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This weekly update is produced by UNDP in collaboration with the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office in 
Sierra Leone, liaising with the Office of National Security and development partners. 
 
Situation overview 

 
Following emergency response to the landslide and floods in and around Freetown on 14 August 2017, 
the UN system in Sierra Leone is now supporting national recovery.  The UN Country Team has designated 
UNDP and the World Bank as co-leads of the effort. 
 
The Ministry of Finance and Economic Development has underscored that a national recovery strategy 
should address both the needs of those directly affected, and a plan to tackle the longer-term issues 
including environmental; climate and disaster risks; and settlement and urban development.   
 

 
Map of affected areas. 2017 

Sierra Leone: Landslide and Floods 

Recovery Bulletin # 1 (12 September 2017)  
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Recovery efforts 

 
Damage and Loss Assessment 
A World Bank team has conducted a rapid Damage and Loss Assessment (DaLA) covering four thematic 
sectors: Infrastructure (transport; electricity & telecommunications; water & sanitation; waste 
management & debris removal); Social (housing; public buildings; health; education; social protection); 
Productive (agriculture, livestock & fisheries; industry & commence; macroeconomic impacts); and Cross-
Cutting Issues (environment). The assessment included contributions from the UN system and other 
partners and results were presented to the President on 8 September.  
 
Risk Management and Recovery Action Plan 
Under the overall coordination of the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development, the UN system will 
support the development of a Risk Management and Recovery Action Plan drawing on sector-specific 
assessments, multi-hazards mapping and other relevant reports. Where gaps are identified, after 
reviewing and cross-analysing existing assessment report, the Inter-Agency exercise will undertake field 
assessment and validation exercises.   
 
The plan is to be concise, evidence-based and costed, to support Government and partners in making 
evidence-based decisions that address immediate to long-term needs of those affected and at-risk; to 
provide a roadmap for settlement and national urban planning; and, ultimately, to protect lives and 
livelihoods from future disasters. 
 
Settlement Planning and Sustainable Urbanization 
The UNCT is supporting the assessment and development of solutions for issues around settlement 
planning and sustainable urbanization in Freetown. Linked to environmental assessment and hazard 
identification work, this includes making evidence-based recommendations on potential relocation 
options.  To this end, a UN-HABITAT team concluded a scoping mission on 8 September.  
 
Taking this work forward, an Urban Risk Reduction Expert will be engaged to support the formulation of 
policy recommendations and strategies on settlement planning and sustainable urbanization, in the 
context of recovery and urban risk reduction; and the formulation of UNDP programming to respond to 
the Government priorities.  
 
Surge Team 
UNDP has engaged a Recovery and Risk Management Advisor, to coordinate the Action Plan and oversee 
the formulation of the recovery programme; and a Communication Specialist to support the mobilisation 
of resources for these purposes.   
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HEALTH  
 
Community Engagement 
In partnership with CARE, the Ministry of Health and the Social Mobilization and Communications Pillar, 
a total of 2,266 affected individuals (or 1,734 affected households) in Culvert, Dwazark, Kamayama, 
Kaningo, Murray Town, and Regent have been reached through community engagement in promoting 
hygiene, health and sanitation. Key topics included cholera prevention, use of bed nets, proper hand 
washing, nutrition, malaria prevention, and child protection.  
 
Surveillance and Preparedness 
WHO continues to support enhanced surveillance for priority diseases. Health workers are using standard 
clinical case definitions for early disease detection. All specimens tested within health facilities and also 
those submitted to confirmatory laboratories have (as of 10 September) tested negative for priority 
diseases, including cholera and dysentery. The number of suspected malaria cases has maintained the 
same general pattern as in 2016, as well as the overall positivity rate. 

Among preparedness efforts, trainings on cholera case management continue in the two affected 
districts, involving national and district rapid response teams. WHO also continues to support the Ministry 
of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) to institute Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) requirements at the 
identified Cholera Treatment Centre sites that would be used in the event of an outbreak. 

With support from the Case Management Pillar at the MoHS, temporary camps for displaced persons now 
have functional clinics for outpatient care, screening and appropriate referrals. 

OCV Campaign Planning 
Over 1 million doses of Oral Cholera Vaccine (Euvichol) were received by the Government on 7 September. 
With support from Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, WHO, UNICEF and the UK Government, the OCV campaign 
is scheduled to begin on 15 – 20 September, with the second round from 5 – 10 October. Cascade trainings 
of vaccination teams have commenced as of 9 September and Information, Education and Communication 
(IEC) materials will be distributed in target communities. Extensive community engagement will support 
implementation of the campaign and also commences this week. 
 
