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Education in Danger  
Monthly News Brief 

 

Africa 
Burkina Faso 

06 September 2020: In Youloupo village, Didyr department, Sanguie 
province,  Centre-Ouest region, a school director was killed by gunmen.* 
Source: ACLED1 

 

Burundi 
06 September 2020: In Maramvya, Burambi commune, Rumonge 
province, Red Tabara members attacked three houses, injuring the 
director of a school who was also a local CNDD-FDD activist and killing 
his wife, a teacher. In the same incident, the couple’s two children were 
wounded, one of whom later died. The school director and the remaining 
son were taken to hospital. The attack appears to have had political 
motives, with the local Imbonerakure leader also killed in his house in this 
triple attack. Five suspects were arrested. Sources: SOS Medias 
Burundi I, SOS Medias Burundi II and VOA 

 

28 September 2020: In Ruhanza, Giheta commune, Gitega province, a 
teacher was abducted by men wearing police uniforms. His whereabouts 
are unknown. Sources: Radio Publique Africaine and SOS Medias 
Burundi 
 

Ethiopia 

06-13 September 2020: In Metekel zone, Benishangul-Gumuz region, an 
unnamed elementary school was used by armed militiamen to execute an 
unspecified number of civilians. The group killed approximately 140 
civilians and forced hundreds to flee.* Source: Garda World 

 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 

04 September 2020: In Kalemie town, Tanganyika province, the Mulange 
Primary School was burgled by bandits who stole hand washing kits 
intended to fight COVID-19, as well as office equipment and plastic chairs. 
Source: Le Pouvoir du Peuple  
 

14 September 2020: In Rubare town, Rutshuru territory, North Kivu 
province, the director of a school was abducted by militiamen who broke 
into his house.* Source: ACLED1 

 

29 September 2020: In Kausa village, Masisi territory, North Kivu 
province, a teacher and director of a local school was shot dead by 
unidentified gunmen.* Source: ACLED1 

 

Mali 
29 September 2020: In Zogora, Bankass, Mopti, a teacher was abducted 
by unknown gunmen and later released.* Source: ACLED1 

 

 

This monthly digest 
compiles reported incidents 
of threatened or actual 
violence affecting 
education. 

It is prepared by Insecurity 
Insight from information 
available in open sources.  

The listed reports have not 
been independently verified 
and do not represent the 
totality of events that affected 
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Protect Education from 
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Threats and Violence Against Schools and Teachers 

This section covers events affecting schools and teachers.                                         
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Attacks on Schools 2020 
Since the pandemic was 
declared, the overall 
number of violently 
damaged schools declined. 
However, violence against 
school buildings remains a 
concern in Burkina Faso, 
Mozambique, Ukraine, and 
Yemen. Read more 

https://acleddata.com/
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2020/09/07/burambi-trois-personnes-dont-un-responsable-local-des-imbonerakure-tuees/
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2020/09/07/burambi-trois-personnes-dont-un-responsable-local-des-imbonerakure-tuees/
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2020/09/07/burambi-interpellation-de-cinq-personnes-apres-lattaque-qui-a-coute-la-vie-a-trois-individus/
https://www.voanews.com/africa/burundi-rebel-group-claims-attacks-new-offensive
https://www.rpa.bi/index.php/actualites/3droits-de-l-homme/un-enseignant-de-giheta-enleve-en-plein-milieu-de-la-journee
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2020/10/06/gitega-une-semaine-apres-lenlevement-de-remy-niyonkuru-sa-famille-dit-avoir-perdu-espoir/
https://www.sosmediasburundi.org/2020/10/06/gitega-une-semaine-apres-lenlevement-de-remy-niyonkuru-sa-famille-dit-avoir-perdu-espoir/
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/380461/ethiopia-dozens-killed-in-militia-attacks-in-metekel-benishangul-gumuz-region-september-6-13
http://lepouvoirdupeuple/
https://acleddata.com/
https://acleddata.com/
https://acleddata.com/
http://www.protectingeducation.org/
http://www.protectingeducation.org/
http://www.protectingeducation.org/
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/sind-education-in-danger-monthly-news-briefs-dataset
http://insecurityinsight.org/projects/education-in-danger/education-in-danger-monthly-news-brief
https://aidindanger.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=6ca1f5d2d10a8ab5e9333c51f&id=e0600a616e
https://bit.ly/2W8A0qe
https://bit.ly/2W8A0qe
https://bit.ly/2W8A0qe
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Nigeria 

11 September 2020 (Update): In Sango area, Ogun state, police arrested a male teacher at a private 
school, after a 15-year-old student informed the school proprietress that he had been raping and 
blackmailing her repeatedly since the reopening of the school. Source: Vanguard 

 

14-16 September 2020: In Lagos city, unions prevented the vice-chancellor and students from entering 
Lagos State University over a delay in the implementation of the new minimum wage to all tertiary 
institutions. Source: Eons Intelligence 

 

