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Contact info: Enrico Piano, enrico.piano@wfp.org 

Country Director: David Bulman 

Further information: https://www1.wfp.org/countries/burkina-faso 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

In Numbers 
 

1.5 million people affected  

(OCHA Humanitarian Response Plan) 

486,360 internally displaced persons 

(CONASUR – 4 October 2019) 

96% of beneficiaries reached versus planned 

for lean season assistance   

 

 

Situation Update 
• Security situation has been rapidly deteriorating in Burkina Faso 

with almost daily incidents registered in the regions of Sahel, 

Nord, Centre-Nord, Est and Boucle du Mouhoun. As of 4 October 

2019, the number of internally displaced people reached 

approximately 486,000 including CONASUR officially registered 

figures and provincial governor IDPs lists in CONASUR inaccessible 

areas. This marks a substantial increase of the number of IDPs with 

original projected figure of 330,000 IDPs by the end of the year.  

• Humanitarian access has been limited due to the growing number 

of incidents. WFP is working to identify viable solutions to ensure 

that operations reach those most in need, ensuring the adequate 

protection measures are in place. WFP has been developing and 

adapting context-specific security and access strategies aligned 

with humanitarian principles. This involves close consultations with 

communities prior to food distributions to ensure that operations 

can take place without security incidents.  

• A three-day Access and Acceptance workshop was organized on 

3-5 October with the participation of Regional Bureau and HQ 

support. The workshop saw the participation of WFP partners in 

the country, and provided an opportunity to analyze the access 

challenges, and deep-dive into the current operational context, 

identifying solutions for ongoing operations. 

WFP Response 

Food and Nutrition Assistance  

• In September, WFP is continuing to respond to emergency 

context, having assisted over 100,000 IDPs during the month of 

September. In October, WFP will scale-up its response to all 

affected regions with a target plan of assisting over 300,000 IDPs 

with over 4,900 mt of food across the four most-affected regions. 

Since the beginning of the year, WFP has provided assistance to 

over 210,000 IDPs in the regions of Sahel, Centre-Nord, Nord and 

Est. Throughout the month, WFP ensured general food assistance 

also to 2,080 host-families in the Est to promote social cohesion 

and to ensure that no one is left behind.  

• For the month of October, WFP has already provided food 

assistance to over 12,000 IDPs with a food basket comprised of 

rice, beans, and vegetable oil. Distributions are ongoing to achieve 

the intended target, while taking into account access constraints.  

• In response to recent displacements, WFP is considering starting 

operations in the Boucle du Mouhoun where currently over 8,500 

IDPs reside. A needs-assessment mission was conducted in August 

highlighting the need to provide food assistance and shelter to 

IDPs residing in the area.  
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• The lean season assistance ended on 30 September 2019, 

with a total of 291,764 vulnerable individuals assisted by 

WFP -197,656 via food and 94,108 via cash-based 

transfers. WFP prioritized resources based on vulnerability 

of affected populations, and accessibility of targeted 

areas. Similar to previous years, assistance was provided 

to vulnerable households identified through a 

community-based participatory approach and based on 

information emerging from the Cadre Harmonisé.  

• Insecurity has been affecting all activities including 

nutritional assistance to children and pregnant and 

lactating women. Nonetheless, during the lean season, 

WFP assisted 26,226 children aged 6-23 months and 

12,791 pregnant and lactating women with prevention 

interventions including blanket supplementary feeding. 

Interventions also included treatment of acute moderate 

malnutrition with children aged 6-59 months as well as 

pregnant and lactating women in the four regions, for 

which ongoing strike of health sector limits data-

collection.  

Photo: Food distribution line for IDP distributions in Kaya 

©WFP/Michel Ouedraogo  

Highlights 

• In September, WFP assisted 100,637 IDPs and 2,080 

members of host-communities.  

• Lean season assistance has been completed.  During that 

period, WFP provided in-kind and cash-based assistance to 

over 291,000 vulnerable individuals.   

• WFP is exploring possibility of expanding operations in 

Boucle du Mouhoun and to introduce cash-based transfers 

to assist IDPs in hard-to-reach areas. 

• USD 51.1 million are needed for urgent crisis response 

activities up to April 2020. Risk of halting assistance as of 

January 2020, without additional contributions.  
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Supply Chain 

• From September to date, WFP procured over 2,915 mt of in-kind 

food items of which 2,736.8 mt (94 percent) was locally procured, 

particularly pulses and cereals.   

• Throughout this period, WFP dispatched over 5,050 mt of food 

for distributions. This includes part of the ongoing dispatches for 

the October distributions during which WFP foresees to 

distribute over 4,900 mt of food.   

Assessments 

• A joint WFP, UNHCR and UNFPA rapid assessment was 

conducted in Kongoussi (Centre-Nord/Bam province) to rapidly 

assess the food security situation and overall needs of vulnerable 

populations following recent displacements in the area, 

Preliminary results include: (i) New displacements in Kongoussi 

account for over 45,000 people in addition to existing 

displacements of 6,250 people. Displaced individuals moved 

from the commune of Zimtenga (20km away from Kongoussi) to 

Kongoussi to find refuge following recent attacks in the area; (ii) 

Individuals are predominantly residing with host-populations in 

the area; (iii) first response provided by the Government (food 

and NFI) and Christian Aid (food) for part of the population 

present in the town. WFP is ready to respond in coordination 

with the food security sector; and (iv) prioritised needs of 

affected populations include: food assistance, shelter, health 

services, access to education for children and Non-food Items.  

• To provide assistance in hard-to-reach locations, WFP is 

exploring the possibility of introducing cash-based transfers 

under the form of vouchers and/or e-money depending on the 

context. A market assessment will be conducted in the coming 

weeks to evaluate the feasibility of this transfer modality.  