UNICEF  

• The first round cholera vaccination campaign targeting over 500,000 people at risk will be 
launched with the training of 60 national and zonal supervisors on 7 September. The campaign for 
the first round will run from 14 to 19 September and the second round from 4 to 9 October. 

• UNICEF supplied 145,000 gloves and 14,406 aprons for use by 694 vaccination teams during the 
two rounds of the oral cholera vaccination exercise. 

• UNICEF is supporting the Government of Sierra Leone with the customs clearance of 1,036,300 
doses of GAVI supported Oral Cholera vaccine which is scheduled to arrive on 7 September. 

 
 



Sierra Leone – Recovery Update No.1 | 4 

 

 

 

Carolyn Williams-Gerdes, Communication Specialist 
United Nations Development Programme 

carolyn.williams.gerdes@undp.org 
 

Linnea Van Wagenen, Coordination Officer 
Office of the Resident Coordinator in Sierra Leone 

linnea.vanwagenen@one.un.org, +232 79 62 35 21 

 

UNFPA 

• With UNFPA support, 83 pregnant women in flood and landslide affected communities who were 
identified and registered, received full assessments and quality healthcare. Services included 
routine antenatal care such as a full antenatal screening and an ultrasound scan at a Planned 
Parenthood Association of Sierra Leone (PPASL) clinic. Each pregnant woman will receive a mama 
and baby kit that contain items such as baby clothes; a baby bath; baby toiletries; a towel; nappies; 
socks; and wrappers (cloth wraps for mother and baby). Fifty-five dignity kits have already been 
distributed 

• UNFPA distributed 348 dignity kits alongside the World Food Programme (WFP) food distribution 
to the affected communities of Dwazark and Culvert, ensuring that the affected women and girls 
are reached with gender and culturally appropriate garments, sanitary supplies and basic hygiene 
items. The kits also contain family planning brochures, which provide key messages and facts. To 
date, 1019 dignity kits have been distributed to vulnerable women and girls in the affected 
communities. 

• On Saturday, 9 September, UNFPA distributed 55 mama and baby kits (locally known as mama en 
pikin packs) to pregnant women in the communities of Pentagon and Juba. The kits contain items 
such as baby clothes; a baby bath; baby toiletries; a towel; nappies; socks and wrappers (cloth 
wraps for mother and baby). 

 
UNAIDS 
A UNAIDS team conducted monitoring visits to removal bottlenecks affecting access to Health services in 
the affected locations. Specific services targeted include services related to maternal and Newborn Child 
Health services, ART treatment services, TB services, eMTCT services, diarrheal disease prevention and 
protection services. 
  
Health services are available including necessary human resources, supplies including ARV for adults, 
children and pregnant women. There is also appropriate referral services.  UNAIDS has partnered with 
NAS, NETIPS, CARKAP, CAFOD and other CSOs and produced a verified list of affected PLHIV and family 
members. UNAIDS is facilitating inclusion of these vulnerable population into the master list of ONS. There 
were five PLHIV who were deceased in the disaster and 32 households who are housed in host families. 
So far 110 PLHIV households have been linked to care and treatment (11 were lactating mothers and 4 
HIV+ pregnant women). Over 100 pregnant women, lactating women, children were being housed in 
classrooms by DIP and they may need specialized care. 
  
HIV and STI prevention commodities have been integrated to the dignity kits of both UNFPA, CAFOD and 
UNWOMEN and supplied to different locations. About 20,000 pieces of Male condoms has been supplied 
to partners and affected population so far. 
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Woman showing the flooding and residual water after floods. Wellington. UNDP/2017 

 

 WASH 
 
Action Against Hunger  

• So far Action Against Hunger conducted 10 days of hygiene promotion activities using community 
structures (CHWs, DMVs) in Culvert, Water Street and Bottom Ok (Wellington) 

• Daily water trucking of 40,000 liters to 8 established emergency water kiosks at culvert, wellington 
and Calaba town 

• Water point caretakers conduct hygiene promotion activities including sensitization on the use of 
aqua tabs at all 8 emergency water kiosks 

• Hand washing station caretakers conduct hygiene promotion activities at 2 established hand 
washing station in Culvert 