South Sudan 

18 September 2020: In Bor town, Jonglei state, police arrested the Director of Secondary Education at 
the state Ministry of Education after he allegedly fired a weapon into the air to disperse protesting 
secondary school teachers who were demanding their salary arrears.  On 25 September, they released 
him on bail, awaiting court proceedings.* Sources: Radio Tamazuj I and Radio Tamazuj II  
 

Sudan 

16 September 2020 In Khartoum, El Nilein University staff led by the University Lecturers Association held 
a vigil in front of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, protesting that their August 
salaries have not been paid. Source: Dabanga Sudan 

Asia 

Afghanistan 

Around 03 September 2020: ln Lal Pur district, Nangarhar province, one civilian was killed and three 
wounded during a visit to a school by a provincial education officer and delegation. Source: ACLED1 

 

15 September 2020:  In Hakimabad, Khogyani district, Nangarhar province, a teacher at the Nangarhar 
University was shot dead by gunmen while on his way to work.* Source: Khaama Press  
 

India 

22 September 2020: In Meerut city, district and division, Uttar Pradesh state, a teacher was imprisoned 
for raping a five-year-old pupil at an unnamed government primary school. When the child first reported 
the abuse to her parents, locals and parents stormed the school, locked the teacher in a room and called 
the police to have the teacher arrested. Source: The Indian Express 

 

The Philippines 

25 September 2020: In Barangay Poblacion 8, Midsayap municipality, Cotabato province, Soccsksargena 
region, a public-school teacher and drug suspect was killed during an anti-narcotics operation by joint 
police and PDEA team. Sources: ACLED1 and Philstar 

 

Thailand 

23 September 2020: At Tochut village, Moo 6, tambon Phithen sub-district, Thung Yang Daeng district, 
Pattani province, a school guard was shot dead by Malay Muslim Separatists who stole his handgun as 
he left the school.* Source: ACLED1 

Middle East and North Africa 

Iraq 

26 September 2020: At Al Qahtanya village, Sinjar district, Nineveh governorate, a school security guard 
was shot dead by gunmen who used silenced weapons. Source: ACLED1 

 

Israel 
01 September 2020: In Ramla city, Central district, a stray bullet fired during a clash between rival criminal 
families killed a female teacher of Dror High School as she was hanging laundry out to dry in her home. 
Sources: The Jerusalem Post, Times of Israel I,  and Times of Israel II 
 

14 September 2020: In Tel Aviv city, two anti-asylum seeker activists pepper-sprayed a security guard at 
the entrance of the Keshet-Gvanim School for international students. The suspects claimed that it was the 
guard who sprayed at them after parents of students attacked one of them. Source: Haaretz 

 

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/09/teacher-arrested-for-defiling-sss-3-student-in-ogun/
https://eonsintelligence.com/details/news-108923456/update-normalcy-restored-at-lasu-as-unions-suspend-two-day-protest-1601036630
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/jonglei-education-director-arrested-for-firing-gun-into-the-air-during-teachers-protests
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/jonglei-secondary-school-education-director-released#:~:text=Police%20in%20Bor%20town%20of,teacher's%20protest%20in%20mid%2DSeptember.
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/khartoum-university-staff-threaten-strike
https://acleddata.com/
https://www.khaama.com/unknown-gunmen-assassinates-university-professor-nangarhar-987654/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/lucknow/5-year-old-raped-in-meerut-school-teacher-arrested-6607330/
https://acleddata.com/
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2020/09/26/2045121/teacher-killed-north-cotabato-drug-sting
https://acleddata.com/
https://acleddata.com/
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/teacher-killed-in-ramle-hours-before-start-of-school-year-640700
https://www.timesofisrael.com/teacher-killed-by-stray-bullet-in-ramle-hours-before-start-of-school-year/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/ramle-teacher-killed-by-stray-bullet-had-prepared-balloons-for-her-students/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-prominent-anti-refugee-activist-arrested-again-at-south-tel-aviv-school-1.9154452
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Lebanon 

22 September 2020 (DoA): In Beirut, a Syrian refugee man who works as an Arabic teacher at the Saifi 
Institute has been unable to travel to Ireland, where he intends to attend the Trinity College Dublin, as the 
Irish authorities continue to deny him an entry visa, citing concerns over his financial means and a lack of 
evidence regarding his legal status in Lebanon and his academic qualifications. Source: Irish Times 

 

Yemen 

09 September 2020: In Sanaa, Maain, Amanat al Asimah governorate, a professor was kidnapped by 
Houthi forces when he was entering the faculty of literature of Sanaa University.* Source: ACLED1 

 

21 September 2020: Near Bayt Maghari, Hays, Al Hudaydah,  a school was demolished by explosives.* 
Source: CIMP 

 

25 September 2020: In Marib city, Marib governorate, a school was hit by airstrikes.* Source: CIMP 

 

26 September 2020: In the As Sarmain area, Sabir Al Mawadim district, Taizz governorate, a school was 
hit by artillery shells, injuring four civilians.* Source: CIMP 

