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FIGURES 

# of food insecure people 
(FSNAU: Sept. 2019) 

4.8m 

# of people in emergency 
and crisis (IPC Phases 3&4, 
Sept. 2019) 

1.2m 

# of people in stress (IPC 
Phase 2, Sept. 2019) 

3.6m 

# of children projected to be 
malnourished 

1.0m 

# of internally displaced 
persons 

2.6m 

 

  FUNDING 

$1.08 BILLION  
requested in the 2019 
Humanitarian Response Plan 
(HRP) 

 
$559 MILLION  
Funding received for the 2019 
HRP 
 
 
Source http://fts.unocha.org, 05 October 
2019 

 

 

              Nutrition centre in Balcad district, Hirshabelle State (WOCCA photo) 
 

Funding gap threatens gains in Food Security 
Latest analysis indicates that without humanitarian assistance up to 2.1 million people 
face severe hunger through December, bringing the total number of food insecure 
Somalis to 6.3 million. Swift donor financial contributions to the Drought Impact Response 
Plan (DIRP) launched in May enabled aid agencies to scale up assistance currently 
reaching more than two million people per month in crisis and emergency phases of food 
insecurity. Despite an announcement by the US Government at the recent Somali 
Partnership Forum of $257 million it has been allocating for Food Security, WASH and 
Health, a gap remains. Immediate contributions are urgently required to sustain life-saving 
assistance through December 2019.  
 
The short duration and erratic distribution 
of the rains, as well as low river levels led 
to significant reductions in the area 
planted and yield of cereal crops. The 
Gu’ cereal harvest failed in most regions, 
leaving the worst affected agro pastoral 
and riverine families unable to meet their 
minimum food needs given significantly 
below-average food stocks and income 
from seasonal agricultural employment. 
Southern areas of the country 
experienced the poorest Gu’ harvest 
since records have been kept in1995 and 
nearly 70 per cent lower than the long-
term average for 1995-2018. In the 
northwest, where Gu’ rainfall was below 
average but better in terms of 
distribution, the 2019 Gu’/Karan cereal 
production to be harvested in 
November/December is expected to be 
44 per cent below the 2010-2018 
average. 

The impact of drought on livestock led to 
a lack of access to milk, and many poor 
households have accumulated large 
debts while struggling to feed their 
families and retain their remaining 
livestock. Poor pasture conditions are evident in Mudug, Galgadud, Bakool, Bay, Gedo and 
Middle Juba regions, with atypical livestock migration reported in Gedo. In northern and 
central pastoral areas, where significant livestock loss occurred during the 2016/2017 
drought, the availability of saleable animals remains low, constraining the ability of poor 
families to meet their daily food requirements and purchase water for their animals. Milk 
availability is largely below-average to poor. Although goat prices remain high, many 
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families are unable to sell their animals without endangering the sustainability of their herds 
and their livelihoods.  

2019 Deyr rains begin 
The Deyr rains (September-December) have started in some parts of the country, 
according to the FAO-Managed Somalia Water and Land Information Management 
(SWALIM). Parts of the north eastern regions started to receive rains in mid-September 
and the last week of September also saw moderate rains in parts of the Gedo region in 
Jubaland. The rains are projected to be more widespread during the coming weeks, the 
season is expected to end in early December. 

The cumulative rainfall forecast for early October indicates moderate rains in the northern 
areas and parts of south and central regions bordering Ethiopia. The upper parts of the 
Ethiopian highlands are also expected to receive good rains during the first week of 
October. Given the rainfall forecast and current high levels along the Shabelle, there 
remains a moderate risk of flooding in the middle reaches of the river. Riverine areas such 
as Mahadey Weyne, Jowhar, and Balcad districts are more susceptible to flooding due to 
several open river banks and weak river embankments. 

According to a recent climate outlook for the Greater Horn of Africa (GHACOF53), the 2019 
Deyr rainy season in Somalia is expected to be wetter than normal in most areas. The 
expected good rains will boost crop production, replenish pasture and water sources.  
However, heavy rainfall brings an increased risk of flooding and disruption to agricultural 
production in riverine and low-lying areas. 

‘Nexus’ visit by Senior UN and WB officials  
With the latest analysis showing that 
Somalia’s main harvest was the worst 
since the famine in 2011, Under-
Secretary-General (USG) for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 
Relief Coordinator Mr. Mark Lowcock on 
12 September called for sustained 
funding to protect recent gains made in 
beating back hunger and reiterated the 
importance of the Government’s 
Resilience and Recovery Framework, 
which is at the center of efforts to break 
the paradigm of recurring humanitarian 
crises in Somalia. 

He was speaking at the end of a two-day 
mission to Somalia undertaken with the World Bank Group’s Senior Vice President for the 
2030 Development Agenda, United Nations Relations, and Partnerships, Mr. Mahmoud 
Mohieldin, and the United Nations Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support, 
Mr. Oscar Fernandez-Taranco. The two UN entities and the World Bank represent key 
components of the Humanitarian-Development-Peacebuilding ‘Nexus’ that aims to 
strengthen recovery in fragile states. 

“The latest food security analysis for Somalia shows that our response is working. One 
million fewer Somalis are hungry today than had been projected because we acted early 
when we saw the situation could deteriorate and because aid workers are able to deliver,” 
Mr. Lowcock said. “The analysis also showed that the harvest from the April-June cropping 
season is the worst since 2011 because of poor and erratic rains, followed by flooding at 
the end of the rainy season. As a result, up to six million people are now projected to be 
food insecure over the coming months. A third of them will be severely food insecure 
without sustained aid. And climate-related events will continue to have deleterious effects 
on the humanitarian situation in Somalia.” 

