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Contact info: Enrico Piano, enrico.piano@wfp.org 
Country Director: David Bulman 
Further information: https://www1.wfp.org/countries/burkina-faso 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Numbers 
 

1.2 million people affected  

(OCHA Humanitarian Response Plan) 

219,756 people displaced  

(CONASUR – 30 June 2019) 

688,000 people in need of food assistance 

(Cadre Harmonisé- March 2019) 

 

Situation Update 
• The security situation is continuing to deteriorate with a 

growing number of security incidents being reported. This 

affects WFP contractors and partners’ ability to access 

targeted distribution sites and thus beneficiaries. WFP will be 

continuing its access campaign in the coming weeks.  

• The number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) is on the 

rise with over 219,000 currently registered from CONASUR. 

This marks an increase of more than 47,000 people from 

mid-June, and substantially exceeding the initially estimated 

number of IDPs for 2019 (190,000).  

• Movement for humanitarian personnel is restricted in the 

northern and eastern provinces. WFP reinforced its technical 

capacity in country with the recruitment of an access expert 

who will assess the current situation and forthcoming 

scenarios in the regions of Nord, Sahel, Centre-Nord and Est.  

• A first mission was conducted in the Nord region and 

outlined that: (i) access to the region is possible but specific 

strategies need to be developed for zones neighbouring the 

Sahel region and Mali; (ii) vulnerable populations have 

restricted access to basic services further aggravating chronic 

and seasonal vulnerabilities; (iii) non-State armed groups 

restricted access to women’s ability to cultivate; and (iv) 

reinforcing acceptance through local communication is 

fundamental for the continuation of the operations in the 

region.  

WFP Response 

Food and Nutrition Assistance  

• In June, WFP assisted a total of 38,168 IDPs in the regions of 

Sahel, Centre-Nord and Est, with a food basket comprised of 

12 kg of cereals, 3 kg of legumes and 0.75 kg of vegetable oil. 

High Energy Biscuits were also provided to targeted 

beneficiaries with the following rations per day: 111 g for 

children aged 6-59 months; 200 g for adolescent children 

between age 6 and 17; and 250 g for adults.  

• Monthly assistance included response to new arrivals of IDPs 

in Djibo and Kelbo (Sahel) following incidents in nearby 

provinces. WFP has complemented Government assistance 

with available stocks to ensure adequate assistance to 

targeted populations.  

• Targeting for the lean season has been completed in most 

sites planned to receive WFP assistance. WFP is reviewing 

distribution lists and gradually proceeding with ensuring the 

assistance to vulnerable populations during the lean season. 

WFP foresees to provide an assistance for three months with 

available resources.  
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Photo: An internally displaced woman in the tent she shares 

with two other families at Barsalogho IDP camp – Centre-Nord.  

©WFP/Esther Ouoba   

• A toll-free number for complaints and feedback is 

available and accessible to all WFP beneficiaries. From 

January to June, 533 IDPs have contacted this number. 

No specific concern was raised but WFP stands ready 

and available to address any query related to its 

assistance.  

Supply Chain 

• For the emergency operation, 75 percent of the food 

commodities are being purchased on local markets, 

particularly for cereals, beans and vegetable oil. 

Nutritional products and salt are being purchased 

internationally or regionally and being received via the 

port of Lomé.  

• Security and access constraints, as well as seasonal 

rainfall are slowing down WFP’s ability to reach specific 

communes within the country, particularly in the Sahel 

and Centre-Nord regions. As of today, all routes are 

accessible for humanitarian actors and transporters. 

However, access to specific communes is being 

impeded by incidents caused by non-State armed 

groups.   

Highlights 

• USD 33.1 million are urgently needed to ensure 

emergency assistance till the end of the year. Without 

additional contributions, WFP will not be able to 

ensure full assistance in September.  

• WFP assisted 38,168 IDPs during the month of June. 

• Preliminary results of the Essential Needs Assessment 

outline critical food security conditions for IDPs and 

host-communities.  
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Assessments 

• Preliminary results of the Essential Needs Assessment 

highlight that: (i) 59 percent of IDP households have an 

inadequate food consumption, whereas it is at 47 percent 

for host-families. This is particularly worrying in the regions 

of Nord, Centre-Nord and Est; (ii) IDPs apply more coping 

mechanisms than host-families to respond to their food 

security needs. This includes choosing alternative and 

cheaper commodities and reducing number of meals per 

day; and (iii) 46 percent of IDPs are food insecure of which 6 

are severely food insecure. Full results of the assessment will 

be available by the end of July.  

