
Save the Children in Action for the Diffa refugees and Returnees:
Living Essentials, Nutrition and Child Protection

Niamey, 22 May 2014 - Since the Nigerian government has carried out military operations to oust 
terrorist groups from its territory in May 2013, the population from North Eastern Nigeria has fled into 
Niger, Cameroon and Chad. The number of displaced people, as of April 2014, was of approximately 
50,000—though the number could be higher as it appears that many of the people displaced around the 
islands of Lake Chad have not been registered. The increase of violence in northern Nigeria in late April and 
early May 2014 signifies that there is a likelihood that additional mass displacements into Diffa will occur.

Save the Children’s goal is to address the immediate needs of the refugee and displaced popu-
lation and to reduce the impact their influx has on the hosting communities in Diffa. In July 2013, 
Save the Children distributed non-food items to 1,183 households (8,607 beneficiaries) and a sec-
ond round of distribution—made possible thanks to AECID funding—reached 1,101 households of 
the previous 1,183 households as well as additional households. With AECID funding, $50,000 worth 
of emergency medical kits were provided as part of the regional medical contingency plan. To date, 
2,985 households (21,070 people of which 16,155 (69%) are children) have been reached in Diffa. 

The Diffa crisis categorized as category 4 secured $321,421 from SCUK, SC Italy, AECID and Caixa. 
Taken into consideration the new influx of returnees in the last quarter of 2013, Save the Children 
Niger has requested that the Diffa crisis be categorized as category 3 in order to scale-up the re-
sponse. The objective is now to provide Non-Food Items, Wash and Protection assistance to the 
displaced people. SC Niger’s objective is to reach 3,000 households—a third of the total affect-
ed households. Under this new cat 3 categorization, $210,000 have been secured with $120,000 
dedicated to NFI (SC UK, SC Korea, SC US) and $90,000 to Child Protection (SC Sweden).

“To date, 2,985 households (21,070 people 
of which 16,155 (69%) are children) have 
been reached in Diffa.”



Reaching the affected households would not have been possible without proper coor-
dination. The World Food Program provided food aid to the refugees, returnees and 
host families. Joint assessments uniting government authorities, UN agencies and INGOs 
on the ground, have been carried out in September 2013, January 2014 and April 2014. 

Security remains a prime concern in Diffa due to its proximity to the Nigeria border. Attacks in January 
of the Guashagar village (just 2 km away from Diffa) led to fleeting of 1,659 people. Bosso is also at risk of 
a health hazard due to lack of drinking water. The lack of infrastructure (roads) in the region makes it dif-
ficult to access numerous villages. An official census (DREC) took place in January 14 while assessments 
of the living conditions of the refugees in Bosso are being carried out (Save the Children and UNHCR).
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With ECHO’s generous support, Save the Children has been working in Diffa in supporting Min-
istry of Health in the area of Nutrition and Health (mother and child health) with an average an-
nual budget of USD 1,200,000 since 2010. From August 2013, ECHO supported Save the Children 
with additional  €200,000 on the existing 2013 Nutrition project, in order to support Diffa health 
district (in addition to Maine Soroa and Nguigmi districts that were previously supported) and 
scale-up Nutrition treatment and childhood diseases. This action aimed to strengthen the capac-
ity of the health facilities affected by the displacements. In 2014, an additional €400,000 was pro-
vided by ECHO on top of the normal funding in order to enable Save the Children to cover the 
existing Nutrition and Health gap in Diffa Health Districts and help the new supported health facili-
ties to have the capacity to respond to the nutrition and health needs of the displaced population.

Funding opportunities are being discussed with BPRM and AECID (through 
SCUS and SC Spain) who are interested in supporting the Diffa response.
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