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In Numbers 
 

2.2 million people affected  

(OCHA Humanitarian Response Plan) 

1.6 million people in need of food assistance  

(Cadre Harmonisé – March 2020) 

2.15 million people projected to be in need 

during the 2020 lean season (June- August) 

(Cadre Harmonisé – March 2020) 

779,741 internally displaced persons 

(CONASUR – 27 February 2020) 

 

 

Situation Update 
• The overall security situation in the country remains volatile and 

unpredictable. No major improvement in the situation is expected 

in the coming months. The armed forces, vigilante groups and 

volunteers were the main targets in different regions of the 

country. As of 27 February, 779,741 people have been officially 

displaced. Health services, schools and markets have been closed 

due to growing insecurity in several parts of the country, seriously 

affecting the population’s ability to sustain healthy lives. Over 135 

health centers have been closed and 140 are operating with 

reduced services, affecting over 1.6 million people. No less than 

2,527 schools have been forced shut, depriving over 338,000 

children of education. 

• Results of the March Cadre Harmonisé confirm the forecasted 

negative deterioration of the food security situation across the 

country. For the period from March to May, some 1.6 million 

persons are currently in food insecurity (IPC phase 3-5). For the 

2020 agricultural lean season (June-August 2020) over 2.15 million 

persons are projected to be in food insecurity crisis (IPC 3-5) and 

in need of food assistance.  

• Regionally, WFP has set up a humanitarian access working group 

with the other Central Sahel Emergency countries (Mali and Niger) 

to better coordinate activities and methodologies. Common 

criteria for determining the severity of the access constraints are 

being identified.  

• In addition to the security and the already fragile food and 

nutritional security situation in the country, the spreading of 

COVID-19 has added an additional vulnerability element within 

the country. As of 27 March 2020, 152 COVID-19 cases have been 

confirmed in Burkina Faso, with 07 deaths. Restrictions measures 

put in place by the Government to mitigate the propagation of the 

virus have had a direct impact on WFP operations. Further details 

here below.  

WFP Response 

Food and Nutrition Assistance  

• In February, 380,702 IDPs received lifesaving assistance via an in-

kind food basket (339,012) or a cash-based transfer via mobile 

money (41,960 in the Kaya commune). This comprised 94,021 IDPs 

in the Sahel, 49,950 in the Est, 218,519 in the Centre-Nord, 12,027 

in the Nord and 6,185 in the Boucle du Mouhoun. A total of 5,234 

mt of food, including cereals, beans, vegetable oil and salt and 

333,520,000 XOF (equivalent to some USD 575,000) were 

distributed to the beneficiaries.  

• Supplementing food distributions with complementary feeding 

activities is critical to address the deteriorating food and 

nutritional security in the country.   
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In February, WFP assisted 12,575 children aged 6-23 

months and 5,191 pregnant and lactating women with 

with prevention for acute malnutrition interventions.  

• Registrations in SCOPE (WFP’s Beneficiary and Transfer 

Management platform) have been continuing. A total of 

235,238 beneficiaries (22,422 households) were digitalized 

in the Centre-Nord and the Est regions. Through SCOPE, 

1,345 households / 11,317 beneficiaries have been 

identified as duplicates in the Government lists, thus 

reducing WFP caseload. In such cases, WFP 

communicates with the Government and relevant 

counterparts at local and national level to make the 

necessary amendments on future CONASUR lists. 

However, due to the Government decree of 20 March, all 

collection of biometric information has been halted, 

therefore SCOPE activities are suspended until further 

notice.  

COVID-19 prevention measures in Barsalogho, 

Centre-Nord. Photo Courtesy of ACLED staff 

 

Highlights 

• In February, WFP provided assistance to over 411,000 IDPs 

and host-communities. As part of its overall portfolio, 

some 537,000 vulnerable individuals were assisted. 

• WFP is adjusting its operational procedures to ensure 

staff, partners and beneficiary safety in the new COVID-19 

context. 

• A UNHAS assessment has taken place from 3 – 18 March. 

Consultations have taken place with the Government and 

relevant counterparts (partners and different actors) at 

local level. A helicopter has been recommended as the 

most-feasible service to ensure transport with a focus on 

the regions of Sahel, Nord and Centre-Nord.  



Page | 2  

  

  

WFP Burkina Faso Emergency Response Situation Report #10 

27 March 2020 

 

• As part of its emergency school feeding activities, in February, 

WFP assisted 30,302 IDP and host-family children in the Nord, Est 

and Sahel regions. 130 mt of commodities have been utilized for 

the preparation of the school meals. 

• Government of Burkina Faso has closed all schools from 16 March 

to 14 April. Therefore, WFP school feeding activities have been 

suspended as well.  

