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This report is produced by Office of the Resident Coordinator Costa Rica in collaboration with UNHCR and IOM. It covers the period from 17 to 
18 November 2015. The next report will be issued on or around 19 Nov. 

Highlights 
 

 As of 18 November, 12pm, National Commission for 
Risk Prevention and Emergency Care Costa Rica 
(CNE in its Spanish acronym) reported 400 Cuban 
migrants in Peñas Blancas border facility and 982 
migrants in 6 shelters. 

 CNE has started the distribution of bedding and 
goods to satisfy the basic needs. The communities 
that are hosting migrants also provided donations to 
support migrants’ needs 

 As of 18 November at 3pm, the government 
reported that the situation is under control. 

 The UNCT, acting as a whole, and in order to 
support CNE assistance efforts has dispatched 2 
monitoring missions to assess the situation in the 
municipality of La Cruz and Peñas Blancas.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Situation Overview 
Number of Cuban Migrants in Shelters (La Cruz and Liberia, province of Guanacaste): 

 According to CNE, as of 12:00pm November 18, there were 982 Cubans in 6 shelters: 
 

Number of Cuban Migrants in Peñas Blancas (border with Nicaragua):  

 According to CNE, there were some 400 Cubans in the border facility. 
 

Number of Cuban Migrants in Paso Canoas (border with Panama):  

 According to DGME, 120 Cuban migrants entered Costa Rica as of noon today. In addition, there are 32 
Cuban migrants retained at the border as they do not hold a passport.  

 
UN and Partner Response 

 UNHCR dispatched a monitoring mission with 3 staff of its implementation partner ACAI on Nov 16th. ACAI 
team will return today and there are no plans for further missions of ACAI to the Northern area. UNHCR 
maintains a permanent presence with one person deployed in the Southern border of Paso Canoas. So far 
only 13 Cubans have requested asylum since this situation arose. These asylum seekers are being 
assisted through UNHCR regular programs.  

 IOM also dispatched its assessment team —Chief of Mission and Operations staff on 16 Nov, followed by 
the CCCM/Shelter Cluster co-lead and an assistance distribution expert today, and a psycho-social 
assistance expert tomorrow. Draft combined work plans for to provide support for the CNE-coordinated 
assistance will be shared with the UNCT on 19 November. IOM has a permanent presence of 4 specialists 
on the Southern border of Paso Canoas, currently augmented by one migrant protection specialist.  
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Background on the crisis 
On Sunday November 15th 2015, Military of Nicaragua sent back Cuban migrants that entered Nicaragua through Peñas Blancas, the 
border town of Costa Rica, to the Costa Rica territory. These Cuban migrants are supposedly in transit to the U.S. to benefit from the U.S. 
immigration policy in place for the Cubans that allows Cuban migrants to stay legal in the U.S. once they enter the U.S. territory. After the 
closure of the border on November 15th, Cuban migrants have been staying in the border area (The border facility in Peñas Blancas and the 

shelters in the municipality of La Cruz and Liberia).  

Combined Field Report from assessment missions, staff and partners:   

 The migrants are calm at this moment, but the situation may change if the impasse continues for a longer 
period.  

 Several migrants reported deaths of other known migrants on boats crossing from Colombia to Panama. 

 The assistance coordination effort is strengthening its ability to assess needs and provide targeted, needs-
based coordinated assistance in all areas 

 The host communities are reported to be treating the migrants well, including La Cruz community (the 
closest community to the entry point to Nicaragua, Peñas Blancas), for instance donated significant 
amounts of food, personal care goods, and prepared meals.  

 40 Cubans blocked the inter-american highway the afternoon of 16 November. Ms. Gladys Jimenez, the 
deputy director of General Directorate of Immigration (DGME) of Costa Rica explained to the migrants that 
they would not be deported to Cuba.  

 The border situation has resulted in a back-up of at least 340 trucks waiting to cross as of 17 November, 
indicating the level of economic pressure. 

General Coordination 

 UNCT Costa Rica will work on the humanitarian issues and the support to the coordination mechanism and the 
contingency plan. UNCT Costa Rica will respond based on the government requests for support.  

 
Updates from CNE to UNCT Costa Rica 

 CNE held a meeting on November 16th 2015 in the morning to coordinate the operational effort of different 
actors (government institutions, civil society, and international organizations). 

 CNE believes that the country has sufficient capacity to respond to the situation. CNE also mentions that 
the staff in the field are coordinating in the sufficient manner. 

 Based on the official data as of 12pm on November 16th 2015, CNE and other institutions are taking care of 
1,270 personas (470 in 2 shelters and 800 in the border facility in Peñas Blancas). CNE mentions that it 
may need to analyze further actions to take if the number of migrants reaches 3,000. 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Daichi Tsuchihashi, Coordination Specialist, daichi.tsuchihashi@one.un.org, Tel: +506 2296 1544, Cell +506 8417 1634 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int.  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: daichi.tsuchihashi@one.un.org 
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