
 

 

 

Samaritan’s Purse Field Visit Report in Petit Goâve, Ouest Department  
September 19, 2019 

 

Type of Disaster: Flooding and Landslide  

Brief description:  

During the night of September 18, 2019, 
torrential rain hit the commune of Petit Goâve 
causing flooding from La Digue river that 
overflowed and destroyed almost everything 
in its path.  Main localities affected by flooding 
include: Petite Guinee, Saint Paul, Nan 
Bannanne, Dlo Figaro, and Rue Benoit 
Prolonge where approximatively 240 houses 
were totally flooded, 55 were houses partially 
destroyed, 30 houses were completely 
destroyed, 4 people are missing including a 2 
year old child, and 2 people are reported 
dead.  The bridge between Petite Guinee and 
La rue Saint Paul is damaged and gardens are 
partially affected. The Haitian Civil Protection Agency (DPC) reported that some scholastic materials w 
washed away by heavy floodwaters.1 Scholastic materials are seen in residual waters and mud outside 
the affected houses. Water and sanitation facilities are badly affected and water pipes from Haiti’s 
National Water and Sanitation Department (DINEPA) observed under the mud and floodwater.  
 
Identified affected area  

a. Department   : Ouest 
b. Commune   : Petit Goave 
c. City/Section  : 11th and 12th Section 
d. Name of the mayor  : Jean Limonji 
 

  

                                                           
1 DPC Petit Goâve, 9.19.19 



Human and material losses 

From direct observation during the initial 
assessment, people are living in 
temporary shelters. For example, one 
family with six members was sharing a 
house with a neighbor who still had his 
house.  

The affected population includes 
approximatively 1,930 individuals from 
386 flooded houses and 80 destroyed 
houses, as shared by DPC at the time of 
writing this report on September 20, 
2019. 

Shelter concerns 

386 houses are flooded and 80 houses are destroyed. Churches, schools and publics building have not 
been assessed yet. 

Health concerns 

Initial reports are that health centers in the area are not affected.  However, this still to be confirmed after 
a more detailed assessment to be conducted as soon as possible. However, there is concern for the 
possible spread of diseases from standing 
water and from untreated solid waste and 
wastewater that remains present in the 
area. 

  



Water, hygiene and sanitation concern 

There is a lack of sufficient water available in the 
affected areas. People are depending mainly on 
rainfall and river water, while some others are still 
able to use some functioning DINEPA water pipes. 
All the households reported the loss of their latrines 

and due to this, solid waste and wastewater is a 
serious concern. Drainage channels require a 
systematic cleaning with the support of the 
community. The water also washed away a wall that 
separated the graveyard from the community. This is 
causing fear of infection with water having entered the graves. 

Education concerns 

Information about affected schools will be shared after the detailed assessment. Initial observation and 
comments from the community are that 
children from the affected houses lost their 
school supplies, books, and uniforms. 

Agriculture and Livelihood concerns 

Destruction of gardens, bananas, lima 
beans, cereals, and other crops was 
evident during the initial assessment.  It 
was difficult to establish the full extent of 
the damage on household food supplies. 
Additional information for gathering 
through a multi-sectoral assessment that 
will be conducted shortly. 

Damage to livestock is not yet clear.  
Individual interviews will be conducted with affected households to gather this information. 

 

 

 



Access concerns 

- There were roadblocks in the Petit Goave area on Route National #2 (RN#2) on September 19 by 
a crowd protesting against the fuel shortage and other issues. This situation made some affected 
localities impossible to access by the team that day. Affected localities below the mountain are 
accessible by car coming from RN#2 and by foot within the community. Access in the mountain 
area remains unclear due to heavy rains that washed away rocks and left some houses in the mud. 

 

Protection concerns 

The area has people with specific protection 
concerns due to physical disabilities, 
pregnancy, and blindness, but none 
reported affected to date.  One elderly 
person found in his house that is under 
water, and fortunately saved by neighbors. 
For now, there are no reported 
unaccompanied minors nor cases of sexual 
exploitation and abuse. The rapid 
assessment will gather specific protection 
information to develop appropriate 
responses. 

Institutions present in the area 

- ASB responded to the request of the DPC to provide around 2,500 Aquatabs to purify water to 
communities directly affected.  

- Samaritan’s Purse (SP) and MDM Spain are two other NGOs that approached the DPC and the 
Mayor and offered assistance.   

  

Ongoing urgent needs as assessments are being conducted (formulated by the DPC) 

- Chlorine and Aquatabs, treated water, hygiene kits and NFIs, blankets and bedding, river cleaning, 
gabions, farming kits (shovels, hoes, pickaxes, etc.).  

 

Next steps for Samaritan’s Purse 

Samaritan’s Purse (SP) will coordinate with the DPC, OCHA and other humanitarian actors on a potential 
joint multi-sectoral assessment in Petit Goave.  As its immediate plan, SP will conduct a rapid assessment 
to find out urgent needs of the affected communities and determine an appropriate emergency response.   

 

 