• Rapid assessment conducted at Old Warf on 4 September after flooding on 3 September 

Rapid assessment of 8 health facilities (Regent, Lumley, Hill Station, Pacy, Jenner Wright, Sunshine, George 
Brook, Malama) to determine caseload for deliveries, assessment of available space to establish Baby-
Friendly Spaces, and the sanitation situation. 
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UNICEF  
UNICEF, in partnership with implementing partner Catholic Relief Services (CRS), continued to support the 
daily provision and delivery of water to the affected communities. To date, 749,000 litres of water have 
been supplied through water trucking (307,000 litres in Regent, 142,000 litres in Kaningo, 95,000 litres in 
Pentagon and 205 litres in Old Skool), benefiting approximately 5,300 people (including day visitors). 
UNICEF continued to provide sanitation services at the three temporary displacement centres in Regent, 
Kaningo and Pentagon, benefitting approximately 6,500 people (including day visitors). 
 
Promotion of handwashing continued in the temporary displacement centres, through the provision of 
handwashing stations, water and soap, as well as hygiene education to communities at the temporary 
displacement centres and neighbouring communities. Hygiene education focused on proper handwashing 
and prevention of diarrheal diseases in children. To date, over 17,566 people received hygiene education 
including 6,563 in Regent, 3,261 in Kaningo, 5,232 in Pentagon, 600 in Kamayama and 1,910 in Connaught, 
34 Military, PCMH and Lumley hospitals. 
 
WASH support to communities in Western Area 
Since the beginning of the response, 108,630 Aquatabs have been distributed to 2,173 households or 
15,208 people who were directly affected by the floods and landslide [79,500 in Kaningo (1,590 
households), 12,530 in Regent (251 households) and 16,600 in Pentagon/Kamayama respectively (332 
households). The distribution was accompanied by hygiene education on effective use of the Aquatabs 
and safe water usage.  Installation of household hold water harvesting systems (HRWHS) has started. 
HRWHS will benefit 2,700 households with a complete safe water package that comprises: 
 

- 10-foot polyvinyl chloride gutter and connectors installed by trained local youths 
- 200-litre water tank with tap 
- 7 Aquatabs packs (350 tabs for three months) 
- One 20-litre bucket 
- Two 10-litre Jerry cans 

 
WASH infection prevention and control support in health facilities (hospitals and participating peripheral 
health units) 
 
Support to WASH related infection prevention and control (IPC) continued in Connaught, 34 Military, 
PCMH and Lumley hospitals, as well Kaningo Community Health Post (CHP). 
Distribution of water, soap and disinfectants and installation of permanent handwashing stations 
completed at all four hospitals listed above and the CHP. 
 
Pillar Coordination 
UNICEF continued to support the WASH pillar coordination with joint monitoring of ongoing response 
activities, conduct of regular coordination meetings, and technical advisory support. 
 
 
 
 



Sierra Leone – Recovery Update No.1 | 7 

 

 

 

Carolyn Williams-Gerdes, Communication Specialist 
United Nations Development Programme 

carolyn.williams.gerdes@undp.org 
 

Linnea Van Wagenen, Coordination Officer 
Office of the Resident Coordinator in Sierra Leone 

linnea.vanwagenen@one.un.org, +232 79 62 35 21 

 

CRS  

• With UNICEF’s support, CRS has continued daily delivery of clean, drinking water to nine locations 
– Juba Bridge, Old Skool, Juba Service, Kaningo Community Center, Regent Saio Elementary School, 
Regent Camp 2, Regent Camp 3, Dwazark, and the WFP Camp.  

 
Save the Children 

• The WASH team provided training to 48 CHWs on diarrhoea disease prevention using MoHS 
approved IEC materials in Mountain Cut and Wellington. Key messages includes Hand Washing at 
critical times; Household Water Treatment and Storage; Food Hygiene; and Early Health Seeking. 

• Trained CHWs have started the door-to-door hygiene promotion on Thursday 7th September 2017; 
each CHW to target 20 HHs per day. 

• Distributed cleaning tools to two communities (Rokupa and Tombo). 

• Hygiene items (incl sanitation products and soap), blankets, diapers and clothing were donated to 
St George’s Foundation.  