• Ongoing preparations for a nutrition assessment to provide 

information on the nutritional status of children aged 6-59 

months in IDP and host families. 

• WFP completed the training for 10 service operators to 

implement mobile vulnerability assessment mapping (m-

VAM) activities. The mapping, focusing on collecting food 

security data, will start in mid-July targeting 1,300 

households in 13 regions of Burkina Faso. This will be 

replicated during the months of August and September.  

• WFP will start a series of six rapid assessments from July till 

end of 2019. Focus will be on assessing the food security and 

nutritional situation of targeted populations (IDPs, host-

families and vulnerable communities) in the four regions of 

WFP assistance (Sahel, Centre-Nord, Nord and Est).   

• Mapping of humanitarian access constraints is ongoing in 

the Sahel, Nord, Centre Nord, Centre, and Est regions. The 

initiative led by the vulnerability assessment mapping and 

security units foresees to identify potential inaccessible 

areas. 

Humanitarian Coordination 

Food Security sector 

• A mapping of all actors’ activities was undertaken by the Food 

Security sector. Results outlined: (i) high coverage of IDPs 

assistance from January to June; (ii) a concentration of 

assistance in the regions of Centre-Nord and Sahel where 

majority of actors operate; (iii) a considerable number of IDPs 

in the Nord and Est regions yet to receive assistance once.  

• Members of the food security sector have discussed the 

possibility of harmonizing rations provided to IDPs. A 

minimum basket of 2,100 kcal should be guaranteed 

comprised of cereals (400g/day); legumes (100g/day) and 

vegetable oil (25g/day).  

Common Services 

• In support of the scale-up, WFP in coordination with other UN 

partners has completed the design phase for the scale-up 

expansion project for the five UN hubs. This included an 

electric power assessment to assess electrical system 

coverage for each hub.  

• Next phase of the project includes procurement of 

equipment for the Security communications system to 

ensure adequate connection and coverage to guarantee staff 

security, and efficient system for communications for security 

staff.  

 

 

United Nations Humanitarian Air Service 

• Following consultations with the Resident Coordinator, the 

UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) will not be 

introduced in the country. A preparedness plan will be 

developed to ensure rapid introduction of the service 

should the service be requested. A contingency plan will 

also be put in place in coordination with UNHAS services in 

Mali and Niger to ensure medical evacuations.  

Funding outlook 
• Urgent funding is required to cover deficit in resources. 

USD 33.1 million are required to provide adequate and 

timely emergency assistance to people in need of food and 

nutritional assistance from July to December 2019.  

• Thanks to donor contributions and WFP internal 

mechanisms, WFP will be able to ensure assistance till 

August. However, without additional contributions, WFP 

will not be able to ensure full assistance in September.  

• If additional resources are confirmed, WFP will prioritize 

the assistance to IDPs. The remaining resources will first 

be allocated to the lean season response activities in 

selected communes in provinces in phases 3-4 (IPC), 

followed by selected communes in the province in phase 2 

hosting IDPs and affected by insecurity.  

Contacts  
• David Bulman, Country Director. 

• Sib Ollo, Emergency and Food Security Sector coordinator, 

ollo.sib@wfp.org  

• Enrico Piano, Operational Information Management and 

Reports Officer, enrico.piano@wfp.org  

• For further information, visit the Burkina Faso country 

page on http://www1.wfp.org/countries/burkina-faso  

Response Strategy 
• On 13 May 2019, WFP’s emergency response in Burkina 

Faso was categorised as a Level 2 Emergency response 

with immediate effect until 3 November 2019. To respond 

to critical needs, WFP has immediately scaled up 

operational capacity in the country. 

• WFP plans to gradually assist 64 percent of the IDPs, 

whereas the remaining would be taken care of by other 

actors, including the Government who will be assisting 

IDPs living in camps. This will be complemented by general 

food assistance to host-communities hosting IDPs (one in-

kind distribution every three months); prevention of 

malnutrition support to children aged 6-23 months and 

pregnant and lactating women (PLW) among IDPs; and 

emergency school feeding (including take-home rations 

for IDPs and host-community girls), where security 

conditions allow.  

• For the lean season response, identification of communes 

is based on Cadre Harmonisé figures and consultation with 

Government. Targeting is undertaken through community 

participatory approaches. This will be complemented with 

prevention of malnutrition assisting children aged 6-23 

months and PLW women in targeted communes where 

the global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate is over 10 

percent. 
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Donors (listed alphabetically)  
WFP wishes to thank all donors that have contributed to this emergency response component of WFP Burkina Faso Country 

Strategic Plan 2019-2023 


