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Highlights 

¾ As part of its scale-up efforts and based on a 
request from the Ministry of Health and 
Sanitation (MOHS), International Medical 
Corps, in coordination with donors and other 
partners, will open and manage a new Ebola 
Treatment Unit (ETU) in Lunsar in the 
Northern Province. MOHS in Sierra Leone 
made a decision to change the proposed 
location of the ETU after a determination that 
the original site in Gbomsamba was unsuitable 
for an ETU.  
 

¾ International Medical Corps is coordinating 
with MOHS regarding the construction, 
supervision, and management of the ETU at 
Lunsar.  

 
¾ International Medical Corps assisted in training 36 health care workers on the use of PPE at the 

stadium on 19 and 20 September. 
 

¾ International Medical Corps is continuing discussions with MOHS about setting up and managing an 
ETU in or around Freetown. 

 

Situation Overview:  

As of 21 September 2014, the MOHS reported a total of 1,940 suspected, probable, and confirmed Ebola 
Virus Disease (EVD) cases, including 550 deaths and 374 cases of recovery and eventual discharge in 
Sierra Leone.1 In a situation report released 22 September 2014, WHO stated that there have been 
5,335 cumulative cases of EVD across the sub region and 2,622 deaths. Since the onset of the outbreak, 
there have been 348 cases of EVD reported among health workers (96 in Sierra Leone), with 186 deaths 
(61 in Sierra Leone).2   
 
The incidence of EVD in Sierra Leone continues to rise, and in the capital of Freetown and the 
surrounding urban areas, the rate of transmission remains high. In Kailahun and Kenema, however, the 
number of newly reported cases appears to have stabilised. WHO continues to monitor response efforts 
in five specific domains: case management, case diagnosis, surveillance, safe burials, and social 
mobilization.3 
                                                           
1 Government of Sierra Leone, Ministry of Health and Sanitation, EBOLA VIRUS DISEASE - SITUATION REPORT (Sit-Rep) – 22 
September 2014. http://health.gov.sl/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Ebola-Situation-Report_Vol-117.pdf 
2 World Health Organization, Ebola Response Roadmap Situation Report, 18 September 2014. 
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/133833/1/roadmapsitrep4_eng.pdf?ua=1  
3 Ibid.  

 

International Medical Corps participated in WHO training in 
Sierra Leone.  
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International Medical Corps Response & Program Strategy: 
 
At this time, International Medical Corps is focusing its efforts on opening and managing an Ebola 
Treatment Unit in Sierra Leone. The location of the facility is in Lunsar, Northern Province; it was 
changed from Gbomsamba after a determination that the original site was not suitable to support an 
ETU. The decision to construct the site in Lunsar was decided in collaboration with the Government of 
Sierra Leone and other key stakeholders. The facility will admit identified, suspected or probable cases 
24 hours per day. All staff working in the Ebola Treatment Unit will be trained by experts in EVD case 
management and PPE usage to ensure optimal patient care and infection control.   

International Medical Corps program activities will also include the operation of ambulance services 
for the transport of suspected, probable, and confirmed EVD cases to the ETU. The cases will be 
admitted to the ETU and receive supportive treatment. International Medical Corps will also provide 
safe burial services for deceased EVD patients.   

International Medical Corps is mobilizing program and operational staff (particularly clinical, logistics, 
psychosocial, and WASH) from International Medical Corps' internal roster, national and international 
partner organizations, and though external recruitment. More information on recruitment can be found 
here: https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/ebola-emergency-response. 

International Medical Corps will continue discussions with partner organizations to explore additional 
consortium-based interventions including the implementation of a clinical component, social 
mobilization, mental health, child protection, and capacity building through advocacy and collaboration. 
However, at this time, the Emergency Response Team is focusing its immediate attention on opening 
an ETU in Sierra Leone.  
 

Since its inception 30 years ago, International Medical Corps' mission has been consistent: relieve the 
suffering of those impacted by war, natural disaster and disease, by delivering vital health care services that 

focus on training. This approach of helping people help themselves is critical to returning devastated 
populations to self-reliance. 

 
If you would like further information, or are interested in supporting International Medical 

Corps efforts in Sierra Leone, please contact: 
 

Rabih Torbay, Response Manager Lead (HQ) rtorbay@internationalmedicalcorps.org 

Hussien Ibrahim, ERT Team Director (Sierra Leone) hibrahim@internationalmedicalcorps.org 

 

 

  

 

 


