
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

104.188 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$ 391,334 cash-based transfers made 

US$ 13.5 million for six months (March-Aug 

2018) net funding requirements, representing 

89.4% of total budget needs 
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Credit: Paulele Fall, Communications Officer 
Caption: Country Office field mission in the Matam 
department (northern Senegal) 
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In Numbers 

52% 48% 

Operational Context 

 Senegal ranks 37 out of 76 countries in the Global Hunger Index. 

Over the past decade, inadequate and unstable household food 

production due to deficit harvests caused by recurrent drought, 

floods, desert encroachment and salinization of arable lands, 

persistently high food prices and low resilience have compounded 

the food security of households and communities. As a result, nearly 

half of its population continues to live in poverty and have difficulty 

meeting basic food, health, education and housing needs. Poverty 

and food insecurity are highest in the southern Casamance region, 

further burdened by continuing low level conflict.  

The Government is committed to boost national economic growth 

and reduce poverty through the Plan Sénégal Emergent. A National 

Programme is being rolled out for Family Social Security Transfers 

to tackle chronic poverty and make poor citizens more resilient to 

shocks. This programme, however, only targets a quarter of a 

million people in need. Many Senegalese resort to migration for 

financial survival. The Government of Senegal is also committed to 

gender equality and has a legal framework to protect women’s 

rights. WFP has been present in Senegal since 1960. 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

170 out of 188 

Chronic malnutrition: 17.1 % of 

children between 6-59 months 

 

Population: 14.6 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

February 2018 

158,835 people 

assisted 

in February 2018 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
 

• Country Director mission to the north of Senegal: 
From 25-27 February, in connection with the Emergency 
Food Security Assessment (EFSA), WFP Senegal Country 
Director visited Podor and Matam departments in northern 
Senegal. These departments are part of the Sahel region 
currently experiencing a food and pastoralist crisis. The 
WFP delegation witnessed first hand how local populations, 
heavily depending on livestock and farming, were affected 
by the effect of climate change and an early lean season 
likely to last at least six months from March. Local 
authorities, operational partners and affected communities 

all testified about the deterioration of the food security 
situation. WFP is preparing to support the Government of 
Senegal’s response plan (PUSA) with targeted food 
assistance and nutritional interventions. 

• School meals: A total of 158,835 schoolchildren received 
school meals in February. In addition, WFP Senegal 
participated in the continental forum hosted by the 
Government of Zimbabwe, under the theme “Realising 
African Child Full Potential Through Effective Home-Grown 
School Feeding”. The forum was chaired by the Education 
Minister and attended by representatives of over 30 African 
countries and various stakeholders who shared best 
practices on home-grown school feeding. Participants 
included WFP, AU commission and UNESCO. Senegal was 
cited as an example for the implementation of innovative 
financing mechanisms, including WFP food vouchers and 

government allocations to schools. 
 

• Nutrition: From 26-28 February, WFP organized a 
workshop for 30 participants to validate tools for the 
diagnosis and management of malnutrition in HIV-infected 
children and adolescents. The workshop built on the 
recommendations of a recent study (2015/217) revealing 
that 30-40 percent of HIV-infected youth (6-19 years old) 
show signs of malnutrition. Following these findings, WFP 
and its partners planned a series of activities to develop the 
capacity of health care providers and to improve the 

nutritional and psychosocial care of children and 
adolescents with HIV infection in southern Senegal. 

• UN joint resources mobilization: The upcoming United 
Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF, 

2019–2023) impact on Senegal's development will largely 
depend on the United Nations Country Team (UNCT) 
capacity to fund planned activities. A technical committee 
co-led by WFP and UNOPS, with the support of the 
Coordination Office, has been established to develop a 
financing strategy. The group is also composed of focal 
points representing several other UN agencies. 