 
IOM  

• Supplied critical IPC/WASH materials (60 sets of liquid soap and paper towel) for the 30 
handwashing stations set up at Juba Barracks 

• Constructed a screening/isolation area for the health facility located at Juba Barracks at the 
request of the MOHS 

 
Until the end of this month, Street Child is still working in the communities, going door-to-door providing 
sanitation. Also, hygiene promoting communication is done through youth with megaphones and through 
discussion panels on the radio. 
 
As of September 6, CARE Sierra Leone has installed eight new units of 10,000-liter capacity water tanks in 
three affected communities of Kamayama (3 units), Pentagon (2 units) and Kanongi (1 unit). Each water 
tank is equipped with 6 water taps to allow efficient re-distribution of water. Last August 29th, CARE has 
taken over the water refilling of a 10,000-liter water tank located in Kamayama. On September 5, CARE 
took over the water refilling of another 3 units of 10,000-liter water tanks in Kaningo (1 unit), Juba Drive 
(1 unit) and Juba Junction (1 unit). From September 5 to 9, CARE supplied a total of 190,000 liters of clean 
water to the five affected communities. Efforts are underway to chlorinate the water tanks. Each 10,000-
liter of water tank supplies the daily requirement for clean water of 1,333 individuals or 222 households. 
 

FOOD & NUTRITION 

Action Against Hunger 

• Training of 88 CHWs and Lead Mothers on screening and referral of acutely malnourished children, 
IDSR and IYCF on 7 September 

• Support CHWs and Lead Mothers to conduct community screening for malnutrition in 8 
communities (Regent, Lumley, Hill Station, Pacy, Jenner Wright, Sunshine, George Brook and 
Malama) 
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UNICEF 

• Screening of children to identify the severely malnourished children at holding centers and 
community sites including case management at OTPs and IPFs 

• A second joint monitoring visit led by Directorate of Food and Nutrition, and Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry, and Food Security, together with key United Nations agencies (UNICEF, 
WHO, WFP, and FAO), and NGO partners (Action against Hunger, Street Child, and Catholic Relief 
Services) was conducted on 30 August. All affected areas were visited to review the nutrition 
programme services, and identify the needs and gaps in terms of food, supplies and services. 

• The monitoring visit confirmed that nutrition screening and referral to the nearest outpatient 
therapeutic programme (OTP) sites were done by community health workers (CHWs) on a daily 
basis. Nutrition counselling of pregnant and lactating women as well as mothers and caregivers of 
children suffering from acute malnutrition were provided by CHWs with support from 
implementing partners (Action against Hunger, and Development Initiative Project). 

• DHMT/DFN monitoring and data collection: CHW conducts household visits and screening (IYCF, 
SAM, and cholera) through Rapid Pro mobile platform 

• Report from RapidPro by CHWs working in emergency areas indicated that 1,522 children under-
five years of age were screened from 31 August to 3 September. This is a 7.5 per cent decrease in 
the number of children screened by CHWs compared to the previous period (24 to 27 September). 
This can be attributed to a reduction in the response rate by the CHWs (from 66 to 47 per cent). 

• Out of the 1,522 children screened every week, 16 had severe acute malnutrition (SAM; 1 per 
cent), and 20 (1.3 per cent) had moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). All SAM children identified 
and three MAM children were referred to the nearest outpatient therapeutic programme (OTP) 
sites for further assessment. HIV testing is also being advised at the facility level during medical 
assessment of SAM children. 

• All mothers/caregivers of the 20 children with MAM were counselled on optimal infant and young 
child and caring practices. 

• There was no reported case of breastmilk substitute donation in the flood affected areas. 

• The food and nutrition pillar finalized the standard food package for adults to guide Government, 
implementing partners, and civil societies in providing wet and dry rations to the affected 
population. The standard food package was endorsed by the pillar to ensure that food rations are 
culturally accepted, meet the nutritional requirements of the population, and food safety and 
hygiene are observed in its preparation and/or handling. However, meeting the micronutrient 
needs of the population remains a gap. 

 
WFP 

• WFP has reached 1,865 households (98 percent of planned households) in Culvert, Dwazak, Juba, 
Kaningo, Kamayama, Regent and Old Skool with the second round of two-week food rations, 
consisting of rice, pulses, fortified vegetable oil, salt and fortified complementary food 
SuperCereal. 

• The WFP SCOPE team will begin printing identification (ID) cards for verified household heads and 
distribution of the cards will begin on 12 September in Old Skool camp, Regent and Kamayama, 
followed by Dwazak, Kaningo and Juba on 13 September, ending with Culvert on 14 September. 
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The National Commission for Social Action (NaCSA) will conduct the ID card distribution with 
technical support from WFP. 

