP was able to avert full 

pipeline breaks for the month of January 2020. However, for 

December, WFP will be forced to reduce rations in the 

Centre-Nord region due to shortfalls in pulses.  

• USD 42.7 million are needed for WFP activities up to June 

2020.  
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Supply Chain 

• Out of the 5,235 mt dispatched during the month of November, 

3,702 mt were purchased locally (3500 mt of millet and 202 mt of 

beans). 

• Storage capacity augmentation is ongoing in Kaya; land leveling 

activities for the erection of a 500-meter Wikk-hall is in progress 

to address the additional storage needs in the Centre-Nord 

region. Similarly, in Dori, land levelling activities have been 

completed, and two new wikk-halls will be erected in the coming 

weeks.  

• WFP has been reinforcing its operational arrangements with the 

selection and signing of new transport contracts for the 

reinforcement of the transport capacity to the Sahel and Centre-

Nord areas such as Foube, Kelbo Djibo and Arbinda, affected by 

the reduction of the humanitarian space. Local transporters are 

being prioritized building on their knowledge and networks in 

the affected areas.  

Assessments 

• Results of the November 2019 Cadre Harmonisé outline a 

significant deterioration of the food security situation across the 

country. For the period October- December 2019, some 1.2 

million people are in need of food assistance (Phase 3 or worse). 

Overall, 20 provinces are under stress whereas 3 provinces are in 

need of urgent humanitarian assistance (Bam, Soum and 

Sanmatenga). For the 2020 lean season (June-August), the 

prospected situation is even worse with approximately 1.8 million 

vulnerable people in food insecurity affecting populations in 29 

provinces across the country. This marks a 160 percent increase 

compared to the number of people in need of food assistance 

during the same period in 2019 (688,000). In addition, the 

national cereal production forecast for the 2019-2020 season is 

estimated at 5,029,321 mt. This projection is lower by 2.92 

percent compared to the total final 2018-2019 agricultural 

season production, but up by 11.91 percent on average over the 

last five years. 

• In line with the Cadre Harmonisé results, FEWS NET called for an 

urgent scale-up of assistance and access needed in conflict-

affected central West Africa. It estimates that between 2.5 and 3.5 

million people are likely to be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse in 

the Liptako-Gourma region between June and August 2020, with 

the provinces of Soum, Oudalan, Loroum, Bam, Sanmatenga, 

Séno, Yagha, and Komondjoar in Burkina Faso being of high 

concern.  

• With the above outlooks, WFP is reviewing its plans to ensure 

that revised figures are accounted in its operational response.  

Humanitarian Coordination 
• Seven Clusters were activated on 12 December including the 

Food security cluster co-led by FAO and WFP.  

• WFP recently conducted a needs assessment for the potential 

activation of the Logistics Cluster. Mission outlined that logistics 

capacity is strong, but further efforts are needed in terms of 

coordination.  

 

Response Strategy 
• On 13 May 2019, WFP’s emergency response in Burkina Faso 

was categorised as a Level 2 Emergency response. On 9 

September 2019, WFP scaled up its response in Burkina Faso, 

Mali and Niger introducing a Level 3 Emergency until March 

2020. Scale-up was necessary to ensure that critical urgent 

needs are met. 

• WFP plans to assist approximately 70 percent of the IDPs, 

whereas the remaining would be taken care of by other 

actors, including the Government. This will be complemented 

by general food assistance to host-communities hosting IDPs 

(one in-kind distribution every three months); prevention of 

malnutrition support to children aged 6-23 months and 

pregnant and lactating women among IDPs; and emergency 

school feeding (including take-home rations for IDPs and 

host-community girls), where security conditions allow.  

Food Security Cluster 

• Food security cluster (FSC) has consolidated the results for the 

distributions in October. Over 387,000 people have been 

assisted out of 486,000 officially registered, thus with a 

coverage rate of 80 percent in October. Collection of data is 

ongoing for results achieved during November.  

• Members of the FSC have planned to assist 481,000 IDPs out of 

486,000, with a coverage rate of 99 percent for December. This 

figure is being adjusted based on the revised number of 

officially registered IDPs. The different partners have also 

planned to assist 271,000 for livelihood activities in December 

and January.  

• Dashboard and sectorial analysis are available and posted on 

the cluster website.   

Funding outlook 
• Thanks to recent donor commitments and contributions, WFP 

was able to avert a critical halt in its operations in January due 

to lack of resources. Nonetheless, WFP foresees to provide a 

reduced ration in some localities of the Centre-Nord in 

December due to the shortfall in pulses.  

• USD 42.7 million are required to cover the needs of the most 

vulnerable populations for the next six months (until June 2020). 

With this outlook, WFP will be able to ensure the continuation 

of its programme until February 2020 with shortfalls expected in 

March. 

• WFP is grateful for the generous contributions in 2019 

from: Austria, Canada, Denmark, European Commission, France, 

Japan, Germany, Lichtenstein, Luxembourg, Norway, Private 

Sector, United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund, UN 

Other Funds, United Kingdom, and the United States of 

America. 

Contacts  
• David Bulman, Country Director. 

• Pierluigi Martinesi, Emergency Coordinator, 

Pierluigi.martinesi@wfp.org  

• Enrico Piano, Operational Information Management and 

Reports Officer, enrico.piano@wfp.org  

• Flavio Signore, FSC coordinator, Flavio.signore@wfp.org  

• For further information, visit the Burkina Faso country page on 

http://www1.wfp.org/countries/burkina-faso  
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