• In August, WFP produced the first bulletin on the food security 

situation of households residing in the areas of Nord, Centre-

Nord, Est and Sahel.  Results outlined that out of the sample, 85 

percent have a poor or borderline food consumption score, and 

that 84 percent of children do not have access to an adequate 

number of meals. The bulletin also highlighted that there was an 

overall deterioration of the food security situation in the affected 

regions compared to May. 2,000 individuals were interviewed 

(face-to-face and remotely) through the m-VAM methodology 

and will be replicated throughout the year.   

• In collaboration with the National Direction of Nutrition, WFP 

along with UNICEF and the NGO DAVYCAS are co-funding a 

rapid nutrition assessment in areas with high concentration of 

IDPs, to have an up-to-date situation on their nutritional 

situation. Training of data collectors has been completed, and 

following the data-collection phase, preliminary results will be 

available by end of October. Similarly, ongoing data-collection 

for a nationwide SMART to assess the overarching nutritional 

status in the country. Preliminary results will be available in 

November. 

Humanitarian Coordination 
Common Services 

• As the installations of the five UN hubs across the country 

continue, WFP is continuing ongoing support for the functioning 

of all hubs. Procurement of radios and related setup for the 

different hubs is still being undertaken.  

 

Response Strategy 
• On 13 May 2019, WFP’s emergency response in Burkina Faso 

was categorised as a Level 2 Emergency response until 3 

November 2019. On 9 September 2019, WFP scaled up its 

response in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger introducing a Level 

3 Emergency until March 2020. Scale-up was necessary to 

ensure that critical urgent needs are met. 

• WFP plans to assist approximately 70 percent of the IDPs, 

whereas the remaining would be taken care of by other 

actors, including the Government. This will be complemented 

by general food assistance to host-communities hosting IDPs 

(one in-kind distribution every three months); prevention of 

malnutrition support to children aged 6-23 months and 

pregnant and lactating women (PLW) among IDPs; and 

emergency school feeding (including take-home rations for 

IDPs and host-community girls), where security conditions 

allow.  

Feature story: Distributions in  

Hard-to-reach locations 
Humanitarian actors are facing multiple challenges, due to the 

growing number of security incidents across the country.  

Particularly, in the Oudalan province (Sahel region), WFP was 

forced to temporarily suspend its distributions in September to 

the growing insecurity affecting humanitarian access to targeted 

areas. This suspension affected ongoing distributions to the 

communes of Oursi, Tin-Akoff and Déou, thus directly affecting 

1,876 households, more than 23,000 people. 

WFP consulted with local authorities and security forces, as well 

as with beneficiaries, community representatives and the 

implementing partner, to develop measures to mitigate security 

risks for beneficiaries and partners. Once these measures were in 

place, the operation was carried out. While some security risks 

persisted, beneficiaries insisted that their food security situation 

constituted for them a much larger risk. 

All parties agreed that the food assistance could not be brought 

to the localities. However, communities are regularly accessing 

the only real functioning market in the provincial capital Gorom-

Gorom, so it was decided to provide food assistance at that 

location, with beneficiaries collecting their rations through a 

“boutique” approach—they could drop by at any time to get 

their food. Many beneficiaries opted to re-bag their WFP rations 

in bags used locally in order not to attract attention. The 

operation was deemed highly successful by communities having 

received assistance. Follow-up monitoring for this operation was 

done through remote interviews with a limited beneficiary 

sample. Results outlined that beneficiaries appreciated the 

assistance provided as it represented a lifesaving assistance for 

their households, as well as applauded this solution which 

minimized the risk of being targeted during the distribution. 

Most importantly, no security incidents were reported, and 

beneficiaries arrived home with their food. 

WFP will continue to adapt its distributions and modalities of 

assistance to the evolving security and operational context in 

Burkina Faso. These analysis of risks and adoption of appropriate 

mitigating measures will continue to be done in consultation 

with relevant all stakeholders, particularly beneficiaries.  
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Evolution of Humanitarian Access - June and October

Food Security sector 

• In early October, a rapid-response mechanism was undertaken 

for the displacements that occurred in Bam and Sanmatenga 

provinces in the Centre-Nord region. The sectoral group agreed 

that they are prepared to provide the response once an official 

requests has been received from CONASUR. CONASUR will be 

providing the first response in the BAM to last for one month 

with a total of 160 mt. For the Sanmantenga province, partners 

will not activate an emergency response protocol because 

population movements can be supported by the ordinary 

response mechanism already in place.  

• Through the food security sector, WFP is contributing to the 

preparation of the humanitarian needs overview for 2020. 

Funding outlook 
• Funding remains the main challenge for Burkina. WFP operations 

in Burkina Faso are underfunded. USD 51.1 million are 

required to cover urgent crisis response activities targeting the  

needs of vulnerable populations for the next six months until 

April 2020. 

 

• Thanks to donor contributions and through WFP internal 

finance mechanisms, WFP was able to continue assistance 

from a previously foreseen break in September. However, 

due to the growing needs and without additional 

contributions, WFP operations will halt in January, thus 

further putting at risk vulnerable populations without a 

continued food and nutritional assistance.  

Contacts  
• David Bulman, Country Director. 

• Pierluigi Martinesi, Emergency Coordinator, 

Pierluigi.martinesi@wfp.org  

• Enrico Piano, Operational Information Management and 

Reports Officer, enrico.piano@wfp.org  

• Flavio Signore, Food security sector coordinator, 

Flavio.signore@wfp.org  

• For further information, visit the Burkina Faso country page 

on http://www1.wfp.org/countries/burkina-faso  
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Donors (listed alphabetically)  
WFP wishes to thank all donors that have contributed to this emergency response component of WFP Burkina Faso Country Strategic 

Plan 2019-2023. 

 

 


