
Page | 1  

 

Contact info: Enrico Piano, enrico.piano@wfp.org 
Country Director: David Bulman 
Further information: https://www1.wfp.org/countries/burkina-faso 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

In Numbers 
 

1.5 million people affected  

(OCHA Humanitarian Response Plan) 

237,679 internally displaced persons 

(CONASUR –25 July 2019) 

688,000 people in need of food assistance 

(Cadre Harmonisé- March 2019) 

 

 

Situation Update 
• Security incidents are continuing across the country with 

specific focus in the Sahel and Centre-Nord regions. With 

recent influx, number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) is 

continuing to rise. Currently, 237,000 people are registered as 

IDPs by the National Committee for Emergency Relief and 

Rehabilitation (CONASUR). Considerable influx of IDPs was 

observed in the Boucle du Mouhoun region, where 8,577 are 

currently registered (120 IDPs were registered as of 10 July 

2019). 

• A field mission was conducted to assess the situation of 

humanitarian access in Barsalogho, Pissila and Kaya towns 

(Centre-Nord) during the week of 29 July. The objective of the 

mission was to facilitate the upcoming distributions in those 

areas. Mission provided an opportunity to discuss with youth 

representatives of Foubé and Barsalogho, as well as discuss a 

securitisation strategy for transporting food to hard-to-reach 

locations in the region. These discussions involved local 

authorities, association of transporters and UNDSS. 

• On 7-8 August, a joint WFP-OCHA mission was conducted to 

organise the first inter-sector meetings in Kaya (Centre-Nord) 

and Dori (Sahel). Meetings represented an opportunity to 

discuss the provision of a comprehensive response package 

(food, nutrition, and non-food items) to IDPs from all actors 

operating in the areas, as well as to identify a joint 

humanitarian access strategy to hard-to-reach locations.  

• WFP has renewed a communication campaign, undertaken in 

local languages, and streamed through local radios, to inform 

beneficiaries for the upcoming distributions and WFP’s efforts 

to reach those in need. This communication is undertaken in 

line with the humanitarian principles.  

WFP Response 

Food and Nutrition Assistance  

• In July, WFP provided food assistance to 61,085 IDPs (with a 

food basket comprised of cereals, beans and vegetable oil), in 

the regions of Sahel, Est, Nord and Centre-Nord, despite access 

and security constraints. This marked a substantial scale-up of 

WFP operations with respect to the June distributions, during 

which WFP assisted 38,168 IDPs. From January to July 2019, 

WFP provided food assistance to 136,742 IDPs at least once.  

• WFP continued to combine food distributions with nutritional 

support for the prevention of malnutrition, reaching 6,570 

children aged 6-23 months with 200 g of SuperCereal plus, and 

930 pregnant and lactating women (PLW), with 200g of 

SuperCereal and 15 g of vegetable oil per person. 
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• WFP started the first distributions to vulnerable people 

affected by the lean season in July. A total of 37,605 

people was assisted in the Nord and Est regions. 

Distributions will be continuing during the months of 

August and September. 

Supply Chain 

• In July, WFP moved over 2,800 mt of food to ensure 

timely food and nutrition assistance to IDPs and 

vulnerable host communities affected by the lean 

season.  

Photo: IDP receiving her ration of millet (cereal) in Kossouka, 

Nord.  ©WFP/Enrico Piano  

Photo: IDP receiving her ration of millet (cereal) in Kossouka, 

Nord.  ©WFP/Enrico Piano  

Highlights 

• In July, WFP assisted 61,085 IDPs and 37,605 host 

communities affected by the lean season.   

• WFP will be forced to suspend operations in support of 

IDPs by the end of September without additional 

funding.  

• The revised Humanitarian response Plan was launched 

in August, raising the requirements for humanitarian 

assistance to IDPs from USD 100.7 to USD 187 million.  

• WFP renewed a communication campaign, undertaken 

in local languages and streamed through local radios 

to inform beneficiaries of upcoming distributions. 

• Insecurity and the current rainy season represent the 

main logistical challenges for WFP. These aspects, 

along with ongoing achievements, were discussed 

during a recent logistical sector meeting.  
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• Considering recent incidents in the Sahel, WFP’s regular 

transporters were reluctant to deliver food to Kelbo, Déou, 

Oursi et Nassoumbou in the Sahel region. WFP is trying to 

identify local transporters based in those localities, to ensure 

that food reaches all beneficiaries in most-hard to reach 

locations.  