• In collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Sanitation and UNICEF, WFP provided on-the-job 
training for 25 health workers to treat moderate acute malnutrition as a component of the 
Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM) in seven health facilities in the affected 
communities. WFP also participated in a joint screening exercise to identify the initial caseload for 
severe and moderate acute malnutrition (MAM). Thus far, 55 children age 6-59 months have been 
identified with MAM and referred for treatment. 

• The WFP logistics team is developing a tool to support ONS and Republic of Sierra Leone Armed 
Forces (RSLAF) stock management and reporting. The tool will be rolled out for Operation Sugar 
Loaf (the official Government name for the relief and recovery response to landslide-affected 
households in Regent) on 12 September, followed by a training on 13 September. 

 
UNAIDS 

• UNAIDS in collaboration with CAFOD, NETHIPS, WFP, UNICEF, NAS have facilitated access to food 
and non-food items among vulnerable identified within the broader response. So far all registered 
vulnerable PLHIV and other vulnerable groups have benefited. 

 
Street Child 

• Over 5700 ready-to-eat food packages were distributed, and another with an estimated 3600 
packages delivered over the weekend.  

• With support of Concern and CRS, we now provided the informal shelters in Regent, Kaningo, 
Kamayama, Pentagon and Culvert with wet food ingredients (leaves, fish, onion, etc), to 
supplement the rice that ONS provided.  

• We are partnering with WFP, distributing their dry rations into the communities. 
 
 

 SHELTER 
 
Distributions facilitated through Street Child begun on 7 September in Culvert, Dwazark and Juba and will 
continue on 8 September in Kamayama and Kaningo if ONS/NaCSA complete the relocation of affected 
households to Juba Barracks shelter.  
 
UNOPS 
Work continues at Old School IDP camp. UNOPS continues to provide construction materials and 
supervise contractors involved in demolition of dangerous structures, repair of damaged structures, repair 
and installation of plumbing fixtures, construction of an external kitchen, construction of surface water 
and grey water drainage solutions, roof repairs, perimeter fence and raising of platforms within the tents 
to create dry conditions. 
 
IOM 

• Erected 50 tents (donated by JICA to the Government of Sierra Leone) which are now fully occupied 
by some of the displaced persons at the Juba Barracks transit site. 
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• Constructed a new kitchen facility at the Juba Barracks transit site.  

• IOM distributed Non-Food Items (NFIs) to 150 flood affected households in Mountain Cut. This is 
in addition to 167 NFI kits that had been distributed to flood affected households in Dwazark and 
Wellington. 

• IOM participated in the site assessment delegation, which comprised of National Commission for 
Social Action, Office of National Security, Ministry of Health and partners. They assessed Old 
School, Juba Barrack and flood affected areas. 

• Conducted a half-day introductory training on Camp Coordination and Camp management (CCCM) 
to 52 persons representing the GoSL camp-management agencies (ONS and NaCSA), service 
providers and members of the affected population at both the Old Skool and Juba Barracks transit 
sites. 

• Collaborated with UNFPA to deliver a training session on GBV to service providers at the Juba 
Barracks transit site 

• Completed the potential/host families capacity assessment in collaboration with CRS and NaCSA 
 
UNFPA 
UNFPA facilitated a training session on prevention of, and response to gender based violence in temporary 
shelters. The session was part of an International Organization for Migration (IOM) course on camp 
coordination and camp management at Juba Barracks. 
 
CRS  
To restore basic goods lost during the landslide and flooding, CRS provided clothing, sheets, and soap to 
164 adults and 164 children sleeping at the Kaningo Center. An additional 108 affected adults residing in 
nearby host families also received clothing and soap. 

 
 

LIVELIHOODS 

WFP 
The Cabinet of Sierra Leone authorized a cash transfer programme to support households affected by the 
disaster as they begin to rebuild their lives and livelihoods. The National Commission for Social Action 
(NaCSA), in coordination with DFID, UNICEF and WFP developed an integrated package of support for 
affected households. The safety net programme is meant to offset relocation expenses and immediate 
needs including school fees and other relief items. A grievance redress system is also being put in place 
to mitigate misuse or diversion of the cash transfers.    