Supply Chain 

• WFP has been positioning stocks in advance of the foreseen 

restrictions due to COVID-19. While border closure and transport 

restrictions influence cargo and humanitarian freight, WFP has 

been in consultation with Government counterparts to facilitate 

and prioritize access of humanitarian cargo in the country. 

Nonetheless, foreseen delays and additional costs are expected to 

occur due to the COVID-19 measures put in place affecting the 

Lomé Corridor (Togo).  

Assessments 

• A CBT process monitoring was undertaken following the first CBT 

distributions to the IDPs. While the operation was successful, key 

lessons were derived from the process. This included enhancing 

communications with beneficiaries to ensure clarity on 

entitlements and distribution modalities; and streamlining and 

facilitating distribution modality and waiting time for 

beneficiaries.  

COVID-19 

• WFP has been adjusting its operational framework to respond to 

the situation: (i) standard operating procedures for distributions 

were disseminated and are being used at sub-office level. 

Consultations with local authorities and partners for the 

continuation of the assistance with necessary mitigation measures 

have taken place; (ii) WFP has equipped partners and WFP sub-

offices with relevant prevention equipment to face the 

emergency; (iii) WFP has finalized a business continuity plan to 

ensure continued assistance and an internal strategy is being 

developed; (iv) WFP takes part in the UN-Task Force on COVID-

19; (v) WFP is in discussions with CONASUR over provision of 

food assistance to families who have been confined to home due 

to there being suspect cases of COVID 19. and (vi) WFP is ready 

to put at service its logistical expertise to the service of the 

Government and other actors (WHO) to support the response to 

the COVID-19 crisis. 

Common Services 

• ONE UN Telecom VHF Network has been launched providing 

real-time radio communication from each of the five UN 

hubs with Ouagadougou, thus further facilitating 

connectivity and coordination in time of crisis.  

United Nations Humanitarian Air Service 

• A UNHAS assessment has taken place from 3 – 18 March 

including consultations with the Government and relevant 

counterparts (partners and different actors) at local level. A 

helicopter has been recommended as the most-feasible 

service to ensure transport with a focus on the regions of 

Sahel, Nord and Centre-Nord. Additional assessments and 

preparedness measures will take place in the coming weeks 

for the introduction of the service in Burkina Faso.  

Funding outlook 
• Funding remains the main challenge for Burkina. 

Approximately USD 61.8 million are needed for the period 

April-September 2020. To date, WFP has mobilized funding 

to cover 20 percent of the requirements for the lean season 

assistance. Therefore, WFP will face serious pipeline shortfalls 

from June onward with a full pipeline break expected in 

September.    

• WFP is grateful for the generous contributions in 2019 

and 2020 from: Austria, Canada, Denmark, European 

Commission, Finland, France, Japan, Germany, Lichtenstein, 

Luxembourg, Monaco, Norway, Private Donors, Switzerland, 

United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund, UN Other 

Funds, United Kingdom, and the United States of America. 

Contacts  
• David Bulman, Country Director. 

• Peter Schaller, Emergency Coordinator, 

peter.schaller@wfp.org   

• Gon Myers, Head of Programme, gon.myers@wfp.org  

• Enrico Piano, Operational Information Management and 

Reports Officer, enrico.piano@wfp.org  

• Flavio Signore, Food security sector coordinator, 

Flavio.signore@wfp.org  

• For further information, visit the Burkina Faso country page 

on http://www1.wfp.org/countries/burkina-faso  

 

Humanitarian Coordination 

Food Security Cluster 

• In February, food security cluster partners have assisted a total 

of 484,000 IDPs out of some 613,000 IDPs originally registered 

at the beginning of February 2020. 75 percent of the assistance 

was provided via in-kind food rations, and the remaining via 

cash-based transfers. WFP represented 78 percent of the 

assistance. 

• The Food security cluster has started coordinating with partners 

on COVID-19 response. Partners are ready to assist vulnerable 

individuals in quarantine with food distributions upon 

Government request.  

 

 

Response Strategy 
• On 13 May 2019, WFP’s emergency response in Burkina Faso 

was categorised as a Level 2 Emergency response. On 9 

September 2019, WFP scaled up its response in Burkina Faso, 

Mali and Niger by introducing a Level 3 Emergency initially 

until March 2020 and extended till 31 December 2020. Scale-

up was necessary to ensure that critical urgent needs are met. 

• WFP plans to assist approximately 70 percent of the IDPs, 

whereas the remaining would be taken care of by other 

actors, including the Government. This will be complemented 

by general food assistance to communities hosting IDPs (one 

in-kind distribution every three months); prevention of 

malnutrition support to children aged 6-23 months and 

pregnant and lactating women among IDPs; and emergency 

school feeding (including take-home rations for IDPs and 

host-community girls), where security conditions allow.  

•  
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