• Rainy season represents also a challenge for WFP to deliver 

food. While having pre-positioned available stocks in line with 

warehouse capacity, WFP is facing some minor setbacks in 

food delivery, especially when roads are flooded. WFP is 

exploring different options to overcome this inaccessibility, 

including the potential use of tricycles to cover small 

distances.  

• The results of the supply chain mission in the Centre-Nord 

outlined that there is no immediate need to install a logistics 

hub for distributions below the Barsalogho area as 

warehouse capacity is available in the area. Should WFP and 

transporters be able to successfully reach Kelbo, WFP is 

exploring the possibility of setting up a mobile logistics hub in 

Dablo (Centre-Nord) to stock food and nutrition items for 

distributions in the area. 

Assessments 

• WFP and CONASUR are jointly conducting needs assessment 

missions in the Boucle du Mouhoun region, Bam province 

(Centre-Nord region) and Loroum province (Nord region) due 

to recent influx of IDPs. CONASUR registered over 19,000 IDPs 

in these areas and an assessment is required to understand 

their food security and nutritional status.  

• WFP conducted rapid assessment trainings in the Sahel, 

Centre-Nord, Est and Nord regions for the local partners, as 

well as in Ouagadougou for other regions. A total of five data 

collectors and 15 key informants per region were trained. The 

objective is to obtain an overview of the food and nutritional 

security of these populations as soon as new influx of IDPs 

occurs. 

Humanitarian Coordination 
• The revised Humanitarian Response Plan was officially 

presented on 1 August. Humanitarian requirements were 

adjusted from USD 100 million to USD 187 million, in line with 

the country’s revised humanitarian needs. The food security 

sector alone requires USD 70.9 million.  

Food Security sector 

• Discussion is underway with CONASUR to finalize the 

mapping of partners in the food security sector.  

• Information management trainings are being delivered to 

partners to optimize data sharing in a timely and effective 

manner and to improve data quality. The sector is also 

finalising its terms of reference.   

Common Services 

• As the installations of the five UN hubs across the country 

continue, a site survey test is ongoing to interconnect the 

offices for a one-month period. The test started with the 

Ouahigouya office on 6 August.  

 

 

 

Response Strategy 
• On 13 May 2019, WFP’s emergency response in Burkina 

Faso was categorised as a Level 2 Emergency response 

until 3 November 2019. To respond to critical needs, WFP 

has immediately scaled up operational capacity in the 

country. 

• WFP plans to gradually assist 64 percent of the IDPs, 

whereas the remaining would be taken care of by other 

actors, including the Government. This will be 

complemented by general food assistance to host-

communities hosting IDPs (one in-kind distribution every 

three months); prevention of malnutrition support to 

children aged 6-23 months and pregnant and lactating 

women (PLW) among IDPs; and emergency school feeding 

(including take-home rations for IDPs and host-community 

girls), where security conditions allow.  

• For the lean season response, identification of communes 

is based on Cadre Harmonisé figures and consultation with 

Government. Targeting is undertaken through community 

participatory approaches. This will be complemented with 

prevention of malnutrition assisting children aged 6-23 

months and PLW women in targeted communes where 

the global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate is over 10 

percent. 

Logistics sector  

• Under the leadership of WFP, the logistics sector was 

revitalized and a meeting was organised to take stock of 

recent developments and exchange on lessons learned 

from the humanitarian response to IDPs. The meeting 

provided an opportunity to discuss the operational 

access constraints faced by members on specific routes 

and to present the different solutions and alternatives 

being explored by the different agencies. This is the first 

meeting since March 2019.  

• Logistics sector members include the Government, 

represented by CONASUR and a national food stock 

entity (SONAGESS), UN Agencies (UNHCR, UNICEF and 

WHO), and international and national organizations and 

NGOs, including Red Cross, Oxfam, Action contre la Faim, 

Terre des Hommes, and Alima.  

Funding outlook 
• WFP needs USD 35.3 million to cover the emergency 

needs until January 2020. Current resourcing outlook 

allows WFP to partially cover food and nutrition 

assistance to the vulnerable people until September 

2019.  

Contacts  
• David Bulman, Country Director. 

• Sib Ollo, Emergency and Food Security Sector 

coordinator, ollo.sib@wfp.org  

• Enrico Piano, Operational Information Management and 

Reports Officer, enrico.piano@wfp.org  

• For further information, visit the Burkina Faso country 

page on http://www1.wfp.org/countries/burkina-faso  
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Donors (listed alphabetically)  
WFP wishes to thank all donors that have contributed to this emergency response component of WFP Burkina Faso Country 

Strategic Plan 2019-2023.  

 

 