 
UNOPS 
UNOPS fixed the roads and reinforce the banks where possible so traffic can once again freely move from 
the village to the main road between Hastings and the Regents part of Upper Freetown. The works 
locations were directly on either side of the Charlotte Bridge over the Congo Dam River adjacent to the 
village clinic. 
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UNICEF 

• To support the affected households, the Government (National Commission for Social Action) and 
partners are working on implementing the humanitarian cash transfer programme. The Government has 
approved US$120 as an immediate unconditional transfer of cash and two subsequent installments of 
US$30, each in October and November to support the households. These installments will be 
supplemented by an additional transfer from WFP, which is estimated as the food needs of the 
household per month. These transfers will be given to households irrespective of their family size. 
Additionally, a one-off conditional recovery aid cash transfer will be provided to the households who 
wish to voluntarily settle outside the camp. The transfers will be accompanied by a radio and 
interpersonal communication campaign to ensure that beneficiaries and the general population have a 
common understanding of the nature of the support, along with strong monitoring mechanisms to 
mitigate risks. 
 
With funding from DFID, UNICEF will be supporting the roll-out of the cash transfer programme, working 
in close collaboration with the Government (National Commission for Social Action, the MSWGCA and 
the Anti-Corruption Commission), the mobile money agent and key stakeholders and beneficiaries. 
 
UNDP 

• Supported ONS Coordination Centres, providing rain boots and coats, office equipment and 
stationery, top-up cards and 5 KV generators.   

 
 

 
Recycling rubble at Kaningo. UNDP/2017 
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ENVIRONMENT 

UNDP 
UNDP is supporting the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Government entity mandated with 
leading the development of an environmental risk assessment and hazard identification.  The Country 
Office has engaged a short-term geo-technical landslide expert to provide additional capacity to the EPA, 
and to technically support the Action Plan. The expected result of this engagement is an environmental 
risk assessment identifying areas with the greatest risk to mudslide and flooding, and a set of 
recommendations covering risk mitigation and environmental management, to be reflected in the Action 
Plan. Addressing the absence of GIS and remote sensing capacity within the EPA, the CO has requested 
the deployment of a GIS expert through a standby partner. This deployment will provide in situ technical 
support to the EPA, make recommendations and support the formulation of programming to address 
EPA’s capacity over the longer term.  
 
UNOPS 
UNOPS has distributed a total of 400 solar lanterns for use at IDP and transit camps, thus far.  In the last 
week 250 lanterns were delivered to Juba Barracks IDP camp (in addition to the lanterns already delivered 
to Regent School (12), Kamayama (15), Kaningo (13), Dwazark (10), Juba Barracks (50) and Old School 
(50)). The remaining 600 lanterns will be distributed to individual households during the coming week. 
 
UNOPS also provided support to the World Bank to estimate the infrastructure costs for their risk 
assessment report. 
 
CRS 
Together with Caritas Freetown, CRS launched community-led clean-up efforts in Culvert on 6 September, 
focusing on clearing debris and mud from rain gutters and waterways to mitigate the impact of continued 
flooding.  
 
 

 PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT / PROTECTION 
 
UNICEF 

• Since 24 August, 3,090 children have attended the child friendly spaces in the five locations 
(Regent, Kaningo, Kamayamah, Pentagon, and Old Skool), and 316 children received psychological 
first aid in the same locations. Implementing partner Family Homes Movement plans to establish 
an additional child friendly space in Juba Barracks with UNICEF providing on-site child protection 
technical support. 

• Seven protection desks were established with Family Support Unit and Ministry of Social Welfare, 
Gender and Children’s Affairs (MSWGCA) field-level presence in Regent, Kaningo, Kamayama, 
Pentagon, Dwarzark, Culvert, and Old Skool. An additional protection desk is being established in 
Juba Barracks in preparation for the arrival of affected individuals at the site. 
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• Community Health Workers are continuing to work in and around the displacement sites and 
affected communities to educate families and caregivers on key behaviours, especially on how to 
avoid cholera and malaria. Peer supervisors engaged for the emergency response reported the 
following figures for 31 August – 6 September (daily reporting via RapidPro): 8,146 households 
visited, 5,157 males and 4,149 mothers of under-five sensitized, 647 community dialogues held, 
and 807 stakeholders engaged. 
 

Save the Children  

• Save the Children has provided PSS and PFA (incl. light refreshments) to 40 inhabitants across 
Dwarzack, Regent, Old Skool and Juba on a daily basis including victims discharged from hospital. 

