
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Sierra Leone Country Page - http://www.wfp.org/countries/sierra-leone 
 

	  

	  

	  

WFP Sierra Leone | Brief                                 
Reporting period: 1 October – 31 December 2015                
Country Director: Peter Scott-Bowden 

 

W
FP

 S
ie

rr
a 

Le
o

n
e 

| 
B
ri

ef
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
COUNTRY STRATEGY 

	  

OPERATIONS 

  Project  
Duration 

Planned 
number 

of people 

Total  
requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  
received  
(in USD) 

Total 
Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  
Net Funding 

Requirements 
(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

CP 200336 
Country Programme 
Sierra Leone (2013-
2015) 

Jan 2013 – 
Mar 2016 

836,840 45,388,137 37,167,571 82% - 

Japan, Republic of 
Sierra Leone, UK, 
European 
Commission, 
Multilateral 

EMOP 200761.SL 
Support to 
Populations in Areas 
Affected by the 
Ebola Outbreak in 
Guinea, Liberia, and 
Sierra Leone 

Sep 2014 – 
Dec 2015 

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

USA, Republic of 
Sierra Leone, 
Canada, 
Germany, UN 
CERF 

SO 200773.SL 
Logistics Common 
Services for the 
Humanitarian 
Community’s 
Response to the 
Ebola outbreak in 
West Africa 

Oct 2014 – 
Dec 2015 

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

USA, Republic of 
Sierra Leone, 
Canada, 
Germany, UN 
CERF 

*January – June 2016 
Summary of WFP assistance 
WFP’s Emergency Operation (EMOP 200761) focused on supporting the medical response to stop the spread of EVD by 
meeting the basic food and nutrition needs of affected families and communities in Sierra Leone. WFP provides food 
assistance to care for patients and their caretakers in treatment centres and to survivors upon discharge, to contain 
the spread of the virus in hotspot communities and quarantined households and to protect households in areas most 
affected by the virus as well as Ebola driven vulnerable groups. 
 
Alongside the EMOP, WFP managed the regional Special Operation (SO 200773), enabling the global response of the 
humanitarian community by providing logistics support, supply chain, infrastructure development, emergency 
telecommunications, and humanitarian air services across Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. 
 
While most of the Country Programme has been on hold due to the Ebola outbreak and subsequent risks of EVD 
transmission in group settings, WFP continued to provide food assistance to patients living with HIV. In the final 
quarter of 2015, WFP resumed a targeted supplementary feeding programme (TSFP) to provide treatment for 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) in children age 6-59 months and pregnant and nursing mothers under its Country 
Programme (CP200336). 
 

ETC   Logistics Cluster 

In Sierra Leone, WFP supported the response to ebola 
through regional operations (EMOP 200761 and SO 200773) 
which came to a close on 31 December 2015. The 
operations focused on supporting Sierra Leone get to ‘zero’ 
Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) cases and maintain a resilient 
zero. Food and nutrition support was provided to affected 
families and communities in Sierra Leone, Guinea and 
Liberia, under the care, contain and protect pillars. Logistics 
assistance, supply chain management, engineering, 
emergency telecommunications, and humanitarian air 
services were provided across the three affected countries to 
support the overall humanitarian response. WFP also runs a 
Country Programme (CP 200336), which has school feeding, 
nutrition and food/cash-for assets components.  
 
WFP has been present in Sierra Leone since 1968.  Photo	  ©	  WFP/Francis	  BOIMA	  
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  
 

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP continues to engage with government line ministries, sister UN agencies and other humanitarian partners to 
return to zero Ebola cases and to focus on recovery activities. Future EVD outbreaks will be managed by the Ministry 
of Health & Sanitation (MOHS) and the Office of National Security with support from partners. Nutrition activities are 
coordinated jointly with the MOHS and implementing partners. Key cooperating partners for food distributions include 
both local and international NGOs. 
 
COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Sierra Leone, since the end of a decade-long conflict in 
2002, had made significant progress towards peace-
building, the resettlement of displaced populations, the 
reconstruction of war-affected communities and 
rehabilitation of productive household and community 
assets. Sierra Leone is now ranked the 59th most peaceful 
country in the world out of 162 countries surveyed by the 
Global Peace Index (GPI) for 2015. However, the recent 
Ebola Disease Virus (EVD) outbreak, which erupted in 
Kailahun District in May 2014 – a spill-over from Guinea & 
Liberia - has severely devastated the country’s economy, 
and claimed the lives of nearly 4,000 people causing large-
scale human suffering. On 7 November 2015, the Ebola 
Outbreak was declared ended, after 42 days no new cases; 
a new EVD case was confirmed on 15 January 2016.  
 
Sierra Leone faces significant challenges related to food 
security and nutrition. The country has been ranked having 
an alarming hunger level, scoring 113 out of 117 surveyed 
in in the 2015 Global Hunger Index and 183 out of 187 
countries on the 2014 UNDP Human Development Index. 
According to the 2015 Emergency Food Security 
Assessment the national prevalence of food insecurity 
stands at 43 percent, of which 7 percent is severe food 
insecurity. Local production of rice, the main staple crop in Sierra Leone, remains inadequate to satisfy national 
requirements.  
 
Over 70 percent of the population lives below the national poverty line of USD 2 per day. According to the 2013 
Demographic and Health Survey, net primary school enrolment is between 62 and 69 percent and drop-out rates are 
high, especially among girls in their early teens. The 2014 Standardized Monitoring Assessment and Relief in 
Transition survey (SMART) shows that at the national level the global acute child malnutrition rate is 4.7 percent and 
29.8 percent of children under five are chronically malnourished. Malnutrition rates vary greatly between districts. The 
country now runs free health care for pregnant and nursing mothers and children under 5, which has increased access 
to healthcare and may contribute to the reduction of the high maternal and infant mortality rates. Malnourished 
children require special foods, including fortified blended food, which many households are unable to access. 
Therefore, food assistance remains crucial for the country’s most vulnerable populations. 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

• The nutrition targeted supplementary feeding 
programme (TSFP) under the CP was reinstated in 
WFP’s portfolio in the country where WFP is providing 
nutritional support to about 46,000 children and 
mothers for the treatment of moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM).   

• Data collection from 30,000 households in all chiefdoms 
in the country was completed for the 2015 
Comprehensive Food Security & Vulnerability Analysis 
(CFSVA). The CFSVA is a baseline survey that will 
provide an in-depth picture of the food security situation 
and the vulnerability of households in Sierra Leone. The 
results of the survey will help to ensure the 
development of targeted and evidence based 
programmes that will build a more resilient and food 
secure Sierra Leone in the context of Ebola recovery. A 
draft report is expected in early 2016. 

• To replace the regional SO, WFP has developed a 
country level SO (200927) for service provision on a 
cost recovery basis, in line with WHO’s Phase III plan. 
In addition to providing logistics support where needed, 
WFP will provide training to government counterparts on 
emergency preparedness and response to enable Rapid 
Response Teams when future outbreaks occur.  

• The EVD outbreak was declared over in Sierra Leone on 
7 November 2015. On 15 January 2015, a positive Ebola 
case was recorded. Food assistance was provided for 
those under quarantine within 12 hours and additional 
logistics support will be provided to partners in the 
framework of the UN’s ‘no regrets’ approach. 

• Heavy duty trucks are finding it difficult to reach final 
delivery points in in some districts due to bad roads. 
Where necessary, WFP is rendering light vehicle support 
to take food to communities where the trucks cannot 
reach. 

• The resumption of the school feeding programme has 
been delayed as discussions continue for the roll-out a 
government led national school feeding programme for 
more than one million primary school children. WFP 
continues to engage with the government and school 
feeding stakeholders to determine WFP’s roles and 
responsibilities to support the national school feeding 
programme. 
 