Over the past 30 years, droughts have become more intense and frequent in Somalia, as 
has been recurring flooding during the rainy seasons. Much of Somalia’s infrastructure is 
dilapidated as a result of the decades-long conflict and lack of investment, which further 

United Nations and 
World Bank Group 
called for sustained 
funding to relieve 
suffering in Somalia.  
 

From left: ASG Oscar Fernandez-Taranco, USG/ERC Mark Lowcock, 
World Bank Group’s Senior Vice President Mahmoud Mohieldin and 
George Conway then acting Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia at the 
press conference in Mogadishu (UN photo) 

The three officials 
commended the 
Government for its 
leadership on the 
Recovery and 
Resilience Framework 
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undermines the country’s ability to cope. Together with ongoing conflict, these shocks 
continue to drive people from their homes. The 2.6 million people already displaced are 
often marginalized on the fringes of society, facing evictions and other indignities. 

The delegation visited Baidoa in South West State where nearly 360,000 people who fled 
slow onset drought, terrorist attacks and armed conflict over the past three years live in 400 
sites in and around the town. “Conflict and marginalization perpetuate drivers of fragility 
and fuels displacement. A sustained humanitarian response must be combined with 
government-led developmental and peacebuilding approaches to promote reconciliation 
and to assist people to rebuild their country,” said Mr. Fernandez-Taranco. The 
Peacebuilding Fund that his office manages is supporting the Midnimo project that brings 
together humanitarian, development and peacebuilding elements to address the impact of 
displacement in Baidoa. In a meeting with Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khaire in Baidoa, the 
three officials commended the Government for its leadership on the Recovery and 
Resilience Framework and reiterated their commitment to supporting the Government to 
address the impact of repeated cycles of disaster.  

“The World Bank Group will continue to support Somalia’s efforts to boost investment in its 
productive sectors and infrastructure in line with the priorities of the Recovery and 
Resilience Framework and the new National Development Plan for 2020-2024,” said Mr. 
Mohieldin. “However, unlocking substantial additional investment requires Somalia to 
qualify for the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative. The coming months will be critical 
in this regard and we welcome the authorities’ efforts to sustain the positive track record 
established over the last few years on institutional and economic governance reforms.” 
 
One innovative way the World Bank Group and partners are supporting the Government to 
break the cycle of vulnerability is by rolling out an anticipatory action funding model in 
Somalia which would release resources for pre-agreed projects to mitigate the impact of 
drought when it is forecast. The Famine Action Mechanism (FAM), developed by the World 
Bank Group, the United Nations and NGOs, is expected to be operational next year.  

Universal Health Coverage road map launched 
The Federal Ministry of 
Health in collaboration with 
the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) 
launched Somalia’s road map 
for Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC) in 
Mogadishu on 15 September. 
The new road map is 
expected to pave way for 
‘health for all, by all’ by 
improving access to basic 
health facilities and reducing 
financial hardships 
associated with health care in 
Somalia.  

This is timely for a country 
whose public health system has significantly underperformed for many years because of 
longstanding conflict and instability and is further overburdened by the impact of climate 
shocks such as drought and flooding. Somalia has the world’s highest child mortality rate. 
The risk of childhood mortality is highest between birth and one month, accounting for 
approximately 45 per cent of death among children under age five. Nearly 54 per cent of 
health facilities do not provide an ‘Expanded Programme on Immunization’ services; driving 
coverage below 50 per cent, leading to a rapid accumulation of children susceptible to 
vaccine preventable illnesses and exposing communities to the risk of communicable 
diseases. Furthermore, one in three people is or has been affected by mental illness in 
Somalia, a rate higher than other low-income and war-torn countries. People with 
disabilities and special needs also face profound vulnerability due to a lack of services and 
support. 

WHO Regional Director EMRO, Country Rep WHO visiting an IDP site in Baidoa 
(Fouzia Bhatti photo)  

Ensuring universal 
health coverage is the 
foundation for 
achieving the 
objectives of the 
Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs). 

The World Bank Group 
will continue to support 
Somalia’s efforts to 
boost investment. 
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Ensuring universal health coverage is the foundation for achieving the objectives of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In the roll out of the Universal Health Coverage 
road map, aid agencies will collaborate with national health authorities to strengthen health 
systems, workforce, service delivery and information systems. Humanitarian partners will 
also support the development of policies aimed at ensuring optimal coverage, affordable 
health care and equitable access including availability of mental health care services within 
the integrated essential services packages at primary care level. The launch was attended 
by the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional Director Dr. Ahmed Al-Mandhari together 
with Somalia’s Deputy Prime Minister H.E Mr. Mahdi Muhammad Guled and the Minister 
of Health of the Federal Government of Somalia H.E. Dr. Fawziya Abikar Noor. 

Funding status cause for concern 
By 5 October, Somalia 
humanitarian 
operations mobilized 
$683 million, $559 
million for activities 
within the Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP) 
and $124 million for the 
activities outside of the 
appeal. This represents 
53 per cent of the HRP 
requirement for 2019 
and is lower compared 
to the same time in 
2018 (approximately 64 
per cent). A critical 
resource gap is looming 
in the last quarter of 
2019. Despite the 
positive 2019 Deyr 
rainfall outlook, additional funding will be required to sustain response and to protect recent 
gains made in addressing food concerns. 

$672 million has 
been provided for the 
Somalia 
humanitarian 
operation.  

FTS data as of 30 September

For further information, please contact: Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, gomo@un.org, Tel. +252 616 548 007.  Mursal Ali 
Ahmed | Public Information Officer, mursalali@un.org, Tel: +252619150457/ 252615679998. Ayub Ahmed | Public Information 
Officer | Mobile: +252619150463 | Email: ayub.ahmed@un.org.OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at 
www.unocha.org/somalia | www.reliefweb.int 