• Intergenerational dialogue on good parenting has been carried out in Juba for parents and 
caregivers. 

• 6 referrals made to the Protection Desk regarding SGBV and child abuse in Regent.    

• 2 rape cases referred to Protection Desk in Kamayama. 

• 3 girls (Liberians) referred in Old Skool for family tracing and reunification. 

• 10 children referred to the Protection Desk in Dwarzack for illness (1 had eye problem; others for 
stomach fevers and minor complaints). Followed up on the condition of 5 pregnant women. 

• In the absence of a Child Friendly Space, Save the Children is delivering recreation activities for 
children in Dwarzack. 

• In Old Skool, awareness session was held for adolescents (m/f) on teenage pregnancy as well as 
other sexual health/reproductive health messages. 

• Save the Children has assisted in verification efforts in Juba, Dwarzack, Kamayama and Regent. 
 
UNAIDS  

• In collaboration with Ministry of social welfare, UNWOMEN and CAFOD, PLHIV Network, 
psychosocial support and protection services have been initiated and will need to be sustained. 
There are over 14 orphans from PLHIV families have lost both parents from the mudslide and will 
need educational and livelihood support. 

• Not all PLHIV were captured in the ONS master list due to Stigma. 

• There are 14 orphans from HIV Households who lost their parents who will need immediate care 
and support. 

• NETIPS has reported low ARV stock levels necessitating 2 facilities to start rationing ARVs refills on 
2-weekly basis. 

• 32 PLHIV and families are living in host families and there is need to support them access the relief 
packages. 

 
WHO 
WHO continues to support the Ministry of Health and Sanitation to provide Psychological First Aid and 
psychosocial care to persons in temporary shelters and camps. A child clinical psychologist is now 
providing essential psychosocial (counselling) support for children impacted by the disaster. Psychiatrists 
are providing visitations and support for more complex cases, though shortages of psychiatric medications 
remains an ongoing issue. 
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CRS 
Two psychosocial staff from CRS have led child-friendly activities and provided one-on-one counseling at 
the temporary shelter site in Kaningo, reaching an average of 200 individuals daily.  
 
Handicap International  

• 35 Victims receiving rehabilitation treatment at Connaught Hospital and National Rehabilitation 
Center 

• 1 victim provided with assistive device 

• 15 groups of ten (10) members receiving PSS support at Regent, Kaingo and Kamayama 
Communities (Five groups per community) 

• Providing PSS support to affected victims through CAPS 

• Engaged 78 Children on Child Protection including children’s rights and responsibilities and few 
aspect on SGBV at Don Bosco. 

• Engaged 61 Women on Sexual and Gender Based Violence Issues and the Referral Mechanism 

• Working with Rainbow initiative to provide House to House and Community sensitization on sexual 
and Gender based Violence issues and make referrals of Victims to service providers 

• Vulnerable children affected by the mudslide and Flooding to be supported with back to school 
materials through the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 

• Trained 20 volunteers to carry out needs assessment of affected victims especially people with 
disability 

• Completed assessment on basic and specific needs of 400 housed on people with disability 
 

 
UNDP Inclusive Growth Team Leader. Wellington. UNDP/2017 
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EDUCATION 
 
UNICEF  

• Children and schools, nurseries, and preschools affected by floods/landslide supported with 
teaching and learning materials 

• In preparation for school reopening on 11 September, UNICEF has supported the Ministry of 
Education, Science and Technology (MEST) with learning materials to be distributed to affected 
children and schools. The learning materials which include exercise books, pencils, pens, rulers, 
erasers and sharpeners will benefit over 2,500 children. 

• UNICEF in collaboration with MEST have rolled out a back to school social mobilisation campaign. 
One minute radio announcements are ongoing on five national level radio stations (14 insertions 
each during peak and off peak time) focusing on key issues for communities affected by the 
emergency and motivating parents and the wider community to send children back to school. 
Weekly live community plug in radio discussions are also being conducted with speakers from 
MEST, education partners, religious leaders and other community stakeholders. 1,500 education 
awareness cards on back to school have been printed and social mobilisers have been oriented on 
the same. With support from Action Aid, 20 additional social mobilisers have been deployed in the 
affected communities. 

• 10 community development committees have been activated in the affected communities 
engaging in daily community level discussions on the key education messages (sending children 
back to school, infection prevention, reducing drop outs, psychological support, schools safety, 
etc.). To date, 190 community dialogues have been held in the affected communities. 

