
 
 
 
 
 
 

Situation Report No. 04       
Freetown, Sierra Leone  

September 16, 2014 
Covering period: 03 Sept – 15 Sept  

 

 Highlights 
 

 Upon request from the Ministry of Health 
and Sanitation (MOHS), International 
Medical Corps will provide support for 
management of the Ebola Treatment Center 
(ETC) at Gbomsamba. Additionally, 
negotiations about the construction of the 
facility in adherence with international 
standards have commenced.  

 Nationwide, Ebola House to House Talks and 
the concurrent lockdown will take place for 
a period of three days, from September 19 to 
21 September, rather than four days as 
initially planned. 

 
 On 3 and 4 September International Medical 

Corps facilitated an Ebola 101 training for 
over 50 staff of Street Child, a local NGO with 
more than 600 educators and program officers, nationwide in Sierra Leone. Trainees 
represented all 12 districts in Sierra Leone. 

 

Situation Overview:  

According to MOHS data, as of 13 September, there have been 1,603 suspected, probable, and confirmed 
cases of EVD in Sierra Leone, and 511 suspected, probable, and confirmed case deaths. The MOHS report 
also states that 314 patients have survived EVD and have subsequently been discharged.1 Since the 
onset of the outbreak, the incidence of EVD in Sierra Leone has remained very high.2  

Infections among healthcare workers continues to be a concern throughout this outbreak. Over the 
weekend, a fourth doctor from Sierra Leone who contracted Ebola has died. As of 7 September, the WHO 
reports that there have been 301 confirmed, probable, and suspected cases of EVD among healthcare 
workers in the sub-region, of which 74 cases occurred in Sierra Leone.4 

From 19 to 21 September, the government of Sierra Leone is instituting a lockdown in which people are 
being ordered to stay in their homes. During that time period, House to House Family Sensitization on 
Ebola is scheduled to take place in which three-person teams will attempt to reach 100 percent of 
households with educational materials on Ebola prevention and precautionary measures, assistance for 
sick persons, and soap for hand washing. Most businesses will remain closed to participate in the house-
to-house campaign. Essential air travel will proceed according to schedule, with boats and ferries 
available for transport to Lungi International Airport. Only those with pre-approved passes will be 
allowed to move around freely, as well as travel throughout the country. 

 

1Government of Sierra Leone, Ministry of Health and Sanitation. http://health.gov.sl/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Ebola-Situation-Report_Vol-109.pdf 
2 World Health Organization, Ebola Response Road Map Situation Report 3.  http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/133073/1/roadmapsitrep3_eng.pdf?ua=1  
4 World Health Organization, Ebola Response Road Map Situation Report 3.  http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/133073/1/roadmapsitrep3_eng.pdf?ua=1  

 

International Medical Corps staff demonstrating donning PPE 
for Street Child NGO. International Medical Corps trained 
Street Child staff on topics of signs and symptoms, transmission, 
prevention, contact tracing, and Ebola and nutrition.  
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International Medical Corps Response & Program Strategy: 
 
International Medical Corps is working to ensure that patients with suspected, probable, and confirmed 
diagnosis of EVD can access services and are provided with appropriate and supportive treatment. At 
this time, International Medical Corps is focusing its efforts on opening and managing an Ebola 
Treatment Center in Sierra Leone. The location of the facility is determined to be Gbomsamba which 
was decided in collaboration with the Government of Sierra Leone and other key stakeholders. The 
facility will admit identified, suspected or probable cases 24 hours per day. All staff working in the EVD 
case management facility will be trained by experts and will undergo a period of mentoring and on-the-
job training.  

International Medical Corps is mobilizing program and operational staff (particularly clinical, logistics, 
and WASH) from International Medical Corps' internal roster, national and international partner 
organizations, and though external recruitment. More information on recruitment can be found here: 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/ebola-emergency-response. 

International Medical Corps will continue discussions with partner organizations to explore additional 
consortium-based interventions including the implementation of a clinical component, social 
mobilization, mental health, child protection, and capacity building through advocacy and collaboration. 
However, at this time, the Emergency Response Team is focusing all of its immediate attention on 
opening an ETC in Sierra Leone.  

 

Since its inception 30 years ago, International Medical Corps' mission has been consistent: relieve the 
suffering of those impacted by war, natural disaster and disease, by delivering vital health care services 

that focus on training. This approach of helping people help themselves is critical to returning devastated 
populations to self-reliance. 

If you would like further information, or are interested in supporting International Medical 
Corps efforts in Sierra Leone, please contact: 

Rabih Torbay, Response Manager Lead (HQ) rtorbay@internationalmedicalcorps.org 
Hussien Ibrahim, ERT Team Director (Sierra Leone) hibrahim@internationalmedicalcorps.org 
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