The Americas 

Colombia 

03 September 2020: In a rural area of Tumaco, Narino department, an Awa Indigenous leader and teacher 
at the Pueblo de los Awa (in the Piguambi Palangala reserve, La Llorente village) was killed by unidentified 
armed individuals. The victim had received death threats in the past and had requested protection to the 
Unidad Nacional de Protección.* Sources: Tele sur TV  and  El Colombiano 

 

Mexico 

Around 15 September 2020:  In Colonia Ruffo Figueroa, Iguala de la Independencia city, Guerrero state, 
an administrative worker at the Ministry of Education in Guerrero was shot dead by an unknown 
perpetrator(s). Source: ACLED1 

 
 

Africa 

Burundi 
23 September 2020: In Rurtyazo, Kayokwe commune, Mwaro province, a young student  was shot dead 
by an unidentified armed group. Source: ACLED1 

 

Cameroon 

07 September 2020: In Dschang city, Menoua department, West region, bandits killed a male student at 
the University of Dschang, after stealing his bike. Source: Mimimefo Info 

 

Ghana 

06 September 2020: In Ho city and municipality district, Volta region, a man broke into the hostel room of 
a student and stole a laptop, a cellular phone and a phone accessory. The following day, the same 
perpetrator broke into the hostel room of a student and attacked him with a flick knife and screwdriver, 
before taking away a laptop, mobile phone and GHC1,000. The perpetrator fractured his right knee when 
some students started chasing him. He was then handed over to police. Source: Ghanian Times 

 

South Africa 

06 September 2020: In Cape Town, police arrested an unspecified number of students at the Cape 
Peninsula University of Technology from their residence for allegedly taking part in protests. They were 
released on bail on 07 September but remained without accommodation as one of the court conditions 
was that they do not return to their previous housing centre. Source: IOL 

 

Threats and Violence Against Students 
This section covers events affecting students and school children.  

  

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/education/syrian-refugee-injured-in-beirut-seeking-visa-to-attend-trinity-1.4361558
https://acleddata.com/
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
https://civilianimpactmonitoring.org/
https://www.telesurtv.net/news/colombia-denuncian-asesinato-lider-indigena-tumaco-20200906-0003.html
https://www.elcolombiano.com/colombia/paz-y-derechos-humanos/denuncian-asesinato-de-profesor-indigena-en-tumaco-LA13575934
https://acleddata.com/
https://acleddata.com/
https://mimimefoinfos.com/national-and-international-news-roundup-8th-september-2020/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202009150709.html
https://www.iol.co.za/capetimes/news/evicted-cput-protesting-students-search-for-new-place-to-live-792d0def-f21f-4a57-aeb2-adebaa70cf8f
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Asia 

Afghanistan 

17 September 2020 (as reported): In Khuram Wa Sarbagh district, Samangan province, two students 
were killed by Afghan forces fire. Source: ACLED1 

 

Myanmar 

07 September 2020: In Sittwe city, Rakhine state, Myanmar authorities arrested three students from the 
Rakhine Student Union for not observing a law against large gatherings during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The students were participating in a protest against the Myanmar Government’s internet ban on eight 
Rakhine townships. Source: Birmingham Star 

 

12 September 2020: In Mandalay city, district and region, police charged 15 college students from the All 
Burma Student Union when they held protests demanding an end to armed conflicts and the Rakhine 
internet ban. Source: Birmingham Star 

Middle East and North Africa 

Syrian Arab Republic 

20 September 2020: In Damascus city and governorate, a male college student studying at the 
Mechanical Engineering faculty of Damascus University was arrested by governmental authorities and 
taken to the city’s Political Security branch. Source: SNHR 

 

Yemen 

20 September 2020: In Bayt al Ahmar, Sanhan, Sanaa governorate, thirty students were kidnapped by 
Houthi forces. Source: ACLED1 

The Americas 

Colombia 
10 September 2020: In a rural area of Jambalo, Cauca department, a 15-year-old indigenous student 
from the Pitayo Indigenous Reserve was stopped by a group of police officers on his way to buy materials 
for a school assignment. The minor was handcuffed, taken to the police station and stripped naked. 
Source: El Tiempo                                         

                                                                              
 
1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 10 October 2020 

This document is part of the Education in Danger project. It is published by Insecurity Insight. It is 

made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 

International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of USAID or the U.S. Government.  

 

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the 

provision of aid delivery and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, 

or with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the 

provision of education and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or 

with consideration to, such information remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. Find 

about more on definitions used by Insecurity Insight and by GCPEA here.  
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https://acleddata.com/
https://www.birminghamstar.com/news/266374009/myanmar-arrests-three-students-for-protesting-rakhine-internet-ban
https://www.birminghamstar.com/news/266374009/myanmar-arrests-three-students-for-protesting-rakhine-internet-ban
http://sn4hr.org/sites/news/2020/09/22/syrian-regime-forces-arrested-college-student-damascus-city-september-20/
https://acleddata.com/
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/cali/denuncian-presunto-abuso-policial-contra-menor-en-jambalo-cauca-537283
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2018/12/TermsofUse_AttributionPolicy_Final_12.10.2018.pdf
http://insecurityinsight.org/methodology-and-definitions#section_education_in_danger