• MEST developing list of recommendations for children at Old Skool. Learning materials have been 
prepositioned. The rapid assessment of 120 schools, 35 deemed affected and 18,000 students. 
Seven schools are closed.  

• The school fee waiver has not been decided, and will depend on cash transfer 

• Back-to-school social mobilization has begun on radio stations and weekly radio discussions 

• 1,500 education awareness cards printed and will be distributed in affected communities 

• 10 community development committees activated for education messages. 190 community 
dialogues have been held. 

 
Bilateral and Private Sector Support 

 

• Japan: Relief items such as 100 tents, 6,39 of blankets, 1,320 sleeping pads, 163 plastic sheets, 30 
units of water purifiers and 1,500 of portable jerry cans are distributed across affected regions of 
the country 

• ECOWAS (including WAHO): US$300,000  

• Ghana: 28MT of relief items;  

• Togo: $500,000  

• Liberia: 20 vehicles to bring medical and food supplies  

• Nigeria: 315MT of assorted relief materials and one million dollars to Sierra Leone 
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• Côte d’Ivoire: 1.5MT of medical supplies  

• Senegal: $100,000  

• Morocco: 66MT of tents, blankets, cholera kits, transported by Royal Armed Forces  

• China: $1 million to the GoSL through its embassy in Freetown.  

• Chinese Chamber of Commerce in Sierra Leone: $83,000  

• Chinese Ambassador to Sierra Leone, WU Peng handed over $100,000 from the Red Cross Society 
of China to Sierra Leone Red Cross Society (SLRCS) as a disaster relief fund. 

• Israel has announced it will send medicine, clean water, and blankets via the embassy in Senegal. 

• Spain: EUR 60,000, and deployment of a technical team to help with body identification;  

• UK: GBP 5 million  

• EU: EUR 300,000 for vulnerable families affected by disaster (through local and international 
partners) 

• Ireland: EUR 400,000 for INGOs 

• Mercury International: $55,000  

• United Bank of Africa CEO: $500,00 USD to Sierra Leone  

• Africell: $67,000  

• Red Cross: Appeal for $4.8 million  

• Switzerland: Pledge of CHF 400 000 to IFCR Appeal (WASH, primary health)  

• Qatar: Cargo with medical and surgical supplies 

• Germany: EUR 90,000 through Deutsche Welthungerhilfe Freetown (for purchase and distribution 
of mattresses and blankets and food packages); EUR 135.000 pledge to Caritas International (for 
purchase and distribution of food, clothes and psycho-social support) 

• Netherlands: EUR 580,000 to the International Red Cross Society  

• Turkish Red Crescent: Deployment of delegates to Freetown, via an air freighter containing 2.5MT 
wheat flour; 2.5MT pasta; 2.5MT rice; 100 tents; 100 kitchen kits; 12,300 razor blades and 1MT 
liquid soap. The relief materials were received by the Sierra Leone Red Cross with $15,000.00 for 
additional support.  

• UK: Team from the British Geological Survey (BGS) and ARUP to assess the risk of further landslides 
in the already-affected zone. 

• Canadian Humanitarian Assistance Fund: $275,000 to Care Canada 

• South Africa: $615,000 to WFP Sierra Leone  

• IOM: Team of emergency managers to provide technical support to the GoSL 

• OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID): Approval of emergency assistance and support 
to emergency operations. A grant will be channelled through the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). 

• Botswana: $100,000 to GoSL 
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Link to situation and operational maps and reports: 
http://reliefweb.int/disaster/ms-2017-000109-sle 
https://maps.mapaction.org/event/sierra-leone-landslides 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

Future situation updates will be issued by the UNDP office on a weekly basis. 
 

INPUTS SHOULD BE SHARED VIA ONLINE FORM AT https://goo.gl/forms/FCtCQiznjaNmDgmH3. 
THE DEADLINE FOR INPUTS IS MONDAY AFTERNOON, NO LATER THAN 14:00 AND WE WILL BE UNABLE TO 

INCLUDE INPUTS RECEIVED AFTER THIS TIME. 
 

In addition, please note that this is a summary of events and activities of the last 7 days and it is therefore 
important that information is not duplicated or copied from the week before. 

 

 

 

https://maps.mapaction.org/event/sierra-leone-landslides
https://goo.gl/forms/FCtCQiznjaNmDgmH3