 
Contact info: Aminata Seck, Partnerships and Reporting Officer 

(aminata.seck@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Lena Savelli 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Senegal 
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WFP Senegal Strategy 
 

Total Requirement 

(in USD) 

Confirmed Contributions  

(in USD) 

Six Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Transitional Interim Country Strategic Plan 
(January - December 2018) 

15.1 m 
1.6m 

(10.6%) 
13.5 m 
(89.4%) 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food-insecure households and vulnerable 

populations, (including school-aged children), are able to meet basic 

food and nutrition needs all year-round. 

7.8 m 
1.2 m  

(15.2%) 
6.6m 

(84.8%) 
Strategic Result 2:  No one suffers from malnutrition  

Strategic Outcome 2:  Targeted populations, including children 6-59 

months and pregnant lactating women in targeted districts, have 

improved nutritional status in line with national targets by 2025 

2.2 m 
0m  

(0%) 
2.2m 

(100%) 
Strategic Result 3:  Smallholders have improved food security 

and nutrition 

Strategic Outcome 3:   Food-insecure smallholders and communities 

in targeted areas have enhanced livelihoods and resilience to better 

support food security and nutrition needs by 2023. 

4.4 m 
0.3m  

(6.8%) 
4.1m 

(93.2%) 
Strategic Result 5:  Countries have strengthened capacities to 

implement the SDGs 
Strategic Outcome 4:   National and subnational institutions have 

strengthened capacity to manage food security and nutrition policies 
and programmes by 2023. 

0.7 m 
0.1m  

(14.3%) 
0.6m 

(85.7%) 

WFP Senegal Activities 

SO 1 

Food-insecure households and vulnerable populations, 
(including school-aged children), are able to meet basic 
food and nutrition needs all year-round. 

SO 2 

Targeted populations, including children aged 6-59 
months and pregnant and lactating women in targeted 
districts, have improved nutritional status in line with 
national targets by 2025. 

SO 3 

Food-insecure smallholders and communities in targeted 
areas have enhanced livelihoods and resilience to better 
support food security and nutrition needs by 2023. 

SO 4 

National and sub-national institutions have strengthened 
capacity to manage food security and nutrition policies 
and programmes by 2023. 

 
 

Monitoring 

• Early signs of distress have been confirmed by the 

preliminary results of the emergency food security 

assessment (EFSA) conducted in February by WFP, 

the Government and other food security partners 

in village and pastoralist communities in northern 

Senegal, with specific focus on Matam and Podor 

departments.  

• An increase in the number of individuals in need of 

food assistance has been observed as well as an 

early adoption of negative coping strategies (e.g. 

cutting down number of meals). Malnutrition is at 

risk of deteriorating, due to the depletion of 

existing food stocks at household level, high food 

prices, deteriorating terms of trade for livestock 

and grain, diseases, unsafe child feeding practices, 

inadequate hygienic conditions, insufficient access 

to clean water and poverty. There is growing risk 

of migration and resources competition.  

• Qualitative evidence gathered during the WFP field 

mission led by the Country Director shows that in 

several areas, the river has completely dried up 

and hence, planting could not be done. The 

common perception is that the situation is worse 

than in 2012. WFP is preparing to contribute to the 

Government’s response plan PUSA with integrated 

assistance (targeted food assistance combined 

with nutrition) for 139,500 individuals. 

 

Challenges 

• WFP needs USD 13.5 million to implement planned 

activities under the new T-ICSP framework. If the 

underfunding is not addressed, the lack of 

resources will negatively affect WFP planned 

activities in 2018 such as school meals, rural 

development and capacity development. 

• An additional USD 4.6 million is required to enable 

WFP to expand TFA and nutrition interventions in 

support of the Government’s PUSA.  

 

Gender Commitment 

• WFP mainstreams gender sensitivity as an integral 

part of every project to address Senegal’s gender 

indicators, which reveal the disadvantaged position 

of girls and women.  

• WFP implements tailored interventions across the 

agriculture, education and nutrition sectors to 

contribute towards gender equality and women’s 

empowerment and access to food for people living 

with disability and the elderly. 

 

Donors 
USA, United Kingdom, European Union, Japan, France, Finland, 

Green Climate Fund, Canada, Japan, Luxembourg, Private 

Donors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf

